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around what he could say on air in general, and that led him to step aside
as the show’s producer. After ignoring the first letter he got from SIRM’s
lawyer, in late April Etkin received a Notice of Civil Claim.

Other media may have been threatened, but they aren’t talking.
Nor are they reporting on SIRM’s defamation claims against citizens.

THERE’S ALSO BEEN A DEARTH OF MEDIA COVERAGE around
developments in another defamation claim. In late January, after four
years of litigation, the BC Supreme Court ruled on Taseko Mines
Limited v. Western Canada Wilderness Committee (WCWC).

Five brief 2012 articles on WCWC’s website were cited in the suit.
Some claimed the Taseko project could threaten thousands of fish as
it would turn a nearby lake into a “dump site for toxic tailings.” 

After Taseko filed a defamation suit relating to three articles, WCWC
published two new articles which claimed Taseko was using the liti-
gation process to silence critics on a matter of public importance. It
described Taseko’s efforts as a “strategic lawsuit against public partic-
ipation” or SLAPP. Not to be outdone, Taseko then broadened its
defamation claim to include these later articles. 

In January the Honourable Justice Gordon Funt ruled that some
of the articles were not defamatory and all of them were “fair comment,”
one of the allowable justifications for defamation (“truth” and “respon-
sible communication” being the other two). About the two articles
describing Taseko’s action as a SLAPP, the judge agreed they were
defamatory: they “tend to lower Taseko’s reputation in the eyes of
a reasonable person. A law-abiding person does not use litigation
improperly to silence critics exercising democratic rights.” However,
he said, “The defence of fair comment applies. The language was
clearly comment—an opinion or view. A person could honestly express
the opinion or view based on the factual context.” 

Justice Funt also awarded “special costs” to WCWC and “rebuked”
Taseko because the firm continued to seek punitive damages even
after an environmental assessment showed that “adverse environ-
mental impacts were similar to those the defendants had described.”
He pointed out that Taseko’s actions in this regard amounted to “an
economic threat” that “may serve to silence critics.”

It was a big vindication for WCWC—and a big reprimand for
Taseko—but Taseko appealed the decision on February 19. Joe Foy
of WCWC stated, “Even after a court decision that was overwhelm-
ingly in our favour, Taseko is now back at it—costing additional time
and money and making it more difficult to exercise our rights to
free speech…We feel that this case is a prime example of why
SLAPP suits are so damaging to public discourse in BC,” Foy said.
“This is no way to run a democracy. There ought to be a law.”

BUT WHAT LAW? There are lots of examples to consider around
the world. In the US close to 30 states have some form of anti-SLAPP
legislation. Quebec and Ontario have introduced it as well. Typically
such legislation gives courts increased powers to determine whether
a lawsuit’s primary purpose is to intimidate the defendant and/or
others from speaking out on a public issue—and if so to dismiss it
in a relatively short time frame. 
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Our limited right to free speech
LESLIE CAMPBELL

BC’s defamation laws are downgrading our democracy.

editor’s letter

his edition brings you an update on the Shawnigan Lake situ-
ation by Judith Lavoie. When we learned of threats of legal
action against citizens and media outlets for alleged defama-

tion from the company operating the controversial mine and reclamation
site in the area, we decided to investigate. There’s little doubt people
have been surprised and upset by the letters from South Island Resource
Management’s lawyer. Besides the fears and outrage expressed by
those willing to be interviewed by Lavoie, one fellow asked “What
about free speech?”

That’s a good question, actually. And the answer is complicated (and
rather chilling). Though free expression is guaranteed under Canada’s
Charter of Rights and Freedoms, it is qualified by other laws, chief among
them those around defamation. Defamation is communication about a
person that tends to hurt that person’s (or corporation’s) reputation.

In defamation suits, the burden of proof is on the defendant. David
F. Sutherland, a Vancouver lawyer who has defended both activists and
media against claims of defamation, says, “Any defamatory statement
is presumed to be false, it’s presumed to be malicious for an improper
purpose, and it’s presumed to have cost real-dollar damage.” So if
cited for defamation, you are guilty until you prove your innocence
or justification. Since corporations have the same legal rights as persons,
and since the Supreme Court of Canada has decided that the dignity
of a person is every bit as important as freedom of speech, well, as
Sutherland puts it, “Right there, we’ve really got a problem.” 

Adding to this problem is the fact that large corporations gener-
ally have far deeper pockets to pay for litigation, as well as advertising
and public relations, all of which they can write off as business expenses.
The playing field between citizens speaking out on political matters
and corporations has become “tilted” says Sutherland. Others have
pronounced Canada as one of the most backward English-speaking
nations when it comes to protecting freedom of expression.

MEDIA ALSO EXPERIENCE the “chilling” effects of legal threats
claiming defamation. Focus has been threatened a number of times
over the years so I can attest to how time-consuming and worrisome
such threats can be. 

But, given the current laws, journalists and their publishers have to
be willing to take risks if they want to do good work. Sutherland, who
represents many BC newsrooms on defamation matters, agrees.
“Absolutely, and it’s a terrible risk…People make honest mistakes, and
every time you publish a story, you shouldn’t be putting the whole
printing press and the legacy of your children, and your house and your
family at risk. It’s disproportionate.”

In the Shawnigan Lake issue, we know that, besides citizens who have
spoken out, at least Shaw TV, rabble.ca and Huffington Post, along with
their reporters or producers, received demands for apologies, retrac-
tions and compensation from South Island Resource Management
(SIRM). In some cases apologies were made. Shaw, for instance, ran an
apology on air saying Citizen’s Forum’s volunteer producer Jack Etkin
and a guest’s statements in a November show “may have left the false
impression that the company…is deliberately poisoning or planning to
poison lake water.” Shaw, says Etkin, became increasingly restrictive

T



But Sutherland feels such legislation is “doomed to failure” because
the very nature of a court is to want to hear all the evidence and
not prejudge a case.

Besides, he argues, it would not prevent big corporations from
spending $100,000 on a team of lawyers to argue that it’s not a SLAPP.
“It’s their dimension: Spending money on intricate arguments is what
they do,” says Sutherland. An activist—or small media company—
with limited resources simply can’t compete in that “dimension.” 

Sutherland, who represented anti-fish-farm activist Don Staniford
in a lengthy defamation suit by the giant aquaculture firm Mainstream
(and ultimately lost), favours the approach taken by Australia in its
Uniform Defamation Act of 2005. Explained Sutherland, “That Act
says that a corporation that has more than 10 employees cannot sue
for defamation. As a result, businesses such as Taseko Mines suing
WCWC…or fish farm conglomerates [suing Staniford], would have
to make their case in injurious falsehood.” This statute shifts the burden
of proof to the plaintiff who must prove the falsity and malice of a
statement along with the actual economic loss it resulted in. 
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“
Besides that redress, corporations also have such tools as adver-

tising and public relations campaigns to defend their reputations.
These interfere far less with freedom of expression than defamation
suits. As it stands, says Sutherland, our defamation law “is another
example of the fact that Canada is a very low grade democracy.”

SIRM’s lawyer, as Judith Lavoie’s article points out, claims his
letters threatening defamation charges are in good faith and are not
SLAPPs. But they still raise questions about the laws we live under—
laws that many of us do not understand enough—and which appear
to need changing to preserve healthy debate.

Please do not view any of the above as legal advice.

Leslie Campbell and Focus try hard not to be overly
chilled in the course of reporting and commenting
on regional issues. Donations to our research and
legal fund welcome!

About Shirley: As a direct student of the great contemporary yoga master, B.K.S. Iyengar, and founder of the Iyengar Yoga Centre
of Victoria, she is known for the vibrancy and lucidity of her teaching as well as her ability to challenge and support yoga students
of all levels. Shirley brings 40 years of practice, learning and experience to her teaching of Yoga in the Iyengar tradition.

PEOPLE MAKE HONEST MISTAKES, and every time you publish a story, you shouldn’t be putting the whole

printing press and the legacy of your children, and your house and your family at risk. It’s disproportionate.”

—David F Sutherland, lawyer



In a world of finite financial resources we
owe it to invest in people, not unnecessary,
politically-driven mega projects. Victoria’s
billion-dollar sewage proposal is a frivolous
use of money that will save lives neither today
nor in the future.

Tim Chamberlain

The sewage debacle, as you wrote, ain’t
done yet. What bothered me the most in
Leslie Campbell’s piece was the comment by
Oak Bay Mayor Jensen when anticipating
objections about Esquimalt rejecting
McLoughlin. To quote: “What is more impor-
tant, the process or the taxpayers?” As a
taxpayer in Oak Bay I will remember that
comment and wonder what the taxpayers of
Esquimalt would say if he was their mayor?

Richard Hunter

I spent many years designing and over-
seeing building of sewage treatment plants
and finished as chief of the Municipal Division
of BC’s Pollution Control Branch. It is over
20 years since I wrote Victoria’s Sewage Circus
and I am now 90. This issue is critical.

The tides off Victoria’s coast have been
rising and falling for millions of years and

The billion-dollar sewage debacle
To date, nobody has died from Victoria’s

existing sewage treatment system. It has caused
no outbreaks of cholera, no mass extinctions
of sea-life, not even a documented case of
upset stomach. The good news (as has been
frequently reported by a variety of scientists
and public health officers) is that powerful
offshore ocean currents provide Victoria with
an environmentally and economically sustain-
able form of sewage treatment.

Inexplicably, the federal and provincial
governments have decided to ignore this good
news and decree a superfluous sewage plant
be built. Rather than question the absur-
dity of this order, Victoria city council quietly
complied, eagerly welcoming the chance to
flush a billion dollars down the drain.

Yet a real tragedy lurks beneath the surface
of this farce. Imagine the potential benefits
that could be derived from investing a billion
dollars into any number of deserving (and
underfunded) social programs. Pick any one—
the alleviation of child poverty, for
example—and consider the improvements
in life quality (and longevity) that would
accrue to future British Columbians from
such an infusion of cash.

over that time whales, fish and crustaceans
have died, sunk and putrefied, joining a mass
of sea vegetation taking their part in nature’s
magical reincarnation process. Victoria’s
contribution has been negligible and that is
obvious. Reducing or modifying Victoria’s
liquid waste will have no beneficial effect
whatever and nobody with adequate educa-
tion has ever thought otherwise. It is interesting
to compare that condition with the situa-
tion in Kelowna where the flow into and out
of the lake is so small that it takes over
100 years for the lake’s water to change.
Secondary treatment is no good there and
they were in need of the world’s most sophis-
ticated tertiary treatment plants.

The most important reason for treating
sewage discharged to the sea is to control
pathogenic organisms to prevent disease.
The present system does that perfectly for
there are no pathogens at the shoreline. The
control of pathogens from secondary treat-
ment plants is much less satisfactory for it
requires staff to follow procedures. Readers
will recall what happened at a water plant
not many years ago where correct proce-
dures were ignored.

It has been believed in advanced coun-
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tries that secondary plants do not them-
selves lead to disease, but that is not obvious
because the essence of most secondary plants
is the aeration tanks where air is blown
through the sewage to purify it, leading to
a mass of pathogenic aerosols above them.
Lacking evidence that this practice has caused
harm, advanced nations have accepted that
any risk must be negligible. Until now, that
is. In recent years, medical researchers at
the University of Pisa (Galileo’s old haunt)
and Gothenburg ( a major Swedish city)
have deduced that aerosols from secondary
plants may damage the health of the elderly.
All this can be read on the internet, but has
been conveniently ignored in Victoria.

So we can deduce with certainty that whereas
providing secondary treatment will do no
good, it is equally certain that it will do harm.
Taking into account the diversion of funds
from other needed enterprises, it would indeed
do great harm.

Injury has been ignored but would be
substantial and it appalls me that the CRD
have not bothered to work out how many
people are going to be permanently impaired
as a result of this wicked folly.

J.E.(Ted) Dew-Jones, P.Eng

I’ve been wondering why Option 10, as
detailed by David Broadland in Focus’ February
edition, has not been mentioned or covered
in the myriad of articles in the Times-Colonist?
The Option 10 plan seems to be a simple,
yet elegant, inexpensive, and scientifically
sound solution.

Rey Carr

Dear Lisa Helps: I call on you to be the
leader I voted for and stop this sewage treat-
ment debacle before it’s too late. You’re
scrambling around to meet a federal dead-
line so you can get $83 million in funding
for something that may not even be needed
for decades.

Just the other day I came upon a piece of
information that put this headlong rush to
build a treatment facility in perspective. I
learned that the federal government’s dead-
line of 2020 for building a sewage treatment
plant doesn’t apply to Victoria. The “high
risk” category is for communities that discharge
their sewage into fresh water. That’s not the
case here.

For years I’ve been reading letters and arti-
cles from scientists, engineers, scholars and
medical people saying that our current sewage

treatment process is sufficient and that there
is no need for a secondary treatment plant.
Did it ever cross your mind that these experts
might be right?

And how would we know if they are right?
Surely the best thing to do at this point would
be to undertake a complete cost-benefit
analysis to determine exactly what is needed
for our community. It appears this has not
been done. And yet the new federal govern-
ment is committed to evidence-based decision
making. Surely a rigorous assessment is
needed before we even get those promised
federal funds.

Lisa Helps, I challenge you to have the
guts to stop this train and stand up and
speak for those on the side of common
sense. Ask the feds to review the classifica-
tion. Let the $83 million go to a community
in Canada that really is at high risk for
coliform contamination.

And give us a window to get our ducks
in a row so that we can have plans in place
for a state-of-the-art sewage treatment centre
in 2040. The most important thing is not
getting it done but getting it right. The citi-
zens of Victoria will thank you for it.

Joanna Pettit

of possibilities…



According to articles I have read in Focus, Mayor and council have
not made the scientific case to support the need for “secondary or
better” treatment given Victoria’s particular situation. That makes it
sound like ideology has once again trumped science.

Really, I am quite happy to pay for secondary or even tertiary treat-
ment if I can be shown the advantages and necessity of it. Council
should be able to make a public statement to the effect that “we have
read all these reports and the reason we have come out for this partic-
ular solution is because...”

Helps’ statement that “I am not really interested in the debate about
do we need to do it , do we not need to do it” just doesn’t cut it. We
are still sorting out the expensive missteps around Mayor Fortin’s
bridge replacement. I am hoping that future mayors and councils
won’t still be struggling, in years to come, with similar unexamined
issues and costs associated with our nascent sewage system. Now is
the time to sort it out.

Arnold Porter

Devil’s Mountain Fault
What a superb edition! And, I might say, a most thoughtful edito-

rial, Leslie, on the homeless community in Victoria. I would also like
to express my appreciation to David Broadland for the excellent article,
“Devil’s Mountain Fault: the frightening implications for Victoria.”

I think this article should be required reading for all local council
members, MLAs and MPs representing the southern part of Vancouver
Island. I would also like to suggest that the staff and directors of the
Greater Victoria Harbour Authority and Stantec Consulting Ltd (who
are preparing the Ogden Point Master Plan) take time to read this
important document.

I feel that David’s timely revelation of this new geotechnical infor-
mation is vitally important to emergency planning in the CRD. It is
even more imperative to consider given the GVHA’s proposed major
infrastructure development plans for this property at the entrance
to Victoria’s Outer Harbour (search “ogden point master plan” at
www.gvha.ca).

Victoria Adams

Great March/April issue! Scary too. The emperor has no clothes—
what we need is a capital infrastructure review/SWAT team to launch
bridges, sewage treatment plants, et cetera, and negotiate contracts
for any municipality with a project likely to exceed x million dollars.

Thanks for the great writing and insightful analysis. Keep it up.
Peter Elson

Joan MacLeod’s The Valley
I confess I’m disappointed not to receive Focus in my mailbox every

month, mainly because I peruse it for events in Victoria. However,
the new format and length is most welcome, and I’m impressed with
the timely, relevant, excellent journalism in Focus.

I also want to thank you for being the media sponsor for Joan
MacLeod’s play The Valley, at the Belfry in February. I saw the show
with my two daughters and we were grateful to have seen such a stun-
ning performance. One of my daughters remarked that if people saw
the play, they would never question why or how our system of civil
society breaks down. I thought to myself that any one of Joan MacLeod’s
plays constitutes a course in modern sociology. Thank you again
for sponsoring such a worthwhile and moving play.

Susan Yates

8 May/June 2016 • FOCUS

readers’ views

Editor: Leslie Campbell  Publisher: David Broadland
Sales: Bonnie Light, Rosalinde Compton

ADVERTISING & SUBSCRIPTIONS: 250-388-7231 Email focuspublish@shaw.ca

EDITORIAL INQUIRIES and letters to the editor: focusedit@shaw.ca

WEBSITE: www.focusonline.ca   MAIL: Box 5310, Victoria, V8R 6S4

Subscriptions (tax included): $21/year (6 editions); $42/2 years (12 editions)
Copyright © 2016. No portion of this publication may be reproduced in whole or in part without written
permission of the publisher. The views expressed herein are not necessarily those of the publisher of Focus Magazine.

Canadian Publications Mail Product Sales Agreement No. 40051145

26th Anniversary—Victoria’s Annual

MODEL RAILWAY SHOW
Sunday, May 29th, 10am-4pm

West Shore Curling Club
Juan de Fuca Rec Centre, 1767 Island Highway

DOOR PRIZES!      SALES AND DISPLAYS
All scales Model Railroads, Brio and Lego 

Admission $7 adults / $14 family / children 8 & under free
250-595-4070

Ph
ot

o 
by

 R
ob

 D
es

tru
be

Family Law
LAWYER
for 30 years

MEDIATOR and
ARBITRATOR
under the new
Family Law Act

“A better way to
get things done”

William Murphy-Dyson, B.A., LL.B.
BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR

3rd Floor, Burnes House, 26 Bastion Square, Victoria
250-388-4457 barristerbill@coxtaylor.ca



Practicing hope and buying time
I want to add my praise to the accolades

that Gene Miller receives and deserves for
his Focus articles. His latest, “Practicing hope
and buying time,” is an excellent example of
his digging into a concrete (or in this case
woody) issue to find the nectar of deeper
insights and life-meanings.

I liked his David Storey quote about
“humanity’s relation to nature” and the
“collapse of an ordered nature [a religious
cosmology and hierarchy] in which human
beings have a proper place.” Some people’s
careless ruination of the beautiful world God
created, and other people’s attempts to restore
and respect it, exemplify the classic theolog-
ical archetype of creation, fall and redemption.
No wonder Elizabeth May likes to read theology.

My religion, that is my belief about how
the world works and what it all means, involves
three main things.

First of all, hope, which Gene urges in his
last sentence. Second, faith that God loves
the world, is constantly intervening to rescue
it (through the work of environmentalists,
for instance), and will ultimately succeed
even if we destroy ourselves. Third, grati-
tude. To me, gratitude is the great motivator.
I pick up litter, recycle, re-use, reduce, read,
recreate, revere nature, respect all people,
and generally try my best to live my life out
of gratitude and thanksgiving for all God’s
gifts, not the least of which is Gene Miller
(even with his “Shit Sandwiches”).

Jim Hill

Gene Miller notes “acting in the name
of a collective social will” is a challenge,
and I would agree it proves a little alarming
to certain members of society. I would
contend my perceived “problem” with
having homeless present in our city parks
and otherwise, is a testament to our collec-
tive tolerance, values and to a large degree,
our climatic zone.

The cultural “noosphere” (Vladimir
Vernadsky) that we inhabit on this thin wedge
of rock is unique and under constant threat,
as you so often point out. This is a good
thing! It’s the only thing that we can commu-
nally create and it requires ceaseless thought,
engagement and action. Please continue
asking these questions, talk to our toothless
dissidents and pick that trash. Let’s push
our design space to permit more than just
“feel good heroism” values on every kilo-
gram collected. 

Ryan Gisela 
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Focus presents: iHealth Group’s Dr. Kristen Bovee N.D. ADVERTISEMENT

Getting to the root of problems

or Dr. Kristen Bovee, cleaning up one’s diet is key
to successfully addressing any bodily complaint.
But she also has some other tools that can take

healing even further.
Take Prolotherapy for example. It’s a newer approach

to joint pain done by only a handful of practitioners in
the Victoria area. “Prolotherapy usually involves about
four injections spaced a month apart,” says Dr. Bovee.
“Unlike cortisone, which actually stops the healing by
stopping the inflammation—but worsens the joint
over time—prolotherapy involves a highly concen-
trated dextrose (sugar) solution that encourages new
tissue to form so that the joint is stabilized…it’s
worked well for people.”

Dr. Bovee was trained in prolotherapy by MDs in
the US. She is also certified in several other therapies
related to joint degeneration, inflammation and dysfunc-
tion, including PRP, neural therapy and acupuncture.
Through such measures she can call on all aspects of
the healing response to help with both acute and
chronic joint problems.

As a naturopathic physician, however, Dr. Bovee
understands that diet is absolutely central to healing
and health.

Among her favourite tools on that front is a blood
test for food sensitivities. Analyzed by a lab in the US,
a blood sample allows for almost 200 different foods
to be tested for antibodies that signify sensitivity. The
aim is to identify allergies of the “delayed hypersen-
sitivity” type in which symptoms appear hours or even
days after eating the offending food. If it’s something
you eat frequently, the repeated exposure can lead to
a constant level of symptoms that begins to seem
“normal.” Once diet is addressed, says Dr. Bovee, patients
often find new levels of vitality and optimism.

There are dozens of conditions that can stem from
food sensitivities, from ADHD to foggy brain, headaches,
bowel issues, eczema, frequent infections, joint pain,
fibromyalgia, fatigue and weight gain.

And certainly, even without sensitivities, diet plays
a crucial role in anyone’s health. Dr. Bovee helps patients
diagnosed with hypertension, for instance, address
their condition through diet, as well as lifestyle adjust-
ments, adrenal support, and, if necessary, pharmaceuticals.
(She is licensed to prescribe all medications; she can
also direct-bill your medical plan.)

Dr. Bovee says “I try to get to the root of the problem,
not just treat the symptoms.” As a naturopathic doctor,
she has four years training at the Canadian College of
Naturopathic Medicine in Toronto beyond her under-
graduate biochemistry degree from UVic. When,
following her first degree, she worked as a cancer
researcher for two years, she realized she wanted to
focus on health care, not disease care—and to work
directly with individuals. Naturopathic medicine was
a perfect choice for her, and she has now been

F

practicing on the island since 2002, with patients
ranging from infants through elders in their 90s. With
her guidance and support, patients recover faster and
notice improvements on many levels. 

Other therapies often integrated into Dr. Bovee’s
individualized naturopathic treatment plan include
botanicals, bioidentical hormone replacement, chela-
tion therapy, and stress response testing and treatment.
“Stress is a huge factor,” says Dr. Bovee, noting that
there are easy ways to gauge how our body is
responding to stress. She coaches patients under stress
on how to support their adrenals and get adequate
sleep to combat the effects of stress.

Her practice fits well with iHealth Group’s collabo-
rative, patient-centred approach. iHealth’s experienced
health professionals, including chiropractors, massage
therapists, yoga instructors and osteopaths, work
together to help provide “one stop” natural health
care for you, your family and friends.

Dr. Kristen Bovee N.D.
Naturopathic Medicine

iHealth Group
207 - 4480 West Saanich Rd.

iHealthGroup.ca • 250-704-1178

Naturopathic physician Kristen Bovee
is certified in several therapies related
to joint degeneration, inflammation
and dysfunction.

Ph
ot

o:
 To

ny
 B

ou
ns

al
l



Columbia’s forests. You certainly won’t find
any mention of the GBRA back in 2011 when
it was very much a work in progress and the
public was interested in finding out what the
companies at that stage were cutting on a
voluntary basis while the final agreement was
being coaxed along. No, I’m afraid there is
a black hole when it comes to government
records on what precisely they are supposed
to be stewarding for future generations.

Get to the point on Ship Point
The problem won’t be solved by pop-up

art or fire-eating buskers. This shoreline needs
a showcase building (or two). How about a
new art gallery? A new concert hall? A replica
of Fort Victoria very near its original site?
How about a new building to house the
Maritime Museum? Maybe it could be a
showcase to house all three. 

The city should hold an architectural compe-
tition. See if someone can come up with a
striking design that takes its inspiration from
Northwest Native art, for example—a modern
interpretation of a longhouse perhaps.

This area is, I think, an integral part of one
of the gems of North American land-and-
seascapes. Unfortunately, this part of it has
looked like a paved-over open-pit minescape
for years. It needs a showcase building to greet
visitors as ships round the bend and enter the
Inner Harbour. It needs a public building that
could help celebrate our cultural heritage. It
could have a city-side entrance at the foot of
Fort Street and it could have a water-facing
entrance below. One floor could be used to
celebrate our First People’s culture and art.
Another floor could tell the story of European
explorers’ arrival and our subsequent maritime
history. Another floor could tell the story of
Fort Victoria and our gold rush beginnings.
Another floor could display the works of Emily
Carr, E.J. Hughes and some of our other influ-
ential artists. The building could feature a
courtyard for public gatherings and an amphithe-
atre for musical events.

Such a building project would, I think, help
lift the civic imagination out of the mire of
the endless sewage debate. It would help revi-
talize a part of Downtown that is starting to
look a little seedy. And it would be a boon to
the local economy and a much-needed added
attraction for tourists.

Yes, you say, “But who would pay for
this grandiose plan?” And “Do we need a
Royal BC Museum 2?” Well, apparently our
senior governments have many millions avail-
able for lesser projects. The Royal BC Museum

Great Bear Rainforest Agreement
I understand Briony Penn’s inability to

grasp the meaning of the Great Bear Rainforest
Agreement (GBRA) in her March/April, 2016
Focus report. 

Especially in a time of climate change, and
the atmospheric instability it is bringing, how
can anyone claim “certainty”? 

To help make sense of what was changed
by the GBRA (announced February 1, 2016),
I assembled data for the area and the approved
Allowable Annual Cut for the three Timber
Supply Areas, three Tree Farm Licences and
one Community Forest that are affected.

In the GBRA area (north end of Vancouver
Island to Alaska), I could detect no real change
in the areas affected or in the approved
rate of logging (AAC). 

Before and after January 2016 there are
6.4 million hectares in the total GBRA area,
there are 555,000 hectares of managed forest
(future Timber Harvesting Land Base), and
the 2.5 million cubic metres AAC allocated
to timber licensees for logging remained the
same. If there were gains and losses to the
players as a result of this agreement, this
difference is not discernible.

My question is: Did the GBRA affect
the area of managed forest (area available
to log), and the approved rate of logging?
Will someone explain?

Ray Travers R.P.F. (Ret.)

Briony Penn responds: Thanks Ray for the
timely questions. There are indeed many
unanswered questions on the GBRA. This is
a big topic for a Focus sequel. We would
welcome an interview with anyone with
knowledge of the inner workings of what
is left of the Ministry of Forests. Since the
responsibility for inventorying the forest was
dropped from the Chief Forester’s legislated
mandate, I don’t really know where to look
or whom to ask to get that information. If
you go to the provincial ministry website and
look up the Annual Report of the ministry
there isn’t anything available after 2011/12.
Since the BC Liberals got into power, those
documents from 2011 have no information
in them. We have gone from big documents
that one would expect with such a vast area
of public forest to manage for future gener-
ations, to 40 pages of business goals that
might be more appropriate for a brewing
business than a public forest of 52 million
hectares. One might expect something like
a map, for instance. And you certainly won’t
find any descriptions of the state of British

has been a great success but is straining at its
seams. And this project would keep paying
benefits for generations of Victorians to come.

Brian Belton

Climate, trade agreements, rationing
The federal government must renegotiate

or withdraw from international agreements
that restrict Canada from from having domain
over its carbon emissions. If that is not done
all the talk in the world means nothing.

An overall carbon cap must be calcu-
lated and implemented. Taxes and other forms
of compensation do not address the problem.
These are seen as just the cost of doing busi-
ness as usual.

According to Mark Carney, we need to
leave over 66 percent of current fossil fuel
reserves in the ground.

If we are serious, then caps at the source
are the only practical solution. Yes, there are
other places the calculation can be applied
but it requires the least number of control
points to effect the change when it is done
near or at the source of extraction. For example,
regulations on fuel emissions become unnec-
essary when there is a ration on the amount
of fossil fuel that can be used. “Necessity is
the mother of invention.”

I understand that rationing is a hard pill to
swallow but it will become easier as more clean
wind, solar, geothermal, and hydro power
come online. I am not suggesting reducing
fossil fuel use by 60-80 percent instantly, but
at a gradual rate per year that will see us leaving
the correct amount in the ground within 10
years. The practice of promising to reduce
emissions to a specific amount by some distant
date is not acceptable. A time line of how
we get there each year is necessary.

Other government levels need to have their
regulations—for example, around zoning
and building codes—expanded and altered
to encourage clean and efficient energy use. 

The world, due to economic downturn, may
have resolved much of the first year’s reduc-
tion. Economic crisis is not the way to solve
this. Governments need to bring in the experts
on alternative energy and come up with economic
solutions that will fill in the gaps that are neces-
sary to create in the fossil fuel supplies.

Sue Hiscocks

Responsible, rational sewage treatment
I appreciate Brian Burchill’s explanation

of how the Strait of Juan de Fuca has the
proven capability of “auto purification” which
could effectively deal with sewage effluent,
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but I wonder about his idea that the chemi-
cals that make their way into that effluent
are best dealt with by “source control.” In
a perfect world this makes total sense, but in
our world we have seen little evidence that
source control is an achievable option. Indeed,
as Burchill notes in his article, governments
did actually ban a few of the more notorious
chemicals such as freon, teflon, DDT, and
dioxins. But the controls are weak, some-
times allowing years or even decades for the
dangerous substance to be “phased out” and
then, often with myriad caveats about “special
circumstances” when it can still be used. As
well, companies that stood to (gasp!) lose
money from those bans, came up with replace-
ment chemicals for the banned ones (such as
hydrofluorocarbons for freon and GenX for
teflon) that have been shown to be equally
damaging, although not always by the same
mechanisms as the original chemical. 

If we are looking for any precedent to
encourage us that “source control” is even
on the radar, bear in mind that most of the
estimated 30,000-80,000 laboratory-created
chemicals that have entered our lives since
WWII have not been tested for potential
adverse effects on humans, wildlife, insects,
sea creatures and/or the rest of nature.
Whenever new chemicals hit the market, and
there are thousands of them every year, we
rely on industry to tell us if they are safe and
in what quantities or forms or combinations.
Somehow this seems a tad devious, in a fox
and henhouse sort of way.

On top of that, no one appears to be seri-
ously monitoring whether those few toxins
that actually have been banned, such as dioxins,
are truly not exceeding allowable levels, as an
Australian investigative news program demon-
strated several years ago when they tested and
found higher than permitted levels of dioxins
in a generic glyphosate herbicide produced in
China. We have many examples here in BC of
governmental regulating and inspection bodies
turning the other way and/or outright denying
the possibility when faced with a potential
chemical hazard. We only find out about it
when things go haywire such as the Mount
Polley tailings “pond” breach. Sadly, whether
forced or voluntary, “source control” does not
seem a reliable option in our current world.

Jo Phillips
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Focus presents: Dr. Benjamin Bell and Dr. SuAnn Ng
ADVERTISEMENT

In-house expertise means patients benefit

few years ago, Dr. Ben Bell, with his wife and
partner Dr. SuAnn Ng, purchased a state-of-
the-art ceramic mill which allows them to

create crowns, onlays, inlays, veneers, and bridges
all in-house. By avoiding the use of outside labs, they
not only can save clients time and money, they have
more ability to customize and control for quality.

“The ability to have the crown ready for the patient
in one appointment avoids the intermediate phase
of wearing a temporary crown for two weeks and
then returning to the office for the final crown to be
cemented,” explains Dr. Bell. An optical scanner and
digital technology allow him—in consultation
with his patient—to design the ideal crown which
is milled onsite. 

The same scanner is also helpful during implant
procedures. The first choice is always to save a tooth,
says the dentist, but sometimes, despite all efforts of
both patient and dentist, that just isn’t possible. 

Implants are also being sought by many who
have relied on bridges and dentures for years. “They
are choosing to go to implants because they are
more stable and functional,” says Dr. Bell. “Dentures
often rub and shift which irritates the tissue while
the patient is chewing. Bridges often trap food
underneath them.”

In the past five years, he notes, implant crowns
have become more natural looking and are stronger.
Implants also integrate with the bone more quickly—
which can shave months off the time between implant
and crown placement. The team’s CBCT scanner
allows the dentist to see a 3D image of the bone
which means dental implants can be placed with
more precision, thereby lowering any risk of injury
and complications. (It also enables root canals to be
done more confidently.) “That scanner,” says Dr. Bell,
“helps me sleep better at night.” 

Integrating the 3D CBCT image and the Cerec
optical scanner image can often significantly reduce
the number of visits necessary to replace a tooth,
says Dr. Bell. “In the past we often needed approx-
imately 4 appointments to replace a tooth with
an implant, now, in many cases, we place the
implant in one appointment and the next time we
see the patient we are able to attach the tooth to
the implant.”

Dr. Bell insists on using premium implants from
companies that have long-established excellent track
records. It’s all about minimizing risk of future prob-
lems, because when an implant fails it can mean a
long process of addressing infection that gets into
the jaw bone. Dr. Bell, who has been placing implants
for 10 years says, “You have to be extremely committed
to the art and science. Placing implants requires dedi-
cation to continuously upgrading your training to
stay up to date with the advances.”

A

Indeed: The money invested in state-of-the-art
equipment and the time devoted to continuing educa-
tion are significant. On average, Dr. Bell exceeds 100
hours of continuous education training per year,
more than 3 times the college requirements. Dr. Bell
has received training at some of the most widely
respected dental training institutes in the world
including Spear Education in Arizona; he is a grad-
uate of the Kois Center in Seattle, and a mentor with
the Cerec Doctors Institute.

“The technology is changing so rapidly in dentistry,”
says Dr. Bell, I believe that we have a responsibility
to stay current to ensure that our patients receive
optimal care. One of the reasons that we do all these
procedures in-house is so that our patients can have
continuous care from the same clinicians from start
to finish. Another reason is that by offering more
specialized procedures, we make advanced dentistry
more affordable to our patients.”

With Dr. SuAnn Ng teaching clinical oral radiology,
pathology, and local anaesthesia at Camosun College,
and not to mention keeping busy with Dr. Bell and
their two young children, they are both pleased to
have Dr. Andrew Sweet in the office these days. Dr.
Sweet also provides a wide range of dental services
including crowns, root canals, extractions, surg-
eries and Invisalign orthodontics.

Dr. Benjamin Bell & Dr. SuAnn Ng
General & Cosmetic Dentistry

#220 – 1070 Douglas St (TD Bank Building)

250-384-8028
www.myvictoriadentist.ca

Dr. Benjamin Bell and Dr. SuAnn Ng
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wrote here last edition about my two-year battle with the CRD to
get two sentences of a 2009 staff report released to the public. I
believed the sentences would show that CRD staff greatly under-

estimated, either intentionally or by honest mistake, a significant cost
related to the development and construction of a secondary sewage
treatment system for Victoria.

As ordered by the Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner,
the CRD released those two sentences in March. Since the cost to
taxpayers of the CRD’s refusal to release the two sentences was signif-
icant—I estimate $20,000—I am going to provide you with every
single word. The two sentences that the CRD—and the engineering
consulting firm Stantec—were determined to keep secret were these:
“The program management consultant service fees are estimated at 3
percent of the total project construction value and will be shareable
under the federal and provincial planning agreement. Stantec’s hourly
rates are up to 40 percent lower than the next ranked firm.”

On the basis of that estimate, CRD directors decided to award a
major 6-year contract to Stantec. The cost to the CRD was to be based
on those very competitive rates.

Here’s why the CRD and Stantec didn’t want to give up those
two sentences. Stantec’s estimate for the cost to build a secondary
treatment plant at McLoughlin Point was $783 million. Of that, about
$410 million was for construction costs. Applying the “3 percent”
from the two secret sentences to that cost, Stantec’s expected fee over
the life of the project would have been just over $12 million. But by
2013 the CRD and the Seaterra Commission were estimating Stantec’s
eventual cost would be $39.6–$43 million. That’s a 3-fold increase
over Stantec’s 2009 estimate.

This is significant for two reasons.
First, those two sentences were written by two CRD employees,

Dwayne Kalynchuk and Tony Brcic. Both just happened to be former

Stantec employees. It’s evident in the second sentence that they promoted
Stantec’s hourly rates as being considerably lower than those of Stantec’s
two competitors for the contract. Yet once Stantec was awarded the
contract, the expected cost to taxpayers ballooned. Naturally, one
wonders if Kalynchuk’s and Brcic’s former employment with Stantec
played any role in their recommendation of Stantec and the subse-
quent escalation of Stantec’s fee. I can make no comment on that. I
would wager, though, that most CRD taxpayers would want to see
more stringent care taken by the CRD to protect the interests of
taxpayers in the awarding of contracts than was practiced in this case.

Secondly, the underestimation was apparently based on informa-
tion provided to the CRD by Stantec. Did it deliberately provide the
CRD with a low estimate to get the contract? Or was it just bad at
estimating costs?

Either way, the three-fold underestimation raises questions
about Stantec’s $783 million price tag for the project. Has Stantec
been underestimating the overall project cost, too? Or, if Stantec
couldn’t accurately estimate its own portion of the overall project
cost, should anyone have confidence in its ability to estimate the
overall cost? This is critical. The support for McLoughlin Point by
some CRD representatives, including Nils Jensen, Ben Isitt and Geoff
Young, has been based on the validity of Stantec’s estimate.

Stantec’s 6-year contract with the CRD will expire in December,
and the CRD seems determined to keep working with the firm. This
is the most perplexing part of this story. Even though Stantec’s expected
fee had inflated far beyond its initial estimate, the CRD argued against
releasing those two sentences, partly on the basis that revealing them
might result in Stantec’s competitors under-bidding it if the contract
were reopened. That is, taxpayers might get a better deal. The CRD,
funded by taxpayers, seems to be opposed to that. Instead of being
appalled by the huge increase in Stantec’s expected bill, they chose

I
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Quashing the public interest
DAVID BROADLAND

Mayor Helps and the CRD seem to have lost sight of whom they are serving.

A house on Dallas Road near the site of a proposed sewage treatment plant at Clover Point
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to protect its interests. Shouldn’t the CRD be focussed on the inter-
ests of the people in the community who fund it?

THAT RELEGATION OF THE PUBLIC INTEREST to second-class
status is also playing out on a much larger scale in the sewage treat-
ment issue. A peer-reviewed scientific study by DFO scientists showed
that higher levels of treatment would have a “negligible effect” on
environmental conditions in the Salish Sea. Detailed analyses have
been made by marine scientists and public health officials showing
that the current marine-based treatment facilities at Clover Point and
Macaulay Point are safe and effective and are doing no harm to the
environment. Those scientists have argued that new regulations being
imposed by Ottawa do not take into account the physical circum-
stances that have allowed this system to function safely for many years.

At the same time, crucial aspects of the system proposed to replace
it have not been worked out—how biosolids would be safely disposed
of, for example—so the environmental risks of those unknown
details can’t be weighed. Since a replacement system will likely cost
local taxpayers $1 billion or more, you would hope that the default
position of Victoria’s elected officials would be to insist that Ottawa
and BC provide exacting proof that the local marine scientists and
health officers are wrong before the community is forced to go to
such great expense.

Sadly, the opposite is true. When the federal government recently
sent a letter to the CRD reiterating its crude, formula-based deter-
mination that Victoria’s tidal-powered, organic and self-disinfecting
approach was “high risk,” Victoria Mayor Lisa Helps said, “Very
clearly, they’ve taken 2014 data that shows all the things which are
not good for the marine environment are way over the threshold. So
I am very happy we have received this letter. I hope this will completely
quash the debate.”

Helps, who led an expensive, year-long debate to a complete failure
at Rock Bay, doesn’t know what she’s talking about. Under Ottawa’s
point system, Victoria fails because the test puts so much emphasis on
total suspended solids and oxygen demand, characteristics of sewage
effluent that local marine scientists have said has negligible impact on
the environmental health of the Strait of Juan de Fuca.

Instead of accepting the wisdom and professional experience that
scientists and health officers have obtained after years of observing
Victoria’s marine-based system, Helps has accepted the authority of
Ottawa to make an arbitrary and unreasonable decision. In doing
that, she has put the community at greater risk of having to spend an
unbelievably large sum of money unnecessarily. She’s failing to serve
the public interest, just like CRD staff did when they chose to protect
Stantec’s interest.

The part of the community that Helps supports, that wants to build
something without even knowing whether it will provide a net envi-
ronmental benefit, can’t find a place to put their project. No wonder.
Without a proven need for replacing the existing treatment system—
a system the community has already bought and paid for—any location
that’s considered will always appear to have a higher value as some-
thing else. Even a parking lot has a higher value than an unneeded
treatment plant. That’s been true for Haro Woods, McLoughlin Point,
Viewfield Road, Rock Bay and now Clover Point. A bureaucratic formula
that has nothing to do with the public interest is going to remain uncon-
vincing to the other part of the community that wants to see hard
evidence that the scientists and health officers are wrong.

David Broadland is the publisher of Focus.

Suite 204 – 3550 Saanich Rd (Munro Centre)
Victoria, BC, V8X 1X2

250-590-3991   •    gail@gkperkins.ca
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“When personal service and affordable value are your expectations”

Please visit our website at www.gkperkins .ca
for more information about our services:

• Personal tax returns (T1)
• Corporate tax returns (T2)
• Trust returns (T3)

• Bookkeeping
• Payroll, WCB
• PST, GST

Registration:  RRU Continuing Studies, www.royalroads.ca/continuing-studies.
Please do not let cost deter you from attending—ask us about
our scholarships. See website for more programs.

Making a Place We Can All Call Home:
Soul-Work for Earth Partisans
with Ian Wright
4 Tuesdays, May 10 – 31, 10am – 12pm
$75 or $20 drop-in; Friends Meeting House, 1831 Fern Street

The Mystic Future of Chistianity
with Bruce Sanguin
Friday, May 13: lecture 7-9pm; Saturday, May 14: workshop 9:30am - 3:30pm
Friday & Saturday $90; Friday only $30; Saturday only $70
A free copy of The Way of the Wind: The Path and Practice of Evolutionary
Christian Mysticism will be given to the first 25 registrations.
St Aidan’s United Church, 3703 St Aidans Street

Dancing with the Universe Power of Synergy
with Bernice Vetter SC
Saturday June 11, 10am – 4pm; Please bring your lunch, refreshments served 
$75; Friends Meeting House, 1831 Fern Street

May & June Events

earthliteracies@gmail.com • 250-220-4601
www.earthliteracies.org



with civil rights groups around the
province, would like BC to enact
legislation to control SLAPP suits.
“These are ordinary people who have
never had any brush with the law
and it just effectively intimidated
people,” Furstenau said.

However, the lawyer for SIRM,
Christopher Siver of Mulroney &
Company, who signed the letters,
does not agree they have SLAPP hall-
marks and is hoping recipients will
apologize, retract inaccurate infor-
mation and compensate the company.
Several have already made retrac-
tions, he said.

“I don’t think a SLAPP suit is a fair
characterization. This is not a strategic
case in that it is being done in good
faith. Our good name is being dragged
though the mud and we know we
are harmed. We are being told we
are the poisoners of Shawnigan Lake,”
he said. “SIRM absolutely believes

in people’s right to protest and their right to disagree…but, we need
people to understand that the right to protest and the right to object
ends with false information,” Siver said.

A major point of contention concerns water flowing off the site
during a November rainstorm and a subsequent Island Health do-not-
use-water advisory. That rainwater had no contact with contaminated
soil, but people said in blogs and news stories that contaminated water
flowed from the site, according to Siver. “There was no contaminated
water,” he said.

However, Furstenau points to two engineering reports commissioned
by Cowichan Valley Regional District, one of which raised concerns
about the sediment pond at the SIRM site, while the other found elevated
levels of aluminum, copper and selenium in water leaving the site.

The second trigger for the legal letters is descriptions of soil at the
site as “toxic” instead of “contaminated.” “These are not interchange-
able terms,” Siver wrote in an email to Focus, adding, “Contamination
is a defined term in the Environment Management Act (EMA). Toxic
is a word that describes some sort [of] harm which could result from
exposure or ingestion of some particular thing. Toxicity relates to dose.
Everything is toxic at some point.…The general point is that the fact
of contamination does not make something dangerous, dose does.
SIRM’s mine and reclamation site accepts contaminated soils which
are defined by a schedule to the regulations of the EMA. These are
specifically not ‘hazardous’ waste soils as that term is defined in the
Hazardous Waste Act and I am advised that at no time are the levels of
contamination in the accepted soil high enough to be considered toxic.”

In another email, Siver said: “You have to stop using the word ‘toxic.’
It has no valid meaning here. It is so vague and implies certain danger

n Shawnigan Lake there’s a
macabre twist to old knock-
knock jokes as residents face a

flurry of visits from process servers
who hand over envelopes
containing legal letters demanding
apologies, retractions and compen-
sation for statements made about
South Island Resource Management
Ltd (SIRM)—the company that
operates a contaminated soil land-
fill above Shawnigan Lake.

While some letters have gone to
media outlets that reported on the
battle between residents and the
company—and the provincial govern-
ment that issued the permit—others
have gone to bloggers and those
posting on social media.

The site, owned by Cobble Hill
Holdings and South Island Aggregates,
sits five kilometres uphill from
Shawnigan Lake, the drinking water
source for 7500 area residents who
fear contaminated soil, which is being dumped in a quarry, could put
their drinking water at risk. 

Residents and supporters have ferociously fought the proposal in
the courts, through demonstrations and with letters since it was first
proposed in 2012, but the provincial government issued a permit last
year for 100,000 tonnes of contaminated soil a year to be dumped at
the site for 50 years. The permit allows contaminants such as furans,
dioxins, glycol and xylene, all of which can damage human health, to
be contained in the soil which is encapsulated in plastic liners.

While SIRM says the soil is safely contained and there is no chance
of leaching or a spill, there has been an unprecedented outcry not only
from citizens, but also from Cowichan Valley Regional District
politicians, provincial New Democrats and the BC Green Party, all of
whom are demanding that government pull the permit. Unsurprisingly,
the battle has raised questions about how much control a community
has over what goes on within its boundaries.

And now citizens in the community are feeling threatened in a different
way. According to Sonia Furstenau, Shawnigan area representative for
Cowichan Valley Regional District, at least one dozen lawyer’s letters
have been handed to community members and the number may be
higher as some people are so intimidated they will not talk about it.
Furstenau, among others, is describing the letters as Strategic Lawsuits
Against Public Participation (SLAPP suits) aimed at keeping people quiet.

The threats of legal action have had a detrimental effect on the
community and people are beginning to assume that, if there is a stranger
at the door, it is likely to be a process server, Furstenau said. “It’s an
intrusion into our lives that goes beyond intimidation. We all have this
presence in our lives. It’s insidious,” said Furstenau who, in common
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The chill in Shawnigan Lake
JUDITH LAVOIE

People who have publicly expressed concern about a contaminated soil dump are being threatened with defamation suits.

talk of the town
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“These are ordinary

people who have never

had any brush with the

law and it just effectively

intimidated people.”

—Sonia Furstenau

“We absolutely believe

we have been wronged.

We don’t enjoy being told

we are greedy poisoners

of children’s water.”

—Christopher Siver



and high risk. Its use is detrimental to any proper understanding of
what is going on. From a legal perspective, we would view the use of
the word toxic as fraught with danger and possibly defamatory so we
do caution you against using such a word.”

Residents agree with Siver that toxicity depends on exposure and
dosage, but fear that, over time, liners and other soil containment
measures will fail and that contaminants will enter the lake, leading to
an accumulation of toxins in the water and, subsequently, bioaccumu-
lation in the bodies of those who drink the water.

“We are concerned because the scientific consensus is that all liners
will fail. What’s particularly distressing is that, in the case of this
landfill, the combination of contaminants sitting on those liners could
result in even more rapid deterioration of the liners,” Furstenau said.

Bernhard Juurlink, a member of the Shawnigan Residents Association
research team, who has a PhD in cell biology, said in a letter to Island
Health that all liners, including clay, break down within decades.
“Organic molecules diffuse through the polyethylene geotextile used.
Hence this liner is no barrier to many of the nasty hydrocarbons present
within the soils being encapsulated,” he wrote.

But Siver said comparisons with wet municipal garbage dumps are
inaccurate as the stored soil is dry and the site is safe “for a couple of
billion years until the sun explodes.” Even in the unlikely event of all
the systems failing, describing contaminants as toxic would not be accu-
rate as they would take about 150 years to reach the lake, he added.“Even
if it leaked over ground and into the river and then into the lake, when
it reaches the lake it would be dispersed at a level of about 40-billion
to one, so it goes back to the level of the dose,” he said.

Most soil at the site could be compared to soil under a driveway that
has been contaminated with oil and is dirty, but not toxic, Siver said.
“Residents have a concern, but it is not a reasonable concern. They
have a 100 percent right to have those concerns, but they just can’t lie,”
he reiterated.

SO FAR, SHAWNIGAN LAKE RESIDENT JOHN KEIRSTEAD is
the only person known to have been served with a Supreme Court of
BC notice of civil claim after ignoring the first letter he received.
Keirstead, owner of Mission LED Lighting Company Ltd, writes a
regular blog. One of his posts describes how Cowichan Valley citizens
are being ignored by the provincial government as they fight to protect
their water supply and says that “toxic, contaminated soil is being
dumped into the headwaters of the drinking water source.”

The notice of civil suit claims that Keirstead “makes many statements
of facts which are false and contain imputations, connotations, innu-
endoes and stings which would tend to lower SIRM’s reputation in the
eyes of a reasonable person.”

But Keirstead has no intention of backing down and he plans to coun-
tersue. “I don’t like being bullied and that’s what these guys are doing,”
he said. “I want to countersue because this is bullshit. It truly fits a
SLAPP designation. They are trying to shut people up,” said Keirstead. 

Sarah Miller, a Nanaimo resident who blogs for the Huffington Post,
was shocked when she received a letter from Siver about a post that
made only one brief mention of Shawnigan Lake and did not name the
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THESE SUITS fly beneath the radar of public conscious-

ness, but have a profound censoring effect.”

—Josh Paterson, BC Civil Liberties Association
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company (“9 More Scandals of Christy Clark,
BC Liberal Party”). The letter demands an
apology, retraction and financial compensa-
tion for saying “there have already been a few
close calls of contaminated water breaching
past the dump site during heavy rainfall.” Siver
wrote, “That statement is false. The sting of
that statement is contaminated water left South
Island Resource Management Ltd.’s mine and
reclamation site. No water that contacted cont-
aminated soil has been discharged…”

In her response to Siver, Miller wrote, “In
no way did I say that it did breach; rather I
referred to the incident as a ‘close call’…By
definition a ‘close call’ is something that ulti-
mately did not happen. With that being said
the government’s own reports show that water
did breach onto the [adjacent] CVRD prop-
erty; the fact that it contained little to no
contaminants is more along the lines of what I
would consider a ‘close call.’ I also did not imply
any negligence on your client’s part, but rather
on the provincial government for granting the
permit in the first place, as I believe the provin-
cial government and the Ministry of Environment
to be ultimately responsible for such matters.”

Siver, however, says that Miller’s statement
was still inaccurate. “There was no close call.
Nothing almost happened,” he said, meaning
the legal threats are justified.

Miller’s posting developed a life of its own
with one of her friends, Louise Gilfoy, receiving
her own legal letter after retweeting the
blog with the words “shady practices.” That
was followed by another friend, Laura Colpitts,
receiving a letter for retweeting Gilfoy.

“We are complaining of your retweeting of
a defamatory paragraph from another author’s
posting,” says the letter to Gilfoy.

“We also write to complain of one of your
originally written tweets. As we are certain
you are aware, you are a prolific social media
user. Therefore, while we are at this time only
complaining of two of your social media posts,
we reserve the right to complain of others.”

Colpitts withdrew her tweet, which criti-
cized SIRM’s “response-attack” but said when
she went to the SIRM Twitter account, ready
to apologize, she was blocked. 

Since her February correspondence, Miller
has—carefully—written a blog entirely about
Shawnigan Lake. “I think this is more just to
try and silence the public and media outlets,”
she said. (Shaw TV and rabble.ca have already
issued apologies and retractions.)

Luke Cross of Duncan became involved in
the community issue because he was shocked
the provincial government granted a permit

for the landfill. “The reason I came to BC is
it is the most beautiful place on the planet, so
I started taking videos and telling people what’s
going on and making them available on Facebook
and YouTube and then I got a 23-page letter
objecting to the videos,” he said. “They wanted
me to remove all the videos from the internet,
which I did, and they wanted me to make a
public apology, which I refuse to do, and they
accused me of trespassing when I haven’t,”
Cross said.

The letter worried his family and silenced
him for a while, he admitted. “It has been a
bit stressful. In fact it has been very stressful.
Now I am being very careful about what I say.
I don’t want to receive any more letters. It’s a
big waste of my time and it worries the family,”
he said. “I think it’s disgusting a company
should be allowed to do this sort of thing to
a community that is just wanting to speak out.
What about free speech?”

But Siver says he and the company are
working in good faith and have no difficulty
with people protesting outside the site or
complaining about the operation—provided
they stick to the facts.

“We absolutely believe we have been wronged.
We don’t enjoy being told we are greedy
poisoners of children’s water,” he said.

Furstenau, one of Shawnigan’s most prolific
bloggers, has not been taken to task about her
statements being defamatory. In February,
however, she received a letter from Siver accusing
her of breach of privacy, breach of confidence,
abuse of power and misfeasance of public office
for posting the company’s Environmental
Procedures Manual on her site.

The letter warns that a Notice of Civil Claim
will follow if she does not immediately apol-
ogize and compensate SIRM for breaching its
privacy. The take-no-prisoners tone of the
letter and accusations that Furstenau obtained
the manual illicitly illustrate a vast rift between
the company and community representatives.

“As a result of your multiple, wrongful acts,
we believe a court will compensate South Island
Resource Management Ltd for the damages
it has suffered to its privacy interests, its repu-
tation and to its business interests. We also
believe as a result of the multiple breaches,
including the breaches of your public office
duties, that punitive damages will be awarded
against you,” the letter says.

Furstenau left the response to CVRD lawyers
who pointed out that the manual was attached
to an affidavit filed in court by the company.
Their letter also noted: “We understand the
Environmental Procedures Manual is a require-

ment of the Ministry of Environment permit
and is considered to be a publicly available
document by the Ministry,” says the reply.

BC GREEN PARTY LEADER Andrew Weaver
said that whether or not the letters from
SIRM’s lawyer meet the criteria for SLAPP
suits, they do amount to heavy-handed intim-
idation. He added that it is a tactic that is
unlikely to win the company many friends.
“I hope calmer minds prevail and they stop
frivolously slapping people around right, left
and centre,” he said.

While legal experts emphasize that they
cannot say whether Shawnigan definitively
meets the criteria of SLAPP suits, the situation
has renewed calls for the BC government to
reinstate anti-SLAPP legislation .

In 2001, during the dying days of the NDP
government, BC enacted groundbreaking anti-
SLAPP legislation, but it was repealed five
months later by the newly-elected Liberal
government who argued that it would lead to
a “protest culture.” 

The short-lived legislation gave judges the
power to quickly dismiss lawsuits aimed at
stifling free speech, with hearings taking place
within 60 days of a complaint. The bill set
tough standards for proving a SLAPP, but gave
citizens qualified privilege to speak on matters
of public interest as long as there was an
absence of malice.

“It is something we would definitely be
interested in seeing back in,” said Cowichan
Valley MLA Bill Routley. “This kind of behav-
iour of trying to scare folks from exercising
free speech is unfortunate to say the least.”

Chris Tollefson, executive director of the
University of Victoria’s Environmental Law
Centre, said the situation illustrates the need
for legislation that explicitly affirms the value
of public participation in matters of public
interest and provides protection for those
exercising their democratic rights. “From
what I hear, this is something many, many
people and organizations are calling for,” he
said. “In my view it is a basic building block
of a robust democracy.”

Quebec and Ontario now both have similar
laws to ensure the courts have the appro-
priate tools to protect the rights of citizens,
Tollefson said.

The BC Civil Liberties Association has been
vocal in calling for anti-SLAPP legislation and
executive director Josh Paterson said the group
is seeing an increase in the number of apparent
SLAPP suits. It is difficult to estimate numbers,
he noted, as many people are afraid to speak
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out after receiving a lawyer’s letter demanding
retractions, apologies and threatening legal
action if they are not provided. “The perva-
siveness of SLAPPs is difficult to measure
because most will achieve their goals of silencing
criticism long before they ever get to a judge,”
he said. “These suits fly beneath the radar of
public consciousness, but have a profound
censoring effect.”

MEANWHILE, OTHER LAWSUITS related
to the Shawnigan soil dump are wending their
way through the courts.

Opponents received a boost last month from
a BC Supreme Court decision that the landfill
contravenes Cowichan Valley Regional District
zoning bylaws—a ruling that is being appealed.
However the victory was short-lived as the
company also asked the BC Court of Appeal
for a stay of the injunction preventing further
dumping at the site until the appeal is heard
and, on April 15, the court agreed to lift the
injunction, allowing the company to complete
existing contracts. The company, which argued
that it could lose up to $8.2-million, leaving it
open to potential bankruptcy or foreclosure,
plans to continue operations until the hearing
of their appeal, expected in mid August.

CVRD has responded by submitting a notice
of cross-appeal requesting an order to remove
the “soil management facility, the soil treat-
ment facility and all landfill cells and any waste
material, including contaminated soil and ash
stored, treated or landfilled on the Stebbings
Road property.”

Shawnigan Residents Association is also
waiting for a decision from a judicial review
of the Environmental Appeal Board’s deci-
sion to uphold the permit. The case wrapped
up on February 29 and it is not known when
the ruling will be made.

But, for now, individual residents are most
concerned about potential fallout from speaking
out in what they believed was the commu-
nity’s interest. “I am absolutely disgusted that
companies can use these kinds of practices to
silence the public and media and I will gladly
help in any way that I can to stop this from
happening to others and to defend other critics
of the Shawnigan Lake dump site,” said Sarah
Miller, the Huffington Post blogger.

Judith Lavoie is an award-
winning journalist specializing
in the environment, First
Nations, and social issues.
Twitter @LavoieJudith

Focus presents: iHealth Group’s Sue Beach ADVERTISEMENT

Restore and heal yourself through yoga

ike many people, Sue Beach started practicing
yoga in order to cope with stress. That was 30
years ago and she’s never stopped practicing it

and enjoying its many benefits.
Sue’s first career was as a registered nurse, which

she continued throughout law school. Since getting
her law degree, she’s led a busy life as a lawyer while
raising a family. So she’s had plenty of stress to cope
with over the decades. 

Besides its calming effects, she discovered yoga
helped her treat her own injuries to her shoulder,
arms, back and hips. She’s explored many different
forms of yoga including Hatha, Ashtanga, hot yoga,
Iyengar and Kundalini—but for the past eight years
Sue has been a student of Tracey (Chetna) Boyd whom
she credits with inspiring her to deepen her practice
and to teach yoga herself.

Sue found herself drawn to the idea of teaching
and also learning more about the beliefs behind yoga
from India. Last year she took a break from work.
“I went to India for six weeks and spent a month in
yoga teacher training at a Sivananda Ashram. It was
very intense, with training from 6 am to 10 pm for
30 days—but fascinating. I learned more about the
healing aspects of yoga, which as a former RN, is
what I like to focus on.” She decided to dedicate
herself to “bringing yoga to ordinary people, to help
them benefit from its healing properties.”

Since her India trip, Sue has done further advanced
yoga teacher training in yoga therapy and continues
with this teaching in town. She sought a venue to
offer people “Restorative Yoga.” She found that at
iHealth Group in the Royal Oak Shopping Centre.
Besides iHealth’s large studio space, she likes being
part of the team of compassionate, holistically-oriented
health care providers at iHealth.

Sue offers one-on-one consultations and training,
as well as two courses. In “Restorative Yoga” on
Thursday evenings she teaches poses that are held
for anywhere from three to ten minutes with the
support of bolsters and other aids. “When you are in
a comfortable position that stretches your muscles
a bit, and you hold it long enough, that allows for
the release of toxins,” explains Sue. This helps boost
the immune system, balance the nervous system, and
enhance our sense of well-being. Coupled with mindful
meditation that trains the mind to calm down,
Restorative Yoga provides deep healing benefits.

Restorative Yoga is especially helpful for those with
arthritis, back problems, heart conditions and depres-
sion and anxiety. In her one-on-one practice Sue works
with her clients, producing a six-week plan involving
a short series of yoga exercises they can do at home
to slowly and effectively work what is bothering them.

Sue also teaches an “Over 40s” class Saturday
mornings (8:30-10am). This focuses on what you

L

need in the prime of your life—helping you main-
tain and improve strength, increase flexibility, bone
density, and improve circulation, hormonal balance
and physical balance. Sue keeps it challenging, though
geared to individuals’ abilities.

Besides helping heal from ailments, says Sue,
“Yoga is a great complement for athletic activity—
and life in general. It keeps you moving and from
becoming injured.”

As a former nurse, Sue fees like she’s returned
to her roots. “My nursing background gave me a
strong base in anatomy and chronic conditions.”
She feels that her own age and challenges—she
has some arthritis in her hip—help her understand
what others are going through. “Recovery is slower
as we age,” admits Sue, “but yoga can help anyone
move towards recovery.”

Sue Beach, Yoga Instructor
iHealth Group

207 - 4480 West Saanich Rd.
iHealthGroup.ca • 250-704-1178

“When you are in a comfortable
position that stretches your muscles
a bit, and you hold it long enough,
that allows for the release of toxins.”

—Sue Beach, yoga instructor
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ith its iconic rounded nose, the
vintage Canadian Pacific F-unit
locomotive cut a striking figure,

parked outside the Nanaimo train station on
Selby Street. 

For the volunteers who poured years of
energy and millions of dollars into rebuilding
the historic station, the sights and sounds of
a working train were cause for celebration. 

On a July-feeling weekend in early April,
families, train enthusiasts and politicians gath-
ered to check out the train, take turns on the
pumper cars, and enjoy some cake to mark
the 130th anniversary of rail on Vancouver
Island. Twenty-five dollar tickets quickly sold
out for the hour-long amble to Wellington
and back.  

“Really what made it special was seeing
reaction from people along the highway,” said
Chris Alemany, a councillor in Port Alberni.
“People were stopping on the side of the road
and waving and hanging out of their sun roofs.”

Of course, the train isn’t here to stay. It’s
just a loaner, barged in from the mainland
for the special occasion, but the weekend
celebration served as a happy reminder of
the potential and promise of a tourist train
once again. The pitch: a new Central-Island
excursion train for Nanaimo cruise passen-
gers, bringing more than $20 million in
economic development. 

And the target audience arrived just on time
to catch the message, along with a free ride
on the train. Municipal politicians from across
the Island gathered in Nanaimo April 8-10
for an annual general meeting to debate
and vote on issues of common concern.

Many of the special invitees, however, were
unmoved by the publicity stunt.

“If you need all that money to fix the rail,
why are you spending all this money fool-
ishly?” opined Langford councillor Denise
Blackwell, in the media.  

Others described it as a distraction from
the facts: It’s been more than five years since
the last train ran on the E&N, and there is no
good-news funding announcement in sight. 

While the anniversary event may have been
designed to whip up nostalgic support for
rail, our political representatives sent a very
different message when they got down to
business at the Nanaimo conference centre.

A strong majority supported a resolution
from Langford calling for an audit of the
Island Corridor Foundation, the non-profit
society mandated to manage the E&N corridor
and to preserve and develop the railway. 

While the resolution may be toothless,
it makes clear that long-simmering frustra-
tions with the management of the corridor
have reached a boiling point. It’s also the
latest in a series of attacks against the ICF,
which have the potential to unravel all the
efforts to revive rail on the E&N. The future
of rail is at a critical juncture.

THE FIRST ATTACK CAME IN THE FALL
of 2015, when Langford tired of paying
ongoing corridor fees and rail-infrastructure
charges despite having no train running the
tracks. The municipality pulled its permis-
sive tax exemption to the ICF, which responded
in kind by charging the municipality $50,000
for the right of way to build a bike trail. The
tit-for-tat quickly escalated into a pissing
match in the media. Soon after, Langford
handily passed a motion calling for a finan-
cial and governance review of the ICF. The
same motion passed at the Capital Regional

District before making its way to the AGM
of the Association of Vancouver Island and
Coastal Communities (AVICC) in April. 

The second blow came in December, when
the Snaw-Naw-As First Nation launched a
civil claim against the ICF. It argues that land
once taken from the reserve to build a railway
should be returned, now that it’s no longer
being used for that purpose. If successful, the
suit could effectively cut the rail corridor
in half. But even if the suit doesn’t win in
court, it could still prove fatal by triggering
more delays to long-promised federal funding
to upgrade the tracks. Without this signoff,
matching provincial funding remains locked
up indefinitely.

The third setback arrived in March. That’s
when the Regional District of Nanaimo pulled
the plug on its contribution agreement with
the Island Corridor Foundation. 

“We don’t think the train is ever going to
run North of Nanaimo,” said Bill Veenhof,
RDN board chair. “We’ve requisitioned
tax dollars for that…and if we don’t believe
that the taxpayers’ money is going to be used
for what it was intended, then it’s time to
move on.”
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Critical crossroads for rail on the Island
ROSZAN HOLMEN

Island politicians support rail—but not rail management.

talk of the town

W

A Canadian Pacific F-unit locomotive had to be barged to Nanaimo to celebrate 130 years of rail on the Island
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The regional district withdrew its $945,000
pledge, and went public with their list of
grievances. Among them: a lack of commu-
nication and transparency by the ICF; a lack
of faith that $20.9 million is adequate to
upgrade the tracks as the ICF claims; and
disappointment in the train schedule as
proposed by the ICF.  

“We were told we were going to get daily
service north of Nanaimo to Victoria,” said
Veenhof. “That’s not happening…we under-
stand that it’s weekend service for some time.” 

The official response from the ICF was
strangely muted. A written statement said it
is disappointed but optimistic federal signoff
is close at hand. “The ICF Board will inves-
tigate other funding and operational
alternatives,” it read. 

Unfortunately, it’s not that simple. The
five regional districts that share the corridor
signed contribution agreements contingent
upon the participation of all five. When
Nanaimo pulled out, it invalidated the
contribution agreements signed by the
Capital, Cowichan Valley, Comox Valley
and Alberni Clayoquot regional districts.
That resulting shortfall equals $3.2 million,
unless all these districts recommit their
funding under new terms.

“We understand all of that; we know what’s
in front of us,” acknowledged Judith Sayers,
co-chair of the Island Corridor Foundation
board. While the board hasn’t had time to
formulate a strategy, Sayers said “it is urgent
and we will be addressing it.” 

THE PROSPECT OF RE-OPENING a debate
on funding contributions is far from the minds
of Barb Desjardins and Jon Lefebure, chairs
of the Capital and Cowichan Valley regional
districts respectively. Both are rail advocates,
and both are pinning their hopes on Nanaimo
reconsidering its decision. 

Lefebure calls the regional-funding issue a
moot point, given that federal funding is on
hold for the near term. He preaches patience.

“In local government, we often have to
wait a long time to accomplish something
we want to accomplish,” Lefebure said. “If
you have something that’s worth doing, you
have to have perseverance.” 

Barb Desjardins argues the opposite. 

“The snail’s pace of government deci-
sions for this is really shocking,” said Desjardins,
who is also the Capital Region’s member repre-
sentative on the ICF board. “Either you’re
going to give us the money or you’re not.”

The federal government agreed to contribute
$7.5 million in April 2012. The delays have
thrown the business case into question, she
argued. In the meantime, municipalities have
invested millions of dollars in rail crossings
that may never be used.

“It’s not fair to…withhold your funding
for the number of years this has occurred,”
said Desjardins. She agreed it’s time to move
on, one way or another.

The annual general meeting of the AVICC
provided a gauge on the political climate. On
the one hand, politicians clearly voiced a lack
of confidence in the management of the rail.
On the other hand, a solid majority expressed
strong support for rail itself, noted Chris
Alemany, from Port Alberni. 

As evidence, he pointed to the success of
his own municipality’s resolution: To peti-
tion the federal government to release funding
for track upgrades. Similarly, politicians struck
down a proposal to explore alternatives to
rail on the corridor, such as recreational trails. 

Desjardins said the Island-wide resolution
to audit the ICF provides direction. “These
are protest moves to make them understand
that we are very serious,” she said. 

The motion leaves Judith Sayers at a loss.
“What are we auditing?” she asked. “We’ll

be producing our next audit at the end of the
month, if you’re talking about a financial
audit.” To the politicians who have lost confi-
dence in the ICF, Sayers says she would love
the chance to hear them out. “What are their
questions? I have no clue what it is they’re
disturbed about.” 

Already, the ICF has taken steps to better
communicate with municipalities. Mayors
have all received invitations to appoint someone
to a new local government liaison committee,
giving them a chance to ask questions and
air concerns at two meetings annually. 

Desjardins called it a huge step. “I think
this is great news,” she said. But the recep-
tion hasn’t been so warm across the board.
It might prove too little too late.

The Regional District of Nanaimo won’t
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SO THE QUESTION IS, [are the trust issues] just about not getting

the federal funding in a timely manner? Is that something we can

blame on one person?” —Island Corridor Foundation’s Judith Sayers

be won back into the funding agreement so
easily. The RDN rejected the invitation, and
passed a motion saying it “does not support
the retention or continuation of Granneke
Management by the ICF Board.” 

Graham Bruce is the polarizing executive
director of the Island Corridor Foundation,
and the head of Granneke Management. He
has staunch supporters and vociferous critics,
who accuse him of running nothing but a
gravy train for the contractors paid, year after
year, not to run a real one.

Bruce’s contract is up May 30, and direc-
tors will decide whether to renew the contract
by consensus. Recently, the board signalled
its intention in a press release: “The gover-
nance of the ICF is sound and is managed
according to the goals and objectives the
stakeholders originally agreed to.” 

Sayers explained: “We work with manage-
ment; we direct the management. If anybody
looks closely at what the ICF has accom-
plished over the years, we’ve done a lot.”

But can management win back the trust of
its members? Without it, the ICF cannot be
successful in its mandate to revive the train.

“So the question is, [are the trust issues]
just about not getting the federal funding
in a timely manner?” asked Sayers. “Is that
something we can blame on one person?
Those are hard questions and it’s a question
the board will have to deal with. It’s not going
to be easy to figure all this out.”

Next time: Roszan Holmen will take a
closer look at the civil claim by the Snaw-
Naw-As First Nation. At the heart of the issue
is a) whether they have a historical claim on
the land, and b) whether they can make a
case there is no realistic prospect for the return
of rail. What could a win in court mean for
the corridor, and for all First Nations who
share the corridor?

Roszan Holmen is the
talkshow producer for
CFAX 1070. Her feature
report “E&N railway: Red
Lights Ahead” in Focus’
December 2014 edition
won a Jack Webster Award
for Community Reporting.
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Fighting for the Salish Sea
BRIONY PENN

With 18 large port expansion projects around the Salish Sea, how’s an ecosystem to survive the influx of tanker traffic?

talk of the town

altspring Island is smack dab in the centre
of the Salish Sea. On the clearest spring
day, from our highest peaks, I can see

the tip of Mount Waddington at the north-
ernmost edge and Mount Rainier at the
southernmost edge of the watershed. In between
these two monarchs of mountains is a drainage
basin of 110,000 square kilometres. 

If I could swim among the hundreds of
islands and the 18,000 square kilometres of
water, I could catch a glimpse of over 100
different species of bird and 200 species of
fish, 20 species of marine mammal and 3000
invertebrates—orcas to nudibranchs. 

From my viewpoint in the centre of this
particular universe, I can also see tankers in
every direction. They are the latest big problem
affecting the Salish Sea. Not just oil tankers but
all tankers—whether they are carrying coal,
LNG, grain, televisions or toxic chemicals.

Federal and provincial agencies on both
sides of the border have been missing in action
during the last decade on the environmental
front. So it isn’t surprising that a transboundary
grass roots citizen action has coalesced to take
the matter to the highest maritime authority—
the International Maritime Organization—which
at the very least has the ability to bring all the
players to the table.

The increase in tanker traffic is an issue that
has snuck up on residents—if you can call the
approach of a 120,000-tonne Aframax or a
300-metre Capesize bulk carrier vessel “sneaking
up.” One can feel the passage of a supertanker
as the vibrations of its huge engines travel

up the shore and rattle windows. If you’re
lucky, they just pass by, but now the likelihood
is they’ll park and idle spewing sulphurous
exhaust. At times I have counted 15 tankers
at anchor off one shore. 

Recent protests of citizens’ groups like
the Gabriolans Against Freighter Anchorages
to proposed parking lots of tankers off their
shores, or the Saanich Nations protests around
a proposed Malahat First Nation LNG plant,
or My Sea to Sky protests against Squamish
LNG, are just a few examples of the rising
concern and frustrations. And it shows no
signs of abating with 18 large port expansion
projects proposed in the Salish Sea. A 43 percent
increase of large, commercial marine vessel
traffic is predicted, growing the current 12,000
tankers a year to closer to 18,000. 

And the size of the tankers themselves is also
growing. In 2017, the Panama Canal Expansion
Project will enable even larger tankers to reach
our shores. The cumulative effects are, as usual,
the real killer and no agency has been tasked
with tackling that problem.

Stephanie Buffum, executive director of
Friends of San Juan, who is spearheading
the fight from the US side, points to the
science that suggests that this ecosystem,
especially species at risk like the southern
resident killer whales or Chinook salmon
populations, “can’t take one more hit” whether
it is an oil spill, another decline in food or
more noise pollution.

On the Canadian side, one of the supporting
groups is Raincoast Conservation Foundation.

Chris Genovali of Raincoast states that “what
we can safely say is that we need more salmon
and less tankers” if the Salish Sea as a func-
tioning ecosystem is going to survive. As an
indicator of how serious the situation is, last
month the US Northwest Fisheries Commission,
which oversees all tribal fishing, recommended
wholesale closures of salmon and herring
fishing in the Salish Sea to give populations
a better chance to recover. 

The problem is, of course, that the humans
living along the sprawling southern perimeter
of the bowl from Tacoma to Squamish and
Victoria to Campbell River are at seven million
and rising. Besides not dealing with sprawl,
we’ve been over fishing, over logging, over
dumping toxic chemicals, and now over tankering.

How do the tankers rate as priorities? Is
anyone analyzing the potential cumulative
impacts of all these proposed terminal expan-
sion projects? These include, annually, 160
more coal tanker transits proposed for Fraser
Surrey terminal, 80 more LNG tankers out of
Woodfibre in Squamish, and 520 transits of
container ships out of new facilities in Delta
(Roberts Bank 2). 

The 12 expansions in Vancouver alone
include more grain tankers from Viterra, the
company which handles most of Western
Canada’s grain; more animal rendering/oil
disposal tankers from West Coast Reduction;
more container ships from Centerm; and, if
Kinder Morgan’s plans are approved, a tripling
of oil tankers out of its Westridge terminal. 

On the US side, just from the Puget Sound
area, there’s more coal to move from Bellingham
(an estimated 974 tankers-worth per year),
more petrochemicals to move from the refinery
in Anacortes (120), and more containers to
move in and out of Seattle and Tacoma (564).
Which straw will break the camel’s back?

The desert metaphor isn’t too far-fetched
even for the wet West Coast. These port projects
are all directed by global corporate tenants.
They are the stakeholders in the game. Local
governments, First Nations and concerned
citizens have been struggling to be heard on
an other than piece-meal basis for over a decade. 

In 2014, the US Friends of San Juan real-
ized they couldn’t “fight every battle” and
started to explore a “premier global tool that
a community can adopt to protect a uniquely

S
Vessel traffic off Victoria and through the Gulf Islands could soon increase dramatically
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important marine ecosystem from the threats
posed to it by international shipping.” 

The international designation, called a
Particularly Sensitive Sea Area (PSSA), only
regulates large international vessels, nothing
small, but that gives it a certain paradoxical
nimbleness. The PSSA doesn’t have the ability
to cap traffic but is able to influence routing,
areas to be avoided, anchorages, traffic sepa-
ration schemes, inshore traffic zones and
prohibition of discharge. It is also a designa-
tion that can be nominated by citizens. As
Buffum notes “This is truly a grass roots initia-
tive because so many people who are at the
centre of the Salish Sea have been dissatis-
fied with the level of review at the rise of
tanker traffic. There hasn’t been enough
energy at the federal, state or provincial level
so that is why, as citizens, we moved forward
to take our concerns to the International
Marine Organization.”

US groups, and now Canadian groups like
Raincoast and Georgia Strait Alliance, are
following the lead of citizens from 17 PSSAs
around the world, including the Galapagos,
the Canary Islands, Great Barrier Reef, Western
European Waters, and Baltic Sea. The first
good news is that once designated it could
provide the structure to have the conversa-
tion with all the agencies and industry that
should be at the table. The second good news
is that the proof of the concept is in the initial
support. The feasibility study was completed
by Buffum’s group in 2014, and the region
passed all the criteria for a PSSA. Then

“
they drafted the nomination, which passed
the legal review. They have got provisional
nods for the concept in the US at all levels,
including the federal (National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration—NOAA), state,
tribal and industry.

The group is now soliciting feedback and
endorsements for the nomination from the
Canadian equivalent groups and agencies like
DFO, Coast Guard, Ministry of Environment,
Port of Vancouver, local governments and
ENGOs, which is why Buffum met with local
Canadian groups in April to ask them to shop
the idea to their agencies like they have down
south. She’s looking for endorsements from
all sectors. Once the protective measures—
such as routes and no-go areas—are pinned
down in workshops, the final PSSA nomina-
tion will be submitted to the International
Marine Organization. It typically takes a year
to review and make a decision. 

According to Genovali, it is an important
piece of the puzzle and the least we should be
doing, while still moving quickly ahead with
the National Marine Conservation Area and
upholding the national recovery plan for
southern resident Orca, which has been severely
neglected. The UNESCO Man and the Biosphere
reserve proposal has also been resurrected by
various groups and is getting traction in local
governments. First Nations on both sides of
the boundary are in conversation about a decla-
ration of sacred waters. 

In addition, the Shaw Discovery Centre of
the Salish Sea, the Cattle Point Foundation,
and, over in Bellingham, the new Institute
of the Salish Sea at Western University, are all
helping to educate us about the nature and
culture of the Salish Sea. 

As Buffum notes, the PSSA is just one small
but important international designation which
she hopes will strengthen the myriad of efforts
being made at grass roots levels to save the
Salish Sea. 

Briony Penn has been living
near and writing about the
Salish Sea pretty much all of
her life. She is the author of
the new book, The Real Thing:

The Natural History of Ian

McTaggart Cowan.

THERE HASN’T BEEN ENOUGH ENERGY at the federal, state or

provincial level so that is why, as citizens, we moved forward to take

our concerns to the International Marine Organization.” —Stephanie Buffum

Stephanie Buffum

Thank you!
FOCUS Sustaining Donors
Marlene Russo, Doug G. McPherson,
Hon. David Anderson, Paddy Stewart,
Evelyn Andrews-Greene, Mel McDonald,
James Tully, Debra Higgins, Quentin
Lake, Denise Stocco, Steve Koerner,
John Keay, Felix Reuben, Alan Dolan,
Gordon MacNab, Dennis & Roberta
McCarthy, Jane Baigent, Anthony Thorn,
Ross Crockford, Charotte Bell, Jack
Etkins, Susan Webber, Andy Wooldridge,
Maria & David Squance, Frances Foster,
Carol & Cynthia Callahan-Maureen,
Chris Causton, R.B. Nichols, Maurice
Robinson, Willa Campbell, Vicky
Husband, Bob Skene, Sue Gentry, Rick
Dowdall & Val Hedstrom, Trevor Moat,
John Neil, Michele Murphy, Gordon
McAllister, Gillian Radford

Recent subscribers
Lesley Krainer, Peter Campbell, Norm
Slater, Mark Isaacs, Michael de Rosenroll,
Barbara Robertson, Jean Melvin, Helen
Bell, Rev. Blyth Hughes, Elizabeth
Chambers, Emmy Preston, Maeve Cox,
Trudy Fellner, Paul von Baich, Vicky
Husband, University of Victoria, Jim
Sproule, Gary Cork, Carol O'Fallon,
Pam Allen, Kim D. Anderson, Frances
Hunter, Michael Tacon, Penny Pattison,
Cynthia Alger, Samantha McLandish,
Ian Barclay, Janet Warren, Nina Raginsky,
Bonnie Helm-Northover, Mark Bateman,
Lawrence Horwitz, Marj Trim, Helene
Harrison, Jennifer Bennett, Fiona Hyslop,
Lynne Rauch, Mabel Gniwodda, F.D.
Grady, Irene Cates, Dave Secco, Audrey
Henbury, Asha Atwell, Brian Anderson,
Evelyn Andrews-Greene, D. Gillian
Thompson, Noel Parker-Jervis, F. Michael
Damant, Juliet Simon, Wes & Heidi
Fisher, David Trendell, Donald Roughley,
Yolande du Gardein-Matson, Helma
Campbell, Tessa Van Engelen, Mia Pearce,
Dorothy Wing, J.Y. Braithewaite, Marlene
Bowman, Kathy Saluke, Madelaine
Burbridge, Robin Blencoe, Richard
Pearson, Tony Southwell, Claire Carlin,
Frank Mitchell, Lou Hammond, Susan
Paynter, Karen Campbell, Anne Mayhew,
Maxwell White, Susan Moger, Lana
Simpson, Susannah Day, Lorna Rumsby

See page 29 to subscribe
or donate to FOCUS



Morris’ letter was signed by 36 other Washington legislators whose
districts also border on Puget Sound. 

Was the legislators’ initiative greeted with guffaws in Victoria?
Not at all. A press release from BC Environment Minister Mary Polak
stated, “Washington state residents can rest assured that Greater Victoria
will have sewage treatment in the near future.” Meanwhile, Helps
wrote a letter to a Victoria newspaper stating: “I want the public and
our colleagues in Washington to know we take their actions seriously.”

Morris’ letter to Helps outlined the 23-year history of BC politicians
being “forced”—that’s the word Morris used—to accept Washington’s
position that Victoria’s treatment system is somehow affecting Puget
Sound’s environmental health. Morris’ letter provided point-by-point
proof that BC’s acceptance of Washington’s claim had been obtained
either by threat of economic boycott or the offer of a deal too good to
refuse. That deal-making included, according to Morris, BC Premier
Gordon Campbell agreeing in 2006 to command Victoria to build land-
based treatment in exchange for Washington Governor Christine
Gregoire’s support for Vancouver’s 2010 Olympic bid.

Morris neglected to include in his timeline the 1994 findings of a
joint panel of eminent BC and Washington marine scientists. Their
report, The Shared Marine Waters of British Columbia and Washington,
noted that “waters off Victoria theoretically could contain about 20
times as much dissolved sewage effluent from Vancouver and Seattle
as from Victoria itself.” The scientists also noted that, in Puget Sound,
Victoria’s contribution to the concentration of sewage effluent would
be slightly more than one percent of Seattle’s.

Morris’ demand that Victoria get on with construction of a sewage
treatment plant was apparently precipitated by a fuzzy February 15
Times Colonist story headlined: “Heavy rain prompts health advisories
at capital’s outfalls.” The story seemed to report that Victoria’s outfalls
were unscreened and, following a period of heavy rain, were discharging
“floatables, including plastics” that were washing up on local beaches.

Based on his understanding of that story, Morris predicted wide-
spread damage to the economy and environment: “We recognize the
shared risk in short-term loss of tourism activity on both sides of the
border from publicity surrounding this issue. However, we believe
the long-term damage to marine mammals, in particular, but all marine
wildlife does more long-term damage to ecotourism.”

Morris finished his letter by asserting: “We can no longer tolerate
the long-term risk that the chemical loading caused by Victoria CRD’s
inaction has brought to our shared waters.”

I wrote to Morris inviting him to answer questions about his
letter and the issue, especially his claim about “chemical loading” of
“shared waters.” He wrote back but refused to respond to questions
about chemical loading because I had used the words “marine-based
treatment.” That’s the expression 10 prominent BC marine scientists
have used to describe Victoria’s current treatment system. Morris
wrote: “Using the term ‘marine based treatment’ to describe dumping
raw sewage into our shared waters is demonstrative of a story bent
that I do not want to participate in.”
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focus reporting from the frontlines of cultural change

Washington’s phony sewage war with Victoria
DAVID BROADLAND

Puget Sound is a mess of sewage and toxic chemical discharges. Should Victoria taxpayers have to pay for Seattle’s sins?

ashington State’s opportunistic war of words against Victoria’s
science-endorsed form of sewage treatment reopened on
a new front in February. With the cost of placating Washington’s

claims of environmental damage to international waters now hovering
near $1 billion, Victoria could have lobbed some scientific evidence
across the border. As usual, however, Victoria taxpayers were deserted
by their own elected representatives, who backed down without uttering
a contrary word. Yet the timing and substance of Representative Jeff
Morris’ stun-grenade attack were so suspect that anyone with a pen
could have poked them full of holes.

On February 23, the Seattle Times reported that researchers had
found 92 chemicals of concern, some associated with drugs—from
caffeine to cocaine—in the tissue of juvenile Chinook salmon netted
in Puget Sound estuaries into which sewage treatment plants discharge
effluent. The researchers also found the chemicals in the effluent from
these plants. The Times story noted that scientist James Meador’s
earlier research had shown that juvenile Chinook salmon swimming
through contaminated estuaries in Puget Sound die at nearly twice the
rate of fish elsewhere. Other scientific research has linked nutritional
stresses experienced by endangered southern resident orca to the
decline in abundance of chinook salmon

Then, just two days after the embarrassing drugged-Chinook story
appeared, Morris announced a legislative proposal that would ban
Washington State employees from claiming travel expenses for trips
made to Victoria until Victoria builds a sewage treatment plant.
Meador’s research was pushed off Seattle front pages and replaced
with one that linked the Sound’s sewage problems to Victoria.

A week after that, Morris sent a letter to Victoria Mayor Lisa Helps
claiming that “chemical loading” from Victoria’s marine-based sewage
treatment system poses a “long-term risk” to “our shared waters.”

W
Seattle’s Lower Duwamish Waterway, featured in Poisoned Waters



Even as Morris refused to participate, though, he
dug himself a deeper hole: “The straight-face test was
the [Times Colonist] article pointing out that several
outfalls were not even screened. My impression is that
you don’t have a separate surface water collection
system from your dumping of raw sewage in the Straight
[sic] of Juan de Fuca. In the USA it is a requirement
that surface water be a separate collection system from
the primary and secondary sewage treatment systems.”

Morris’ impression is wrong and so is his under-
standing of US requirements. Victoria’s separation of
storm drains and sewers is just like Seattle’s and 10
other Puget Sound communities, including Anacortes,
Bellingham and Mt Vernon, all of which are wholly
or partly in Morris’ 40th Legislative District. Each of
these cities have storm drains and sewers that have
some interconnections, usually by design but some-
times through deterioration. During periods of heavy
rain, sewage can flow from sewers into storm drains
and this results in what sanitary engineers call “combined
sewer overflows” (CSOs). CSOs act as a relief valve to prevent sewage
from backing up into homes or overflowing land during peak rain
events. This condition exists throughout North America, but construc-
tion of a treatment plant in Victoria would have no direct impact on
CSOs here. That’s because the flow of sewage into storm drains occurs
upstream of sewage treatment plants.

Not only is Morris’ impression about Victoria wrong, he doesn’t
seem to be aware of the current policy about CSOs in Washington State
or the extent to which they are an issue there. In 2010, after years of
trying to get King County to address discharges of raw sewage from
over a hundred CSOs in central Seattle, the US Environmental Protection
Agency and the State of Washington referred the case to the federal
Department of Justice. In 2013 the US District Court for the Western
District of Washington entered a consent decree to address King County’s
failure to implement a long term control plan to reduce CSOs to meet
the state standard of no more than one overflow per outfall per year.

At the time, Seattle and King County agreed to spend $860 million
for upgrades that will address most of their CSO problem—about 5.6
billion litres of raw sewage dumped into Seattle-area waterways each
year. In 2015, a final agreement was reached that will see CSOs in
King County largely eliminated by 2030—14 years from now.

According to Washington State’s Department of Ecology—the equiv-
alent of BC’s Ministry of Environment—there are a total of 126
stormwater outfalls in King County and the City of Seattle that discharge
raw sewage each year. Most of those discharge into Lake Washington,
the Lower Duwamish Waterway, and Puget Sound’s Elliot Bay, all in
the most highly urbanized areas of Seattle. 

The Department of Ecology’s records show there are 168 known
CSOs discharging into the Puget Sound area, including 7 in commu-
nities in Morris’ own 40th District.
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OVER THE PAST 25 YEARS, Washington politicians have repeatedly claimed Victoria’s marine-based sewage

treatment system is doing harm to Puget Sound. BC governments have accepted the criticism without question.

But an examination of Seattle’s record on its sewage file—coupled with an assessment by the state’s own scientists

on the sources of chemical contamination of the Sound—provides strong evidence that politicians there have

been scapegoating Victoria for the state’s own failure to address made-in-Washington problems.

For Morris to honestly claim that “In the USA it
is a requirement that surface water be a separate
collection system from the primary and secondary
sewage treatment systems,” he would have to be
ignorant of his state’s official policy on CSOs, know
nothing about the seven CSOs in his own district
and have missed the spectacular EPA lawsuit over
the perennial mess in Seattle. Morris’ claim doesn’t
pass his own “straight-face test.”

Victoria’s decades-old treatment issue has long
been an irresistible punching-bag for Washington
politicians. When bad news about orca or harbour
seals or salmon comes over their horizon, Victoria
is within easy smacking distance.

In 2014, current Washington Governor Jay Inslee
and King County Executive Dow Constantine wrote
BC Premier Christy Clark after Clark’s cabinet
refused to override Esquimalt’s decision to limit the
size of a treatment plant that could be built at
McLoughlin Point. Inslee and Constantine told

Clark, “We are very concerned by the lack of progress in treating
wastewater and protecting the health and habitat of Puget Sound.”
After listing the steps Washington was taking to “improve the health
of our waters and restore habitat,” the two contrasted their efforts
with Victoria’s: “However, the continued lack of wastewater treat-
ment in Victoria—at the entrance of Puget Sound—means Greater
Victoria is not doing its fair share. This is of significant health concern
for the health of the rest of the region’s waterways.”

Like Morris’ claims, the position of Inslee and Constantine is sorely
challenged by the evidence.

First, Puget Sound’s many sewage treatment plants may be providing
secondary treatment, but they’re still dumping large volumes of partially-
treated sewage—and the chemicals used to kill pathogens—into constricted
Puget Sound. Those plants consistently fail to comply with the require-
ments of the US Clean Water Act and are of a type that is inadequate to
address the Sound’s growing risk of eutrophication and hypoxia.

Secondly, the American claim that Victoria’s discharge is adversely
influencing the health of Puget Sound—and so American interference
in internal Canadian politics is justified—is at odds with the state’s
own science on where the vast majority of toxic anthropogenic chem-
icals going into Puget Sound comes from stormwater runoff.

Washington’s most recently published (2014) “Marine Waters Condition
Index” showed a downturn in the environmental health of many Puget
Sound basins. The most dramatic decline was in Bellingham Bay, part
of which is in Morris’ 40th District. Morris, Inslee and past Washington
politicians have pointed their fingers at Victoria’s toilets as the Sound’s
health has declined, but the record shows they have been largely inef-
fective at addressing the fundamental problem driving the deterioration:
too many people living on the shores of Puget Sound and inadequate
regulations and infrastructure to support that population.

State Representative Jeff Morris



Since Puget Sound secondary treatment plants are permitted to
discharge five times as much suspended solids—and consequently five
times as much PBDEs—they represent five times the risk of Victoria’s
outfalls. But solids aren’t the only part of human sewage that’s impacting
the health of the Sound.

One of the most troubling sewage-related problems facing Puget
Sound is the trend towards diminished dissolved oxygen. If levels fall
past a certain point, fish can’t breathe.

Several of south Puget Sound’s basins already experience at least
seasonal oxygen impairment as a result of the high level of dissolved
inorganic nitrogen introduced by sewage treatment plants. That nitrogen
provides a ready source of nutrients for phytoplankton and could lead
to eutrophication, harmful algal blooms and hypoxia.

According to data from the Department of Ecology, secondary treat-
ment does little to lower the amount of dissolved inorganic nitrogen
discharged from Puget Sound plants. The West Point and South plants
that serve central Seattle have concentrations of nitrogen in their discharges
just as high as the Clover Point and Macaulay Point outfalls in Victoria.
But there are two big differences in the situations of the two cities that
put the waters south of Seattle at greater risk. First, Puget Sound treat-
ment plants are discharging over twelve times as much nitrogen as
Victoria does. Secondly, Victoria’s outfalls discharge to rapidly
replenished, highly-oxygenated waters in the Strait of Juan de Fuca,
while Seattle’s plants discharge to highly-constricted waters that take
two to three months to replenish and benefit little from the energetic
tidal mixing that occurs in the Strait of Juan de Fuca.

Unless Puget Sound communities spend heavily to add a higher
level of treatment—such as biological nutrient removal—to existing

Washington’s dismal sewage treatment
According to the Department of Ecology there are “about 100”

publicly-owned secondary treatment plants discharging sewage effluent
into Puget Sound. The two largest plants, which serve approximately
1.5 million Seattleites, discharge nearly half the 1.2 billion litres of
sewage effluent that flows into Puget Sound every day. (That’s 13 times
more than Victoria’s 91 million litres per day.)

According to the EPA’s enforcement and compliance history data-
base, the West Point and South plants didn’t have a single 3-month
period during the last 3 years in which they fully complied with the
requirements of the Clean Water Act. The largest, at West Point, was
in “significant violation” of the Clean Water Act 75 percent of the
time during the last three years. Even Brightwater, the new tertiary-
level treatment plant serving northeast Seattle, has a solid record of
either non-compliance or significant violation of the Clean Water
Act over the past three years. The Anacortes plant, in Morris’ 40th
District, hasn’t had a single quarter over the past three years in which
it fully complied with the Clean Water Act. Likewise with Bellingham’s
Post Point plant, also in Morris’ district.

Even having a relatively good record with the EPA does not guar-
antee that a Puget Sound treatment plant will not have a serious negative
impact on wildlife habitat. The Central Tacoma plant, the third largest
on the Sound, achieved “no-violation” 60 percent of the time during
the past three years—the best record of the Sound’s largest plants.
Yet it was one of the plants where scientist James Meador found higher
than expected levels of chemicals of concern in both the plant’s effluent
and in the tissue of juvenile Chinook found immediately down-
stream from the plant. In previous research Meador had found that
juvenile Chinook passing through such contaminated estuaries had an
overall survival rate 45 percent lower than that for Chinook moving
through uncontaminated estuaries.

For this story, Focus reviewed the operating permits of 77 Puget
Sound treatment plants to determine their cumulative permitted discharge
of suspended solids, a number that the Department of Ecology admitted
it had not determined. An Ecology spokesperson said “it would take
many hours by several staff to pull all of the data for each wastewater
treatment plant.” Our examination revealed that the 77 plants are
permitted to discharge over 32.4 million kilograms of suspended solids
each year—five times more than Victoria’s current annual discharge
of 6.2 million kilograms. Most of that 32.4 million kilograms is for
Seattle plants and those at the south end of the Sound. If that large mass
of suspended solids isn’t expected to create a problem for the constricted
waters of Puget Sound, why would one-fifth of that be a problem in
the rapidly changing, highly-oxygenated waters off Victoria?

Although Canadian scientists have said the biological oxygen demand
of all sewage solids being discharged into the Salish Sea is inconsequen-
tial compared with natural sources of oxygen demand, those
treatment-related solids do create a pathway for PBDEs to get into
marine waters. PBDEs—polybrominated diphenyl ethers—are a family
of chemicals commonly used as flame retardants in many objects in our
homes and workplaces. PBDE molecules attach themselves to parti-
cles and any suspended solids passing through a sewage treatment plant
allow PBDEs to enter the marine environment. Canadian scientist Peter
Ross’ 2005 study “Fireproof killer whales” revealed the impacts of
PBDEs and PCBs on the health and reproductive capacity of orca
and other marine mammals. Washington’s Department of Ecology
notes that PBDEs “can affect the development, reproduction, and survival
of many species. They build up in the food chain and are found in people
as well as other organisms including fish and orcas in Puget Sound.”
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According to a Department of Ecology study, 77 Washington sewage
treatment plants around Puget Sound and north to the Canadian border
release over 12 times more dissolved inorganic nitrogen than Victoria’s
two outfalls combined. Anthropogenic nitrogen has been implicated in
oxygen impairment of some southern Puget Sound basins. 



plants, the already problematic level of anthropogenic nitrogen in
the Sound will increase as fast as the population increases. That
increase could be dramatic.

In the last 10 years alone the population of Puget Sound commu-
nities grew by 420,000 to nearly 4 million. That increase is considerably
more than the Capital Regional District’s entire population of 370,000.
At 2015’s rate of growth, a new population as large as the CRD’s would
be added to the shores of Puget Sound in just 6 years. Some Washington
State projections put the population of the Puget Sound region at 8
to 9 million by 2070. By comparison, the CRD’s residential popula-
tion in the area currently served by the Macaulay Point and Clover
Point plants is expected to grow to a total of 457,000 by 2070, according
to CRD estimates.

While the rapid growth around Puget Sound is enriching that region’s
economy, the growing impact of those people is threatening the long-
term prospects of the southern resident orca. That population was
protected by the US Endangered Species Act in 2005, which desig-
nated all of the waters of Puget Sound as critical habitat. With the
orca’s nutritional health dependent on the abundance of Chinook
salmon, and the abundance of Chinook salmon being challenged by
the sewage treatment practices of Puget Sound communities, it’s hard
to keep a straight face when Governor Inslee and Representative Morris
wag their fingers at Victoria’s sewage treatment. Even more of a chal-
lenge to keeping Canadian politeness in play is Morris’ assertion that
“chemical loading” caused by Victoria’s sewage treatment practices
presents a serious “long-term risk” to the health of Puget Sound.

Poisoned Waters
The history and sources of chemical contamination in Puget

Sound were laid bare in PBS’s 2009 Frontline documentary Poisoned
Waters. That film took a hard look at Washington’s failure to clean up
Puget Sound 44 years after enactment of the Clean Water Act and 36
years after creation of Superfund designations for the cleanup of sites
where major chemical contamination has taken place. Poisoned Waters
included only one Superfund site on the Lower Duwamish Waterway,
but there are 22 Superfund sites around Puget Sound and some of
the largest remain unremediated. The documentary also provided
chilling insights about the source of the greatest ongoing chemical cont-
amination of the Sound. Chilling because what Frontline found in
Seattle also applies to Victoria. Journalist Hedrick Smith summed it
up: “What’s making this water so sick is what scientists have now labelled
the number one menace to our waterways—stormwater runoff.”

At one point in the film Smith interviewed a diver incensed about
a stormwater outfall across Elliot Bay from downtown Seattle. The
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Annual population growth around Puget Sound, 2005 - 2015.
Oxygen impairment and chemical loading of Puget Sound are directly
linked to the number of people living and working around the Sound. 



How extensively the figures were manipulated is unknown, but there
are indicators that massaging went beyond removing numbers that
could be used to focus blame on specific industrial sectors. The acknowl-
edged loading for PBDEs and PCBs seems low considering the assessment’s
findings for the total annual release of these two chemicals into the
Puget Sound Basin (the “Basin” includes all watersheds draining into
Puget Sound). The Department of Ecology estimates 2200 kilograms
of PCBs are released into the Basin each year but decided that only 3
to 20 kilograms actually find their way into the Sound. That accounts
for only a tiny percentage—0.1 to 1 percent—of the acknowledged
release. What is the fate of the remaining 99 to 99.9 percent?

Likewise, Ecology estimates 700 kilograms of PBDEs are released
into the Basin each year but only 28 to 54 kilograms go into Puget
Sound. Comparison with the release of PBDEs from Vancouver’s
Annacis Island secondary treatment plant suggests Ecology’s estimate
is less than half what it should be.

In spite of those concerns, the PSTLA numbers do allow us to compare
toxic chemical loading from Puget Sound communities with toxic chem-
ical loading from Victoria’s outfalls. The relative amounts for every
chemical of concern undermines the claim by Morris and other Washington
politicians that Victoria’s treatment system is posing a significant risk
to shared marine waters. Even if Victoria’s outfalls emptied their contents
directly into the centre of Puget Sound, their contribution to chemical
loading in the Sound would be relatively small (see table below). 

The PSTLA study also considered “ocean exchange” of toxic chem-
icals and estimated the net outflow or inflow into Puget Sound of those
chemicals. For copper, zinc and PBDEs, Puget Sound was a net exporter.
On the other hand, the amounts of arsenic and lead coming into Puget
Sound from ocean waters overwhelms the amounts deposited through
all other pathways. According to the analyses, there is a small—approx-
imately 1 kilogram per year—net inflow of PCBs into Puget Sound
from ocean exchange, 0.3 kilograms of which is brought to Puget
Sound by returning salmon. Coincidentally, Victoria’s outfalls produced
a total of about 0.3 kilograms of PCBs in 2014.

(By the way, the level of PBDEs and PCBs reported by the CRD in
its Marine Environment Program 2014 Annual Report were both
down from levels reported in previous years.)

With Washington planning for a large increase in Puget Sound’s human
population over the next several decades, the main threat to the Sound’s
environmental health—the amount of toxic chemicals entering it through
stormwater runoff—seems likely to accelerate. If the state’s own numbers
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diver told Smith: “The end of the pipe creates a brown noxious
soup of nastiness that is unbelievable…”

Smith responded, “Unbelievable because the water looks so good
from up here. So we’re looking at something we think is clean and
underneath, you can see, diving there…” The diver interrupted Smith
and said, “It’s not clean. When we see that [outfall] running in full flow,
we turn around and we swim the other way. Quickly. There is just
this unbelievable gunk coming out the end of this pipe. This is our front
yard. Would you allow your front yard to be sick?”

Christine Gregoire, who was then Washington’s governor, quanti-
fied the “unbelievable gunk” for Smith: “We put in about 150,000
pounds a day of untreated toxics into Puget Sound. We thought all the
way along that it was like a toilet, to be honest with you. What you
put in you flush out, and it goes out to the ocean and gets diluted. We
know that’s not true; it’s like a bathtub. So what you put in stays there.”

Much of the “unbelievable gunk”—about 98 percent by weight—is
oil, grease and petroleum, most of which is connected to the use of cars
and trucks. In the film, Jay Manning, director of the Department of
Ecology, tells Smith that as much oil as was spilled by the Exxon Valdez
goes into Puget Sound via stormwater every two years. Gregoire’s esti-
mate for the total weight of “untreated toxics” being flushed each year
into Puget Sound from runoff works out to 23,277 metric tonnes.
That’s a lot. Was she right?

“Poisoned Waters” aired roughly in the middle of the five-year-long
Puget Sound Toxics Loading Analysis (PSTLA) led by Washington’s
Department of Ecology and the EPA. By the final report in 2011, the
total estimated weight of “toxic chemical loading” of Puget Sound
each year—from runoff, atmospheric deposition, sewage effluent and
groundwater—was estimated to be in the range of 9,024 to 11,823
metric tonnes. That’s a lot less than Gregoire had told Hedrick Smith.
What happened to the other half? 

For one thing, an accounting of industrial discharges—included in the
first two phases of the process that began in 2007—had magically disap-
peared from the final analysis in 2011. With five petrochemical refineries,
three pulp and paper mills, a metal smelter and hundreds of other
industrial operations discharging either directly or indirectly to Puget
Sound, this was an obvious shifting of responsibility away from indus-
trial polluters. That raises questions about the integrity of the process.
Were the Americans serious about understanding what’s happening to
Puget Sound? Or was political influence exerted on the final numbers to
protect the economic position of such operations as refineries?

Estimate
for Puget Sound

communities*

Measured
for Victoria

outfalls**

Factor by which
Puget Sound

release exceeds
Victoria outfalls

Oil, grease Copper Lead Mercury Arsenic Zinc    PBDEs PCBs 

8830 -11,500            33 - 80                 3.6 - 12              110 - 370               14 - 25               140 - 200             28 - 54                 3 - 20          
metric tonnes    metric tonnes    metric tonnes         kilograms        metric tonnes    metric tonnes        kilograms           kilograms

318                       3.99                      145                        .4                           25                        2.8                           6                          34

28 - 36 times      8 - 20 times        25 - 83 times  275 - 925 times  683 - 1219 times 50 - 71 times       5 - 9 times          9 - 59 times

*From Washington State Department of Ecology’s Assessment of Selected Toxic Chemicals in the Puget Sound Basin, 2007-2011
**From the Capital Regional District’s Macaulay and Clover Points Wastewater and Marine Environment Program 2014 Annual Report

metric tonnes    metric tonnes         kilograms            kilograms            kilograms        metric tonnes        kilograms               grams

Relative releases of chemicals of concern from:        Puget Sound communities into Puget Sound           Victoria outfalls

& petroleum
1

1

2

2



show Victoria plays no significant role in the Sound’s decline, why do
Washington politicians continue to use the Sound’s deteriorating health
as an excuse to involve themselves in Canadian politics? Is it to deflect
attention away from their own apparently intractable problems?

The Governor’s concern
I asked Department of Ecology spokeswoman Sandy Howard what

Governor Inslee’s exact concern was about Victoria’s impact on “the
health and habitat of Puget Sound.”

In marked contrast to Morris’ concern about “chemical loading,”
Howard responded, “The letter from Governor Inslee cites a general
concern for the health and habitat of our shared waters. Our studies
indicate that water masses are highly connected and cross our shared
border. Our position is that we all need to do our part, and we should
not be sending the wrong message regarding environmental steward-
ship, especially in light of population growth.”

The first part of that concern is that stuff from Victoria is crossing
into Puget Sound waters. But the Department of Ecology’s own study
of toxics shows the Sound is a net exporter of some chemicals of concern
and a net importer of others, and those balances have little to do
with Victoria’s outfalls. They are overwhelmingly determined by chem-
icals of concern—arsenic, lead and cadmium for example—already in
the ocean or originating in Washington. As well, that 1994 report by
a joint panel of three BC and three Washington marine scientists,
mentioned earlier, had agreed that the discharge from Victoria’s outfalls
would have far less impact on waters off Seattle than Seattle’s outfalls
would have on waters off Victoria. I asked Howard if Washington now
disagreed with that finding or had done any new analysis of the issue.

“We have not revisited the relative impacts from Victoria, as was
reported in this 1994 effort,” Howard replied. “We are in the process
of refining a more detailed computer model to address questions that
focus on US impacts on our shared waters.” Then Howard repeated
her previous point about environmental stewardship and population
growth. “Our position is that we all need to do our part, and we should
not be sending the wrong message regarding environmental steward-
ship, especially in light of population growth.”

Absolute population growth around Puget Sound, as mentioned
earlier, has been, and is expected to continue to be, far greater than
Victoria’s. Washington may be projecting its fear about what is happening
there on Victoria, but the statistics don’t support that. Howard’s emphasis
on “environmental stewardship,” though, will resonate with some
Victorians who think that it’s a “no-brainer” that Victoria’s current
system would be causing environmental harm compared with secondary
sewage treatment. But that’s not the view of marine scientists in Victoria,
who have endorsed the existing system—with the caveat that further
studies on chemicals of emerging concern should be conducted.

I told Howard about the Victoria scientists’ endorsement and asked
her if the Department of Ecology agreed with the principle of making
decisions about environmental stewardship using science-based infor-
mation and knowledge. She responded, “Our treatment standards
are based on science and require that all dischargers apply a basic
level of treatment. That basic level of treatment has been defined as
secondary treatment.”

A comparison of how science is used in the operation of Victoria’s
treatment system with how it is used in Washington is revealing.
Victoria’s system appears to have two advanced features of environ-
mental stewardship that are missing in Washington. 

Environmental stewardship—as practiced by governments—requires
frequent measurement of chemicals of concern being discharged into
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Focus presents: Triangle Healing

he sun is a welcome sight after the grey days of winter, but not if the
sun’s glare impairs your activities. Come in to Triangle Healing Products for
a pair of Eagle Eyes sunglasses. Developed by NASA Optic Technology, Eagle

Eyes are the only sunglasses certified by the Space Foundation for UVR and Blue-
Light protection. You will find that objects and your natural surroundings
appear more vivid, and you can see things with more clarity and at farther distances
without squinting.

The huge selection of styles available at Triangle will please the fashion conscious
and outdoor enthusiasts will find that Eagle Eyes stay on during any outdoor
activity, from running to horseback riding.

Warm weather also means summer beachwear. The Acu Hoop, a weighted sports
hoop that is heavier and wider than traditional hula hoops, is designed to slim your
waist, stimulate your muscles, burn calories, enhance weight loss and improve
overall cardiovascular health.

Not only is the Acu Hoop effec-
tive, but it’s also fun to use. You
can rotate your sports hoop indoors
or don your Eagle Eyes sunglasses
and head out into the sun for your
workout. Sports hoops also promote
body alignment and correct posture.

Speaking of posture, the Posture
Medic can help you improve your
posture and thus improve your
health. Triangle’s staff will help
you find the right size, and show
you the benefits of this simple
elastic device. Slipping it on over
each shoulder will immediately
stabilize you, gently reminding you
to maintain better posture. You
can also use the Posture Medic to
stretch and release tense muscles, and it comes with simple exercises to strengthen
muscles associated with maintaining correct posture.

Don’t forget to stay properly hydrated with structured water. Natural Action
Technologies offers a portable structured water unit that will increase the energy,
improve the flavour and neutralize the toxins in your water. And, there are no
filters to change, no electricity required, and no maintenance needed.

Structured water provides super hydration and increases your ability to absorb
nutrients, leading to a greater sense of well-being. When you come into Triangle
to taste the water for yourself, ask to see before and after photos of plants watered
with structured water. Plants are not subject to the placebo effect! Structured
water will also keep your pets hydrated and healthier too.

Speaking of pets, when you stock Beyond Silver in your medicine cabinet, don’t
forget to add it to your dog or cat’s water dish to get rid of fleas. While it looks,
smells and tastes like water, Beyond Silver contains 99.99% water and .0001%
pure metallic silver, and thanks to biophysics, it is extremely effective at helping
you avoid or overcome infections, helping you heal from the inside out.

Visit the website: www.silverhealthinstitute.com for more extensive information
on its uses to combat bacteria, viruses, malaria and specific female health issues.

ADVERTISEMENT

The Silver Solution to Health

T

Triangle Healing Products
770 Spruce Avenue, Victoria, BC

250-370-1818  •  www.trianglehealing.com
Triangle Healing Products, its owner, its employees do not provide medical advice or treatment. They provide information and

products that you may choose after evaluating your health needs and in consultation with health professionals of your choosing.

Top: Acu Hoop. Bottom: Posture Medic (before
and after); Eagle Eyes sunglasses



The phony toilet war: politically-motivated scapegoating
Following the airing of Poisoned Waters in 2009, Washington state

legislators moved to increase the state’s hazardous substances tax to
fund measures that would reduce toxic chemical loading from stormwater
runoff. But the bill, the Washington Clean Water Act of 2010, was
withdrawn in April 2010. Ironically, Jeff Morris was seen by some in
Washington as influential in the bill’s demise. John Burbank, executive
director of the Economic Opportunity Institute, a non-profit public
policy research organization in Washington, linked the measure’s with-
drawal to personal lobbying—wining and dining—of Morris on six
different occasions by BP lobbyist William Kidd. According to Burbank
the proposed legislation would have added at least $200,000 a day
to BP’s cost of doing business in Washington.

Not only were Morris and his fellow Puget Sound legislators unwilling
or unable to deal with the stormwater issue, it’s easy to find specific
cases where they continue to tolerate direct contamination of Puget
Sound by their constituents. Consider Morris’ record, for example.

A 2014 report by the Environment America Research & Policy
Center  described Puget Sound as having the third highest level of
“toxicity-weighted” materials released into large watersheds in the
USA on an ongoing basis. The study used data from the EPA’s Toxic
Release Inventory.  That report highlights a case of ongoing release
of known carcinogenic substances, which just happens to be in Morris’
40th District. A wood preservative company in Bellingham, regis-
tered with the EPA’s Toxic Release Inventory, reported in its last three
filings an annual discharge of .5 kilograms of pentachlorophenol
(PCP) and dioxins directly into Whatcom Creek, which flows into
Bellingham Bay. By comparison, Victoria’s source-controlled outfalls
discharged zero PCP in 2014, according to the CRD’s detailed report
on chemicals released.

Other corporate constituents of Morris’ district have records that
raise questions about the legislator’s actual level of concern over chem-
ical contamination. Tesoro, one of several fossil-fuel-related donors
to Morris’ last election campaign, operates a refinery in Anacortes
that, according to the EPA’s enforcement and compliance history data-
base, has been in “significant violation” of the Clean Air Act every
quarter for the last three years. It fully complied with the Clean Water
Act only 17 percent of that time. Tesoro representatives openly
testified against the Washington Clean Water Act of 2010 before it
was withdrawn. Now Tesoro is planning a significant increase in the
output of its Anacortes operation. Yet there’s been complete silence
from Morris and other legislators about “chemical loading” from the
refinery. Recall that about 98 percent of the toxic chemical loading of
Puget Sound comes from petroleum, oil and grease, according to
the Department of Ecology.

Given the failure by Morris and his fellow legislators to protect the
Sound from such impacts, their claim that “We can no longer tolerate
the long-term risk that the chemical loading caused by Victoria CRD’s
inaction has brought to our shared waters,” seems more like a line from
Wonderland than Washington.

Their threatened boycott of Victoria included other claims worthy
of the rabbit hole. In his letter to Mayor Helps, Morris said “…we believe
the long-term damage to marine mammals, in particular, but all marine
wildlife does more long-term damage to ecotourism.” With about one
whale-watching business based in Puget Sound for every three surviving
orca—most operating out of Morris’ 40th District—the pressure these
operations put on their prey was found by DFO scientist Christine Erbe
in 2001 to be damaging the orcas’ prospect for survival.

the environment and transparent public reporting of the results of
that monitoring. With sewage treatment, Victoria is doing this and
Washington isn’t.

One of the chemical groups of greatest concern in Puget Sound and
the Strait of Juan de Fuca are PBDEs. I had noticed that the Department
of Ecology had only published estimates for the total amount of PBDEs
released to the Sound through wastewater treatment plants. Yet the CRD
does very precise measuring, monitoring and publication of the amount
of PBDEs—and all other chemicals of concern, found in its discharges.
For example, the CRD reports right down to a hundredth of a gram the
total weight of each of the 40 different PBDEs it discharges from each
of its two outfalls, every year. Accurately making those measure-
ments, monitoring the results, and releasing that information to the
public represents a high level of environmental stewardship. I asked
Howard about Washington’s estimates for the release of PBDEs. Her
answer confirmed the difference: “Washington treatment plants are not
required to monitor and report PBDEs on an annual basis,” she said.

An examination of the operating permits for the Sound’s waste-
water treatment plants shows a low level of monitoring, in both
frequency and the number of chemicals measured, compared with
that done for Victoria’s two outfalls. The monitoring requirements
for Seattle’s West Point plant—the largest secondary treatment
plant on the Sound—don’t include PCBs, for example.

There’s another vital difference between Victoria’s treatment system
and those of Puget Sound: source control. Source control refers to the
practice of keeping chemicals of concern out of the sewers in the first
place, through a program of regulation, registration, installation of
collection equipment to isolate and store chemicals of concern, proper
disposal, inspection and monitoring.

In Puget Sound, institutions, businesses and industries that discharge
toxic chemicals are required to self-report those releases to the
EPA’s Toxic Releases Inventory only under certain conditions. For
example, a business must have 10 or more full-time employees to be
required to report. Many operations in Puget Sound come in under
that threshold, are not required to register, and discharge toxic chem-
icals directly into sanitary sewers. Since treatment plants aren’t required
to measure or report their release of many toxic chemicals, such as
PBDEs, Washington has no hard evidence of the plants’ cumulative
contribution to the chemical loading of Puget Sound. 

In Victoria, the CRD instituted a region-wide source control program
in 1994 and since then has become a nationally-recognized leader in
that practice. The CRD reports that 97 percent of region businesses
whose activities fall within the program’s regulations have proper
waste treatment systems installed that keep chemicals of concern out
of Victoria’s sanitary sewers. Seattle does have a source-control program
for the Lower Duwamish Waterway—a highly contaminated federal
Superfund site—but otherwise has no city-wide source control program.

While building a hundred sewage treatment plants on Puget Sound
has allowed a reduction of suspended solids and reduced biological
oxygen demand, the plants’ effectiveness at removing chemicals of
concern is largely unmeasured and unknown.

Given Washington’s failure to monitor chemicals of concern and
employ source control, the argument that Governor Inslee is entitled
to pull Victoria’s chain to avoid sending “the wrong message regarding
environmental stewardship” doesn’t seem credible. Even a cursory exam-
ination of Washington’s internal politics shows there’s plenty of circumstantial
evidence that Washington legislators simply use Victoria to cover their
own asses during times of stress.
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Yet for all its absurdity, Morris’ campaign has been effective. Just
after BC Environment Minister Barry Penner’s approval in August
2010 of the CRD’s plan for a secondary treatment plant at McLoughlin
Point, Penner told the Journal of San Juan Islands: “I know there’s
been a concern in Washington state about the lack of sewage treat-
ment in the Victoria area. I certainly hear about it from time to time,
particularly from Representative Jeff Morris, who has not been shy
about letting us know that his constituents are concerned about that.”

Morris hasn’t been the only Washingtonian deflecting attention
away from the state’s dismal performance on reducing chemical cont-
amination of Puget Sound and international waters.

In a 2014 column, Vancouver Sun columnist Vaughn Palmer wrote:
“While delivering a speech in Bellingham last fall, I fielded a question
that comes up pretty much every time I address an audience south of
the border. ‘When are you folks in Victoria going to start treating your
sewage?’ The shame of my hometown—dumping millions of litres of
untreated sewage into the Strait of Juan de Fuca every day. Or, as colum-
nist Joel Connelly wrote in the Seattle Post-Intelligencer 25 years ago,
‘the BC capital believes in using an international waterway as its toilet.’”

Palmer’s “shame” button has been pushed repeatedly by Connelly
over all those years. In a March 30, 2016 column on Seattle PI, Connelly
repeated, for the umpteenth time: “Victoria is still using an interna-
tional waterway as its toilet.” Over the years Connelly had plenty of
opportunities to write about the international toilet in his own front
yard, but he never did.

When contacted by Focus, Connelly said, “I keep returning to
Victoria sewage because promises were made, promises have not been
kept, and our political leadership is perplexed. Site your treatment
plants and I will very gladly go on to something else.”

That BC political figures like Mike Harcourt and Gordon Campbell
made “promises,” however, seems a flimsy rationale for spending
$1 billion on treatment if BC scientists are saying it will have a “negli-
gible effect” on environmental conditions in the Salish Sea. Worse,
Connelly’s focus on Victoria has stunted the growth of knowledge in

both Victoria and in Puget Sound. By holding up Victoria’s system
as shameful, Victorians have been discouraged from learning about
how it works, why it works, and how it could be made to work better.
Instead, Victoria’s political discourse has been held hostage for 10
long years by what scientists say is a “non-problem.” Meanwhile,
Connelly has provided cover for a poorly-functioning system of treat-
ment plants in Puget Sound that are producing cocaine-spiked salmon
smolts and fireproof orca.

The lesson for Victoria?
The opinions of Washington legislators about the Capital Region’s

sewage treatment system are highly suspect. When challenged for details,
they can’t provide them. The legislators’ uninformed portrayal of Victoria’s
treatment system as “backward” is little more than an attempt to deflect
attention away from their own inaction as Puget Sound deteriorates.

Victoria’s political leaders shouldn’t take Washington politicians
seriously on this issue. Instead, those tasked with deciding how to
spend that “billion dollars” need to take their responsibility more seri-
ously. They need to get outside the Where-to-put-it? box they’ve been
stuck in since 2009 and allow themselves to be guided by local marine
and human health scientists who have precise knowledge of the envi-
ronmental and health impacts of the current system.

In Washington, scientists say stormwater runoff is the most pressing
threat to marine waters. Unless that’s solved, conditions in the Salish
Sea will continue to deteriorate. In Victoria, scientists are saying addi-
tional sewage treatment here—and in Vancouver—will provide little or
no environmental benefit. One initiative that would provide a benefit
has been identified. Victoria’s stormwater runoff is likely as toxic as
Seattle’s, albeit on a smaller scale. The deterioration of near-shore
Victoria-area waters that local citizens have blamed on the deep-water
outfalls is more likely due to deposition of the “incredible gunk” from
storm drains that disgusted the diver interviewed in Poisonous Waters.
That’s a problem that everyone agrees needs to be fixed.

David Broadland is the publisher of Focus. All sources are linked at focusonline.ca.
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Walking in the garden with Robin
AAREN MADDEN

Robin Hopper’s legacy in ceramics encompasses production, education, publications, institutions—and a beautiful garden.

his is one of my greatest artworks,” says Robin Hopper, the
ceramic artist. He’s referring not to one of his many functional
or decorative ceramic pieces or his two-dimensional glaze

paintings, but to his garden. “The reason I have a garden is I don’t
have to go looking for inspiration; I can just walk out the door
and it’s there. It feeds me all the time,” he says. If you see one of his
pieces embellished with a clematis design, it is one of the 50 varieties
that grow in his garden.

At 77, Hopper is not as spry these days. He was diagnosed with
cancer about six months ago. For five years now he’s not kept a regular
studio practice. Still, he keeps busy with legacy projects like Swan
Song, an autobiographical/ educational DVD he recently produced
(available online soon). And he tries to walk in the garden “at least
once a day,” he says. 

A dear mutual friend and I are being given a tour of this celebrated,
award-winning space by its creator, who bashed out the brambles
and gradually nurtured it into being amidst resplendent Douglas firs
shortly after he settled on this Metchosin property in 1977. The goal
was to create an attractive space for family—he has two daughters
and a son with his first wife—along with a studio and gallery area for
potential clients to come and see his wares. 

Hopper studied ceramics, theatre design, painting and printmaking
at Croydon College in South London from 1955-61. After nine years
working in theatre (both on and offstage) and as a travel guide, he
returned to his “first love” with a ceramics studio and teaching. Having
emigrated from his native England in 1968, Hopper then taught in
Ontario, eventually setting up the ceramics and glass department at
Georgian College in Barrie. By 1973, he turned to studio production

T
A view of Robin Hopper’s garden in Metchosin
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full time, though he continued
to teach workshops interna-
tionally for decades. Just before
moving west, he gained renown
as the first recipient of the Saidye
Bronfman Award for Excellence
in the fine crafts. 

“The first fall I was here,”
Hopper recollects, “I was some-
what devastated because I had
come from sugarbush country
in Ontario, where the fall colours
are fantastic.” So, as he does
with any undertaking from
glazes or gardens, Hopper dove
in and “started to research all
of the plants that had the best
fall colour for this area.
Invariably, they came from
Japan, China, Korea. He refers
to the resultant blend he created
as “Anglojapanadian” in design.

A storyteller at heart, Hopper
is an edifying and engaging tour
guide. We learn about the types
of Japanese gardens that he
drew upon for inspiration,
beginning with the Stroll

Garden. Often narrative in their symbolism, they reflected the expe-
riences of the owner. 

At the start of his garden is a meandering gravel path. “This is not
a pathway,” Hopper corrects, “this is a symbol for a river—and you
are on a journey as soon as you go through that gate.” We breathe in
fragrant viburnum (“Osmanthus delavayi,” he declares), while Hopper
points out three large fan-shaped stepping stones, explaining, “The
fan in Chinese and Japanese is a symbol for education and authority.”

Fitting that education is one of Hopper’s greatest contributions to
the local and international ceramics fields. “Robin is a real teacher,”
said Diane Carr, a leading authority on the ceramic history of British
Columbia, when we met to discuss the artist. In her catalogue for Back
to the Land: Ceramics from Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands
1970-1985, an exhibition she curated at the Art Gallery of Greater
Victoria, she writes, “Perhaps his most important contributions to
ceramics have been his teaching, glaze exploration, and the several
books he has written on various aspects of studio pottery.” His first,
The Ceramic Spectrum, “has become an essential text for studio potters.”

A little further down the path, my friend delightedly points out
several clumps of ceramic mushrooms with various glazes: some
black with pocks of crackled white, some earthy swirls of red, all
created by Hopper. “Fungus ceramicus,” he quips. “They come up
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river—and you are on a journey as soon as you go

through that gate.” —Robin Hopper

Robin Hopper



32 May/June 2016 • FOCUS

all over the place.” Referring to
his British heritage, Hopper
remarks that English gardeners
like to incorporate “things that
make you laugh and things with
a touch of history.” 

Both are important to Hopper
in life and in artistic influence.
From a young age, he was fasci-
nated with the ancient pots he
would see during his many haunts
of the Victoria and Albert and
other museums. Circumstances
led to a fairly solitary childhood:
he was born in London in 1939;
his twin sister died ten days after
birth. Save two older brothers
who were working age, most
of his five siblings were evacu-
ated during the Blitz. He stayed
behind, having contracted chicken pox. While his mother ran the
family grocery business and his father was working in the war effort,
he would wander among the bomb craters, scooping up the exposed
clay. He sculpted birds and other animals that interested him—and
still does: After a storm broke the branches off a cherry tree in the
garden, Hopper fixed ceramic dog masks to the cut ends: “It became
a dogwood tree,” he grins.

“Skyphos” by Robin Hopper, high fired porcelain with thrown handles

We walk on, past nodding
chocolate lilies, pink and purple
hellebores (helleborus orientalis),
daffodils and ferns, whose tiny
fists are being pulled upward
by the dappled sun. Hopper stops
in a grass clearing. “We came
down the river, and this is an
ocean. Once you are on an ocean,
all the oceans of the world unite,”
he explains. 

In such a gathering place, one
can find another metaphor for
Hopper’s legacy. Carr had said of
Hopper, “He drew other potters
around him; he sparked energy.”
With the help of his second wife,
Judi Dyelle, herself an accomplished
potter who shares their ’Chosin
Pottery business, Hopper started

the Fired Up! Contemporary Works in Clay exhibition group. In 1984,
Hopper had returned with Dyelle from a year spent in the vibrant,
colourful arts scene in Montreal to the depressed economy of Vancouver
Island. Sales were slumping for artists, they saw, and in contrast to
the colourful glazes they had seen in the east, “everything was brown,”
Dyelle laments with a laugh. So they gathered some local potters and
sought a solution. After he and Judi spent weeks weeding, the first Fired

PH
O

TO
: C

A
RA

 P
A

TI
K

PH
O

TO
: J

U
D

I D
YE

LL
E

A section of the “River Koi” in Hopper’s garden



Up! show and sale took place in the garden. It has since moved to nearby
Metchosin Hall and is about to enter its 32nd year.

“The whole idea was the education of the public, to be continually
showing them interesting and different things,” Dyelle relates, adding
how, at the 25th anniversary show, “the potters were blown away by
how people could talk to them, because they had a better understanding
of what they were doing; they had grown alongside them.”

That same summer, Hopper saw a dearth of quality arts teaching
and a nearby space to provide it. He was teaching part time at Pearson
College and had recently travelled to Australia to teach workshops.
While there, he saw a model for a summer school that could apply
here, and he and four other artists (Carole Sabiston, Cheryl Samuels,
Fleming Jorgenson and poet Rona Murray) co-founded the Metchosin
International Summer School of the Arts. Four initial courses have
grown into an internationally renowned multidisciplinary program
with 45 workshops offered. Dyelle also deserves credit. “I’m surprised
that Jude and I actually passed the first year, because I’m the idea guy,
and she’s the person that makes it happen!” Hopper admits. Judi
nods, smiling: “He’s the ideas, I’m the work.”

Back in the garden, we come to the “River Koi.” “In a lot of Japanese
gardens there is a stone river or a stone waterfall,” he says. Embedded
into cement, complete with removable Japanese bridge, we find a
variety of ceramic “koi” with multicoloured glazes. The bridge is
removable because for years, this was actually a functioning road for
truck access to the septic field. “There are 100 fish in the river. Ninety-
two of them swim downstream, and the other eight swim upstream.
They represent me,” Hopper offers: always against the current, but
steadfast in his thinking that “you might as well make it beautiful if
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you are going to make anything.” It’s that way of thinking that
Carr calls Hopper’s “true genius.” 

Finally we settle on a sheltered bench in a private area of the garden.
Fish bob to the surface of a sun-glazed pond. “In here, there are
about 11 different types of Japanese maples. They change colour sequen-
tially, starting at about the middle of August and going right through
to the beginning of December,” Hopper says, his fatigue visible. He
seems content to enjoy the sun on his face as my friend and I wander
and admire the water lilies and the sparkling fountain.

We sit back down and I notice a small ceramic house just to our
left among the foliage. “That’s actually a copy of a sarcophagus from
Crete,” Hopper explains. “It is one of [Cowichan Valley potter] Cathi
Jefferson’s. It’s one of my final resting places.” He continues, “We hope
to keep the property in the family, but you just don’t know. I’m going
to sit in there and cast evil spirits to anybody that does anything to this
garden that shouldn’t be done,” he says, eyes twinkling.

Robin and Judi ’s garden at ’Chosin Pottery (4282 Metchosin Road)
is open to the public by donation. Gallery open weekends 10am-
5pm (watch for “open” sign) or call for appointment: 250-474-2676.
www.chosinpottery.ca. Fired Up! Contemporary Works in Clay is on
May 27-29 at Metchosin Community Hall, 4401 William Head Rd.

Aaren Madden can safely say the garden at Chosin Pottery
feeds not only its maker, but all who visit. 
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visual arts

May 3 –14
ILLUSTRATING EMILY CARR
Emily Carr House

The Island Illustrators Society presents
a group show by members with illus-
trated works inspired by Emily Carr. (See
example above.) Admission ($6.75 /
$5.75) and a portion of artwork sales go
to support Emily Carr House. 

Participating artists: Ruth Bowman,
Kristi Bridgeman, Kathy Cameron, Ken
Faulks, Diana Grenkow, Judy Hilgemann,
Kathleen Lynch, Cheryl Bakke Martin,
Lorne Miller, Colin MacLock, Jessica Milne,
Dawn Joy Ritchie, Marcela Strasdas,
Marcia Semenoff, and Joanne Thomson.

Opening reception and preview May
1, 2-4pm. Hours 11-4pm, closed Sunday
and Monday. 207 Government St, 250-
383-5843, www.emilycarr.com/events.

May 5–8
A LITTLE SOMETHING…
The Avenue Gallery

The Avenue once again hosts this
Hospice fundraiser, featuring numerous
small paintings, with a percentage of the
sale price going to Hospice. Acquire a little
treasure (perhaps for Mother’s Day) while
supporting this extraordinary community
treasure. Hospice representatives will be
present to accept donations. Opening May
5, 5:30-7:30pm. 2184 Oak Bay Ave, 250-
598-2184, www.theavenuegallery.com.

May 21–June 16 
HANGING GARDEN SHOW
West End Gallery

A new collection of paintings honours
the season of gardens and gardeners.
Painters from across the country have
captured brilliant bouquets and wild
flowers bringing a welcome riot of
summer colour inside for this eclectic
group show. Participating artists include
Nixie Barton, Alain Bédard, Claudette
Castonguay, Gabryel Harrison, Paul
Jorgensen, Annabelle Marquis (see Focus’
cover), Elka Nowicka, Sabina, Robert
Savignac and more. 1203 Broad St, 250-
388-0009, www.westendgalleryltd.com.

June 4–18
LISA RIEHL & ROBERT OWEN
South Shore Gallery, Sooke

Featuring colourful impressionist-
inspired landscape paintings by two
artists. Lisa Riehl, an associate member
of the Federation of Canadian Artists
(AFCA), is always out with her camera,
whether on trips to the beach, forest or
mountains which she paints. Years of
study, experience and a strong interest
in painting have led to Rob Owen’s orig-
inal award-winning work. Opening
reception June 4, 1-4pm. Mon-Sat,
10:30am-5pm. 2046 Otter Point Rd, 250-
642-2058, www.southshoregallery.ca.

artist studio tours
Mt. Tolmie Artists: April 30-May1, 12-
4pm. www.saanich.ca/arts.
Garth Homer Society Artists: Thursday,
May 5, 1-4pm. www.saanich.ca/arts.
Cadboro Bay/Gordon Head: May 7-
8, 11am-4pm. www.saanich.ca/arts.
Fairfield Artists: May 7 & 8. Established
and emerging artists display painting,
pottery, glass, jewellery, textiles and
photography.11am-4pm.Free. www.fair-
fieldartistsstudiotour.com.
Scattered Artists: May 21-22, 11am-4pm.
www.saanich.ca/arts.
Quadra Island: June 4 & 5. Over 30 artists.
$5 (kids under 12 free) from: Inspirations;
Quadra Tourist Info Centre; Campbell
River Art Gallery and at Quadra Island
resorts. www.quadraislandarts.com.

galleries
Art Gallery of Greater Victoria: PA SI A MA
(The Fire is Just Starting) ends on May
14, 12-4pm, when the sauna/ smoke-
house in the exhibition will be activated;
Water+Pigment+Paper closes May
23. Exhibitions from the Asian art collec-
tion include Nanga: Literati Painting
f r o m  O l d  J a p a n  until June 26.
Modernization in Meiji Japan runs to
Aug 28, while Kinky: Ancient Chinese
and Japanese Erotic Images runs June
18- Oct 16 (these works contain sexual
content). Trans-Pacific Transmissions:
V i d e o  A r t  A c r o s s  t h e  P a c i f i c
opens June 4 with an open house; free
admission all day (10am-5pm) and
opening panel discussion (free, but regis-
tration required), 2-4pm. Exhibition runs
until Sept  5. 1040 Moss St, 240-384-
4171. www.aggv.ca.

Coast Collective Art Gallery: Bloom 8,
showing floral imagery, continues to May
8, then A New Wave, the annual student
art show is on from May 11-15. The Al
Frescoes Spring Exhibition is May
18- 29, with an opening reception May
20, 7-9pm (see more, page XX). From
June 1-26, Coast Collective artists present
a group show. 103-318 Wale Rd, 250-
391-5522, www.coastcollective.ca.

Eclectic Gallery: Modern Visionaries,
May 9-30 features works of historical
interest by members of Victoria’s Limner
group and contemporaries. Included in
the exhibit are works by  C a r o l e
Sabis ton,  Herber t  S iebner ,  Pat
M a r t i n  B a t e s ,  L e r o y  J e n s e n ,
Maxwell Bates, Jack Wilkinson,
Robin Skelton, plus renown potters
Walter Dexter, Jan and Helga Grove.
2170 Oak Bay Ave, 250-590-8095,
www.eclecticgallery.ca.

Community Arts Council of Greater Victoria:
A variety of exhibitions and events,
including Passages: Mother and Daughter
Artshow with Ann-Rosemary Conway
and Liz Conway, May 12- 23 at the
Main Gallery, Cedar Hill Rec Centre, 3220
Cedar Hill Road. Cascade, Betty Meyers’
exhibition of oil paintings is at the Café
Gallery June 9-21, same location. At the
central branch of the Greater Victoria
Public Library, see paintings by Marie-
Pierre Schliewinsky from May 20-June
30. June 22-July 6 at Arts Centre at Cedar
Hill is the Federation of Canadian
Artists 75th Anniversary Exhibition.
Check online for receptions and more
exhibitions at GVPL branches, the Arts
Centre at Cedar Hill Rec Centre and other
locations. www.cacgv.ca.

Martin Batchelor Gallery: Fractal Forest
with Stephanie Koett and Kristine
Hoff Boyle, May 7-June 2, with opening
May 7, 7-9pm. From June 4-29, in Figment,
Kay Lovett and Bob McLeod show
mixed media works on canvas and glass.
Opening  June 4, 7-9pm. 712 Cormorant
St, www.martinbatchelorgallery.ca, 250-
385-7919.

Polychrome Fine Art: Confection, a solo
show of paintings by Mary Lottridge,
May 12-26, with opening reception May
12, 7-9pm. 977-A Fort St, 250-382-2787,
www.polychromefinearts.com.

Slide Room Gallery: May 6-30 is
Backspace, Ce l ine  Ber ry and Jane
Francis Independent Studio Graduation
Exhibition, with an opening reception on
May 6, 7:30pm, followed June 5-24 by
Threshold, the Diploma of Fine Arts Exhibition
with Ann Connelly, Joanne Hewko,
Natasha van Netten, Judy Reed
and Nicola Rendell. Opening June 3,
3:30pm. 2549 Quadra St, 250-380-3500,
www.vancouverislandschoolart.com.

Peninsula Gallery hosts Art Encounter:
Demonstration by Kristina Boardman
on May 21 and 22 from 1- 4pm. 100-
2506 Beacon Ave, 250-655-1282,
www.pengal.com.

West End Gallery: June 18-30,
Aleksandra Savina, originally from
Kiev, Ukraine, moved to Toronto in 2005.
By exploring cubic forms in her painting
Savina has created a unique painting
style. She applies the paint in a very
structured and geometric fashion, using
a warm and rich colour palette. 1203
Broad St, www.westendgalleryltd.com,
250-388-0009.

…more on page 37…

“So we’re still in the big woods where I sat” by Kathy Cameron (after Emily)
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Arbutus Studio
Marie‐Pierre Schliewinsky

Born and raised in France, but making Victoria her home, Marie‐Pierre Schliewinsky
is a post‐impressionist contemporary painter who works in oil media using the ferocious
colours of Fauvism with a European modernist flavour. This can be seen through her
brush strokes and her vibrant palette. The flat plane of her canvas supports the rich
counterpoints of her vibrant tones, producing a sinuous organic environment of
wilderness beauty. The artist is poised and spontaneous toward her passion for the
turbulence of high grass, the mystery of deep forest, and the sun flashing through
flowers and fields like a flamenco dancer. You can see and hear their vibrations. The
extreme energy of the artist transmits through her painting by explosions, and by
her passion for falling in love with the scene.

Exhibition May 20 – June 30
Artist present opening day

Presented by the Community Arts Council of Greater Victoria at the
Greater Victoria Public Library, Central Library, 735 Broughton Avenue
778‐433‐3883 or marie‐pierre7@hotmail.com for info and studio visits

“Fete Champetre” 30 x 36 inches, oil on canvas

“Sensual Wild Iris And Green Sabers” 30 x 36 inches, oil on canvas “Ma Vallee Chemins De La Loire” 30 x 40 inches, oil on canvas

“La Lavendre Et Les 3 Citrons” 30 x 30 inches, oil on canvas

ADVERTISEMENT
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“DOG AMONG THE RUINS” JACK SHADBOLT, 1947, WATERCOLOUR, CARBON PENCIL ON PAPER

Continuing to May 23
WATER + PIGMENT + PAPER
Art Gallery of Greater Victoria

This striking watercolour is one of a series of post World War II works in
which Jack Shadbolt used dogs to express the pathos of the human condition.
Like others in this exhibition of the Art Gallery’s collection of watercolour paint-
ings, it  challenges assumptions about the medium. The exhibit spans nearly
200 years of production and includes works by Maxwell Bates, Pat Martin
Bates, Emily Carr, Pegi Nicol MacLeod, Herbert Siebner, and others. 1040
Moss St, 250-384-4171, www.aggv.ca.

Gallery at Mattick’s Farm: Na tasha
Tanner-Mi l le r is the featured artist
May 2-June 5 showing acrylic and char-
coal works on canvas, while Miles Lowry
and April Ponsford (see image above)
are on exhibit from June 6-July 4. 109-
5325 Cordova Bay Rd, 250-658-8333,
www.thegalleryatmatticksfarm.com.

Gage Gallery: May 3-21 Linda Darby
presents Just Infinite, an exhibition of
recent acrylic paintings. Opening recep-
tion May 5, 7-9pm. Following that, Cover
Up, an exhibition of paintings by Marilyn
Chapman, offers “a microscopic snap-
shot of our modern-day world.” Opening
reception May 26, 7-9pm, runs May 24-
June 11. Gillian Redwood then takes
to the walls with Energetic Universe, an
exhibition of paintings depicting the
hidden energy forces that surround us;
it is on June 14-July 2. Opening recep-
tion June 16, 7-9pm. 2031 Oak Bay Ave,
250-592-2760, www.gagegallery.ca.

Open Space: Until May 24 see Vertical
Gallery with emerging artists Samantha
Radson and Kazimear A. Johnston,
whose works refer to the human body
in vastly different ways. June 17 brings
Natural Science, an exhibition of bioart
by Dr. Jennifer Willet (see also DIY
Life in Readings and Presentations).
www.openspace.ca. 

Goward House: Goward House artists
group show and sale. Artists’ reception
May 1, 2-4pm. Hours Mon-Fri, 9am-
4pm. 2495 Arbutus Road, 250-477-4401,
www.gowardhouse.com/shows. 

Robert Bateman Centre: Endangered
W i l d l i f e – t h e  N e x t  M i g r a t i o n
continues to May 31. In this exhibit, nine
diverse artists from BC explore life on the
edge through a variety of different art
forms. Each sculpture, painting, or mixed
media work focuses on one critically
endangered species that numbers (in the
recent past or present) less than 100
surviving individuals. 470 Belleville St,
www.batemancentre.org.

May 27-29
FIRED UP
Metchosin Community Hall

This talented group of professional
clay artists mark 32 years of annual
exhibitions. Works by Alan Burgess,
Samantha Dickie, Sandra Dolph, Mary
Fox, Gordon Hutchens, Cathi Jefferson,
Meira Mathison, Beth McMillan, Kinichi
Shigeno, Pat Webber (Gary Merkel on
sabbatical). Guests this year are Robin
Dupont, Kasumi Lampitoc, Vincent
Massey, Debra Sloan. Wood Firing: The
Art of Earth is this year’s theme (inspired
by Rona Murray and Walter Dexter ’s
book). 4401 William Head Rd, Metchosin.
Opening May 27, 6:30–9pm. 

“Ascending Beauty” April Ponsford, 40 x 40 inches, acrylic on canvas
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Wildlife.
Up close and personal.
The Gallery of Art and Nature

Lynda McKewan

Solo at Muse Winery

May 4 - 30, 2016

Artist Reception

May14 12 - 4pm

see website for hours

www.musewinery.ca   
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Muse Winery 11195 Chalet Rd North Saanich BC
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“HERITAGE WAY” JOEL MARA, 35 X 60 INCHES, OIL ON CANVAS 

May 7–19
JOEL MARA
West End Gallery 

Joel Mara developed a special appreciation for nature during his childhood growing
up in Campbell River on Vancouver Island. His appreciation and fascination for the
West Coast has never left him and he now expresses these experiences on canvas.
Aiming to create a feeling of “being there,” Joel shapes and paints to merely suggest
an image; it is up to the viewer’s eye to fill in the details. By striving to make his paint-
ings a participatory experience, every viewer has the ability to see something different.
1203 Broad St, 250-388-0009, www.westendgalleryltd.com.

“JUST A SUGGESTION” KIMBERLY KIEL, 40 X 48 INCHES, OIL ON CANVAS

June 2-13
KIMBERLY KIEL—ON THE SURFACE: SOLO EXHIBITION

The Avenue Gallery
Artist Kimberly Kiel says of her work in this second solo show at The Avenue Gallery:

“Representing one of the things I’m most drawn to, ‘On the Surface’ is about just
that—the surface of the canvas. The very tactile surface of it. The texture, the marks
and strokes, drips and dribbles; the thick, creamy oil paint mixed in its combination
of colour; the energy and the vibrancy in that very surface.” Kiel’s exhibition of
bold florals, energetic figures, and powerful treescapes opens June 2, 1–3pm. 2184
Oak Bay Ave, 250-598-2184, www.theavenuegallery.com.

“OBSCURED DESTINATION” (DIPTYCH, RIGHT PANEL) MARILYN CHAPMAN, 60 X 30 INCHES, MIXED MEDIA 

May 24–June 11
MARILYN CHAPMAN: COVER UP
Gage Gallery
Chapman’s recent paintings offer a microscopic snapshot of our modern-day
world with all its cover ups, in both the literal and global sense: those that keep us
safe and warm and those that mask our truths. Mixed medium conjures up mixed
emotion and pushes past the warm and fuzzy into discovery of what may lie beneath.
Inspired by the traditional symbolism of the patchwork quilt, it also references today’s
contemporary cover ups that so greatly impact our lives and our planet. Opening
May 26, 7-9pm. 2031 Oak Bay Ave. 250-592-2760, www.gagegallery.ca.

“GUARDIAN” GUTHRIE GLOAG, LIFE-SIZE, MIXED MEDIA

June 11–24
HUNGER: NEW SCULPTURES BY GUTHRIE GLOAG

Madrona Gallery
Guthrie Gloag is an emerging artist with a background in biology who was raised

in British Columbia and currently calls Bowen Island home. He skillfully uses drift-
wood to create expressive animal and human forms. He allows the viewer to see
both the beauty of the driftwood medium and the movement of the completed piece.
As his sculptures are life size, they have a large impact on any space. Madrona Gallery
is pleased to present 10 new pieces for this exhibition. Opening reception with artist,
Saturday June 11, 1-4pm. 606 View St, 250-380-4660, www.madronagallery.com.

May/June 2016 • FOCUS
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coastcollective.ca
103 - 318  Wale Rd.  Colwood BC  Canada  V9B 0J8    250.391.5522
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Exhibitions:

BLOOM 8:  April 27 - May 8, 2016

A New Wave:   
Annual Student Art Show  

May 11 to 15, 2016

Al Frescoes Spring Exhibition:   
May 18 - 29, 2016  

Opening Reception:  May 20, 7-9pm

NEW Maker/Artisan Market:   
Coming Summer 2016! 

Calling all artists, craftspeople and  

Etsy shopkeepers. Join our outdoor  

summer market in the heart of Victoria’s  

growing West Shore.  Apply Now!  

Market starts June 29th.

Visit our website to learn more... 

2506 Beacon Ave, Sidney • 250.655.1282 • www.pengal.com

“Perception” by Kristina Boardman, 24 x 36 inches, acrylic

Art Encounter:
Demonstration by Kristina Boardman

Saturday May 21 & Sunday May 22, 1 - 4pm
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“DOWNTOWN” 40 X 40, HASHIM HANNOON, ACRYLIC ON CANVAS

May 14–27
HASHIM HANNOON
Madrona Gallery

Madrona Gallery is pleased to present its first solo exhibition of paintings by internationally recognized artist, Hashim Hannoon. Hanoon was born in 1957 in Basra, Iraq
and studied at the Academy of Fine Arts in Baghdad. Already a respected artist in the middle east, in 2009 he moved to Canada and now resides with his family in British
Columbia. Wherever he lives, Hannoon seeks to achieve contact with the spiritual existence of a place. He aims to capture the essence of community and how it enriches
the city. Striving for simplicity of form, he allows intriguing surface texture and bold colour to be the focus of his work. Hannoon’s process results in semi-abstract images
of gentle beauty that invite the viewer to experience the city through the filter of his imagination. Opening reception with artist, Saturday May 14, 1-4pm. 606 View St,
250-380-4660, www.madronagallery.com.
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May 20 & 21
BALLET VICTORIA: CINDERELLA
Royal Theatre

The performance that established Ballet Victoria’s
unique artistic voice in Canada is at last returning to
the stage. Brilliantly told with Prokofiev’s spectacular
score, this family treat with reimagined designs, costumes
and unique choreography will leave you enchanted.

The first written European version of Cinderella was
published in Napoli by Giambattista Basile in 1634.
The story itself was based in the Kingdom of Naples,
the most important political and cultural centre of
Southern Italy and among the most influential capitals
in Europe at that time. And now Cinderella’s tale is
going to be “embodied” by the dancers of Ballet Victoria.

The story is based on the fairy tale Cendrillon by
Charles Perrault. Cinderella (Russian: Zolushka) Op. 87,
is a ballet composed by Sergei Prokofiev to a scenario
by Nikolai Volkov. It is one of his most popular and
melodious compositions, and has inspired a great many
choreographers since its inception. The piece was
composed between 1940 and 1944. Part way through
writing it Prokofiev broke off to write his opera War
and Peace. The premiere of Cinderella was conducted
by Yuri Fayer in 1945 at the Bolshoi Theatre.

May 20: 7:30pm; May 21: 2pm, 805 Broughton
St. From $30 at 250-386-6121, www.rmts.bc.ca.

MAY AND JUNE feature many other performances
for dance lovers as a number of schools celebrate their
end of season with recitals. UVic’s Farquhar Auditorium
plays host to Love in Any Language, May 13 & 14, a
fast paced evening of entertainment with dancers of
all ages from Karen Clark Dance Studio performing
in tap, jazz, ballet, lyrical, contemporary, hip hop, musical
theatre and acrobatics. On May 19, the venue features
Time to Dance, a recital by students of the Wendy
Steen Mitchell Dance. And on June 18, the Farquhar
hosts Stages Performing Arts School dancers
(www.tickets.uvic.ca)

The Victor ia Academy of Bal let presents its
annual student recital on May 20 at the McPherson
Playhouse. Dance Unlimited students perform there
on May 28, while over at the Royal Theatre students
of the Boston Dance Collective–from preschool
to adult–will show their moves.

On June 18 at the Royal, Lynda Raino Dance
will showcase  over 200 adult dance students expressing
the fruits of their yearlong training in modern, flamenco,
hiphop, jazz, ballet, and efunk. (All Royal and McPherson
event times and ticket: www.rmts.bc.ca.)

THE GALLERY
AT MATTICK’S FARM

Natasha Tanner-Miller
May 2 - June 5

109-5325 Cordova Bay Road • 250-658-8333
www.thegalleryatmatticksfarm.com

Open 10am - 5:30pm every day
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Illustrating Emily Carr
‘An Exhibition by Members of the  

Island Illustrators Society  
at Historic Emily Carr House’  

207 Government Street, Victoria BC, Canada

Opening Reception
2pm - 4pm,  Sunday, May 1, 2016

Exhibition
11am - 4pm, May 3-14, 2016   

Admission and portion of sales  

For more information please call  
Carr House at 250.383.5843



cared for each other, and the bravery of those
who took to the streets––literally laid down
in the streets––to get the government to step
up and respond.”

To create The Missing Generation, Dorsey
spent nearly 500 hours listening to his recorded
interviews, eventually weaving the voices of
survivors into 17 separate sections and combining
them with original music composed specifi-
cally to suit each section. Together, voices and
music form an intricate soundscape for four
dancers who range in age from their 20s to
50s. The oldest, 53-year-old Brian Fisher, also
serves as the central narrator, telling his own
stories about the early days of the crisis in a
series of monologues addressed directly to the
audience. Fisher was a young, aspiring dancer
from Maine who arrived in Manhattan just
one week before the New York Times
announced that a “mysterious cancer” was
killing gay men. While dancing on Broadway,
he lost friends and colleagues almost daily.

What many people don’t know, says Dorsey,
“is how many trans women died during
that time” in addition to gay and bisexual
men. Transgender himself, he knows how
important this story in particular is to tell.
While his family has always been supportive,
“So many of us were, in that time, and still
are, excommunicated from our birth fami-

he AIDS crisis. For those whose lives
were forever changed by it in the 1980s
and ’90s, it was a searing, terrifying

scourge––and it is by no means over. The Public
Health Agency of Canada estimates that, at
the end of 2014, 75,500 Canadians were living
with HIV, the virus that causes AIDS. That’s
an increase of nearly 10 percent since 2011.
Yet for many, AIDS is a mere public health
footnote, something that may have been impor-
tant once, but today, who cares?

Sean Dorsey, a Vancouver-born, San Francisco-
based dancer and choreographer, spent two
years travelling the US to interview long-time
survivors and witnesses of the earliest part of
the AIDS epidemic, when it was cutting down
thousands of gay and bisexual men and trans-
gender women every day. He talked to people
still living with the virus more than 30 years
later, to those who lost family, friends and
lovers, and to those who fought the political
establishment to build the first supports for
people with HIV/AIDS. 

“I had a lot of emotional trepidation before
the interviews,” says Dorsey. “I knew I was
leaping off a cliff into grief and loss and all
sorts of emotions most of us try to avoid. I was
steeling myself for a difficult process, but
the very first person I talked to walked in to
our interview––the only word I can use is jubi-
lant––with a lot of sassiness, too. It surprised
me, but it also reminded me that along with
staggering loss and death and pain there is also
humour and warmth.”

What surprised Dorsey even more, though,
was discovering that so many younger people
are shockingly ignorant of the devastation
AIDS wrought on an entire generation.

“I was struck about how little even the most
passionate, well-versed LGBT activists know
about the virus and the disease and that time,”
says Dorsey. “There’s a staggering level of
ignorance. So when people come now to see
The Missing Generation, they are really cracked
open by learning about the amount of terror
and death and grief this one disease caused.”

But Dorsey’s 65-minute dance-theatre perfor-
mance, coming this July to the University of
Victoria during Pride Week, is not all about
tragedy and despair, he says. It is also about
“the incredible resilience of people with the
virus, the incredible generosity of people who

lies. When our circle of friends die––some
people lost every single one of them––it’s like
losing another family.”

Now 43, Dorsey came to dance late, in his
20s, largely because there was no model for
someone like him within the dance world, as
either a professional dancer or a choreogra-
pher. In the 11 years since he founded his own
dance company in California, he has won four
Isadora Duncan Dance Awards, been named
one of Dance Magazine’s “25 to Watch,” and
received major support and commissions from
such organizations as the National Endowment
for the Arts and the National Dance Project.
He is also the founder and artistic director of
Fresh Meat Productions, which creates, presents
and tours multidisciplinary transgender arts
programs in San Francisco.

While Dorsey believes in the importance
of LGBT people understanding their own
history, he does not believe The Missing
Generation is just for an LGBT audience. “Lots
of non-LGBT people come to the show because
they love dance or they love theatre, and
this combines both. Loss and grief are also
universal. Everyone is affected by them,” he
says. “And there are many non-LGBT people
who understand that the struggle for basic
human rights continues––look at the hateful
trans-phobic bathroom bills across the US right
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Giving voice to a generation lost to AIDS
ROBIN J. MILLER

Illustrating resilience, generosity and bravery, The Missing Generation opens our hearts.

T

The Missing Generation performers

dance



now––and they are really hungry to learn more
and be wonderful strong allies. They know
that it behooves us all to open our hearts.”

In addition, says Dorsey, The Missing
Generation “is deeply human and very acces-
sible. It’s not a strident, academic piece or pure
abstract dance. So many people find modern
dance difficult or unappealing, but this is clearly
about something and accessible. It is full-throttle
dance combined with intimate story-telling,
People ‘get’ it; they feel it deeply.” 

So far the response, from the work’s première
in 2015 to its current two-year, 20-city tour,
has been good. At talk-backs after each perfor-
mance, “where just about everyone stays
around,” says Dorsey, “we’ve had so much
positive feedback. We’ve been able to see and
hear how people connect to the work. It’s
technically beautiful, and truly moving. I am
really proud of the work, and the impact of it
on the people who see it.”

The Missing Generation will be performed
at the University Centre Farquhar Auditorium
on July 8 at 8 pm. The event is part of Pride
Week, as well as a fundraiser for the new
Transgender Research Chair and Transgender
Archives at the University of Victoria. Tickets
can be purchased at https://tickets.uvic.ca.

Robin J. Miller writes for
national and international arts
publications, and for busi-
ness and government clients
across Canada.
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ART Courses

May 17
—June 24 (3 hrs per w
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ART Workshops
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—30 hours lo
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drawing

painting

photography

textiles

vancouverislandschoolart.com

writing

THERE’S A STAGGERING LEVEL

of ignorance. So when people come

now to see The Missing Generation,

they are really cracked open by

learning about the amount of terror

and death and grief this one disease

caused.” —Sean Dorsey

“
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May 18
GUY GAVRIEL KAY
Open Space 

In celebration of his new title, Children
of Earth and Sky, Kay will be in conver-
sation with CBC’s Shelagh Rogers for this
special event presented by Munro’s Books.
An internationally bestselling author of
12 previous novels and a book of poetry,
Kay has been awarded the International
Goliardos Prize for his work in literature.
In 2014 he was named to the Order of
Canada, and his work has now been
translated into more than 25 languages.
7:30pm, 510 Fort St. $10 (includes a $5
voucher) at Munro’s Books. www.munro-
books.com.

June 25
DIY LIFE 
Fisherman’s Wharf (pending)

Presented by Open Space and directed
by ‘bioartist’ Dr. Jennifer Willet, in conjunc-
tion with her Natural Science exhibition
and Open Space, DIY Life is a gathering
of art, science and ecology projects, groups
and organizations coming together to
explore possibilities for an innovative,
creative and sustainable future. Willet
will display a new work, “Algae Organ”,
a bicycle-propelled street organ that grows
and displays living spirulina algae.  Other
attractions will include workshops, live
music, performance art, hacker demon-
strations, science and technology displays,
food, and ecology demonstrations. Guests
include the Art Gallery of Greater Victoria.
www.openspace.ca. 

IN MAY AND JUNE book lovers–of all
ages–can check out the new titles from
Orca Books at  Munro’s Books on May
4, 7:30pm. On June 8, 7pm, the book-
store celebrates artist Roy Henry Vickers’
70th birthday and the launch of his book
Peace Dancer. On June 10, the Honourable
Bill Graham will do a book signing for his
new memoir The Call of the World.
(www.munrobooks.com)

For local history buffs, the Victoria
Historical Society’s offers a June 2 talk
by Simone Vogel-Horridge, art conser-
vator and president of the Ross Bay Villa
Society. She’ll describe how the home
became a thriving Historic House Museum.
Using the diaries of Frank and Letitia Roscoe
who lived in the Villa from 1865-1879,
she’ll also tell stories of its first resi-
dents. (www.victoriahistoricalsociety.bc.ca).

The Victoria Storytel lers Guild
invite one and all to storytelling May 16
and June 20 (www.victoriastorytellers.org).

On May 29, the V ic tor ia  Model
Railway Show will bring aficionados
of all ages to the West Shore Curling Club
at the Juan de Fuca Rec Centre, 1767
Island Highway. From 10am-4pm, Lego,
Brio and all scales of model railroads will
be displayed (info: 250-595-4070). 

June 3 marks the opening of the Royal
BC Museum’s exhibition Mammoths:
Giants of  the Ice Age, continuing
until Dec 31 (www.royalbcmuseum.ca).

Back-to-back treats for foodies and
lovers of lands near and far: first, the
African Night Dinner and Dance
celebrates the music, culture and tanta-
lizing foods of Africa on May 27 from
6:30-11:30pm at Vic West Community
Centre (tickets: www.eventbrite.ca). Next,
Culinary War at the Lakeshore on
May 28 in Shawnigan Lake is a fundraiser
from Slow Food Vancouver Island and
Gulf Islands in support of the Shawnigan
Residents Association’s legal battle
against the contaminated soil dump at
the south end of Shawnigan Lake (tickets:
250-386-6121, www.rmts.bc.ca). 

“CHIMNEY SWIFT ON NEST” ROBERT BATEMAN, 1978, ACRYLIC

Ongoing
ROBERT BATEMAN 
Peninsula Gallery

Of the painting on the left, Robert Bateman has written: “Above the roar of
the traffic, our urban skies are often criss-crossed by little birds hawking for insects.
They are like twittering, winged cigars. These are swifts and they are found in
Europe, Asia and Africa as well as America. They are commonest in cities because
their nesting sites, which in nature are caves and hollow trees, are in the roofs,
eves and chimneys of buildings…Twigs are fixed to the vertical surface and to
each other with saliva which acts like glue. The famous bird's nest soup of Southeast
Asia consists entirely of this congealed saliva.I found this nest inside an abandoned
house in a marginal farming area where we used to play as kids. You can see a
former nest, now empty, and the mark of a previous nest added to the weathering
wallpaper. It is a poignant reminder of the hopes and dreams of humans which
sometimes fail and so return to nature.” 100-2506 Beacon Ave, 250-655-1282,
www.pengal.com.

readings & presentations

GUY GAVRIEL KAY

2031 Oak Bay Ave • 250 592 2760 • www.gagegallery.ca

JUST INFINITE
Exhibition by Linda Darby

May 3 - 21
Opening Reception: May 5, 7-9pm

COVER UP
Exhibition by Marilyn Chapman

May 24 - June 11
Opening Reception: May 26, 7-9pm

ENERGETIC UNIVERSE
Paintings by Gillian Redwood

June 14 - July 2
Opening Reception: June 16, 7-9pm
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“NEAR AND FAR” ICEBEAR, 36 X 54 INCHES, ACRYLIC 

Throughout May & June
ICEBEAR
Peninsula Gallery

This painting is one of IceBear’s early pieces, going back over 20 years when he
was starting to integrate his own cultural background (Ojibway Nation) into a
more contemporary art form. The director of the gallery in New York where this piece
was first exhibited considered it a very unusual piece at the time, as it successfully
incorporates realism with abstract, something many art pundits considered impos-
sible. IceBear’s paintings and sculptures generally come to him first as visions, often
complete, perfectly formed. 100-2506 Beacon Ave, 250-655-1282, www.pengal.com.

“RED OSIERS AND ROSE HIPS”  BOB LANGFORD, 12 X 16 INCHES, WATER-BASED OIL ON BOARD

May 18–29
AL FRESCOES SPRING EXHIBITION
Coast Collective

For nearly 20 years the Victoria Al Frescoes have been gathering for “paint-
outs” at local parks, beaches and other beauty spots once a week. They were originally
brought together by Delia Sansom, within the Victoria chapter of the Federation of
Canadian Artists, but were soon joined by other artists attracted by the camaraderie,
mutual support of artistic endeavour, and the lack of both rules and dues. The group
now includes Desiree Bond, Ken Faulkes, Jim McFarland, Frank Mitchell, Bob Langford,
Marcela Strasdas, Ron Wilson and over 100 other artists. Opening May 20, 7-9pm.
103-318 Wale Rd, 250-391-5522, www.coastcollective.ca, www.alfrescoes.com.

“BIRD CATCHER’S HEADDRESS” REBECCA JEWELL, 19 X 28 INCHES, PRINTED FEATHERS ARRANGED ON BOARD

June 3–July 6
SOARING HIGH, LANDING HARD

Alcheringa Gallery
In delicate images rendered onto feathers and other surfaces, British artist Rebecca

Jewell calls attention to the beauty and extreme vulnerability of birds in the face of
an unprecedented growth in global poaching. In the words of London Art critic Gilda
Williams, ”Jewell applies her formidable technical abilities not just to ‘making pictures
of birds,’ but to conveying their jewel-like, weightless, magical quality, turning both
her art and the birds themselves into powerful objects of contemplation.” Preview:
June 3, 10am-5pm. Reception June 4, 2-5pm. Artist talk June 5, 2pm. 621 Fort St,
250-383-8224, www.alcheringa-gallery.com.

“SERPENT DANCER” ART THOMPSON, SERIGRAPH, 1980. 

Continuing to May 28
EMERGING THROUGH THE FOG: TSA-QWA-SUPP AND TLEHPIK – TOGETHER

Legacy Art Gallery Downtown
This is an exhibition of two Nuu-chah-nulth men, “Fog-God” Art Thompson

from Ditidaht (1948-2003) and Hjalmer Wenstob from Tla-o-qui-aht. Two
artists, two friends. Two lives together. Featuring the prints and paintings of Art
Thompson/Tsa-qwa-supp from the collection of the Legacy Art Galleries and inter-
active carvings by contemporary artist Hjalmer Wenstob/Tlehpik, whose work is
inspired by and resonates with that of his teacher and friend Tsa-qwa-supp. 630
Yates St. 250-721-6562. See www.uvac.uvic.ca.
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606 View Street  •  250.380.4660  •  www.madronagallery.com
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Hashim Hannoon
May 14 – 27

Opening reception Saturday, May 14th, 1 - 4pm
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WEST END GALLERY

1203 Broad Street
250-388-0009

Open Daily
westendgalleryltd.com

Aleksandra Savina
Premiere Exhibition
JUNE 18 - 30, 2016

Lisa Riehl (AFCA), a self-taught painter, loves nature and is
always out with her camera. Her landscapes are painted in an
impressionistic style, with lots of bold colour and character.

Rob Owen creates works of exceptional beauty and originality.
His work has been recognized with awards at the Sooke Fine
Arts Show and by the Federation of Canadian Artists.

Sat 10 - 5       Mon-Fri 10:30 - 5       Closed sunday

2046 Otter Point Road
Sooke | 250.642.2058
southshoregallery.ca

June 4 - 18
Opening Reception June 4th, 1 - 4pm

Artists in Attendance

Lisa Riehl and Rob Owen

coastcollective.ca
103 - 318  Wale Rd.  Colwood BC  Canada  V9B 0J8    250.391.5522
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Exhibits & Call for Emerging Artists
ASSOCIATIONS:  A Coast Collective Members Exhibit: June 1 to 26, 2016 Opening 

Reception, Friday, June 3, 7:30-9:30pm

BEGINNINGS:  June 29 to July 17 & Opening Reception Friday, July 1, 7:30-9:30pm. 

If you’re a beginning artist, or an experienced artist working in a new medium, this 

show is for you.  Apply online to enter by June 8, 2016.

Summer Learning
Grab your friend or partner for a creative stay-cation at the new Coast Collective. 

Terrific workshops available June through August, including visiting instructors like 

Nicoletta Baumeister. Accommodation is available.
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May 18–28 
UNO FEST
Various venues

Intrepid Theatre presents its annual
festival of solo performance. In its 19th
season, UNO’s curated lineup takes audi-
ences from the top of a tightrope to a final
phone conversation, from life behind bars
to a support group for Elizabethan literary
figures. Among the 14 shows presented
are Circus Incognitus, a family-friendly
circus performance by Montreal’s Jamie
Adkins, whose endearing yet virtuosic
performance is reminiscent of the great
clowns of silent film. Inside/ Out is Patrick
Keating’s gripping autobiographical
account of ten years in Canada’s crim-
inal justice system. In Understudy, Gillian
Clark enacts the gender identity ques-
tions pondered by a nine-year-old boy
as he navigates his miscast role in the
school Christmas pageant. 

Victoria artists represented include
Impulse Theatre with ana (premiere),
Pacific Opera Victoria withLa Voix Humaine,
and Rzeka Czasu: River of Time (premiere)
written by Grace Salez, directed by Lina
de Guevera, and performed by Barbara
Poggemiller. www.intrepidtheatre.com.

June 8–25
SHE STOOPS TO CONQUER
Langham Court Theatre

First performed in London in 1773,
this play by Oliver Goldsmith is a social
satire of upper class British Restoration
era values, class and clever women. A
story of deception and seduction told
with humour and charm, its original title,
Mistakes of the Night, references the fact
that the action occurs in one evening. Its
enduring popularity speaks to the time-
lessness of the subject matter as a comedy
of manners in which assumptions and
behaviours are served up for ridicule but
also reflection. Directed by Toshik
Bukowiecki. www.langhamtheatre.ca.

June 21–25
OUTSTAGES FESTIVAL

Presented by Intrepid Theatre, the second
annual OUTstages, a week of outrageous
stories, surprises, parties and performances
from and for the queer community and
beyond. www.intrepidtheatre.com (see
“Curtain Call” in this edition, page 50). 

MORE THEATRE IN MAY AND JUNE:
The melodious stylings of Irving Berlin

fill the Belfry Theatre to mark its 40th
anniversary with Puttin’ on the Ritz, the
musical revue that was the theatre’s first
performance. When the Belfry reopened
after renovations 22 years ago, Glynis
Leyshon directed a second production of
this show, and she returns to direct it
again with a run continuing to May 13
(www.belfry.bc.ca).   

May and June bring theatrical offer-
ings to satisfy audiences who like their
comedy salty or sweet, mysterious or
musical. Escape from Happiness is on at
Langham Court until May 7, with a
darkly witty tale of life in working class
Toronto (www.langhamtheatre.ca). 

May 18-29, St Luke’s Players offers
the mystery Bull in a China Shop for some
confounding fun (www.stlukesplayers.org). 

At Chemainus Theatre, Harvey,
the comedy of errors involving an invis-
ible 6-foot-tall rabbit takes the stage from
May 6-28. From June 10-August 27,
Footloose: The Musical features the high-
energy music and dance of this hit 1984
film (www.chemainustheatrefestival.ca). 

Shifting gears to drama, from May 3-
21 Theatre Inconnu offers A Lie of the
Mind, Sam Shepard’s raw, gritty look at
families in turmoil following a severe
domestic beating; directed by David
Macpherson  (www.theatreinconnu.com).

Finally, Eugene O’Neill’s Long Day’s
Journey into Night is presented by the
Blue Bridge Repertory Theatre from
May 10-22. (www.bluebridgetheatre.ca). 

“NOT A GOOD DAY” ART THOMPSON, SERIGRAPH, 1993 UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA LEGACY ART GALLERIES,
GIFT FROM THE COLLECTION OF GEORGE AND CHRISTIANE SMYTH, PHOTOGRAPH BY HOLLY CECIL

continuing to May 28
EMERGING THROUGH THE FOG
Legacy Gallery

Works by Art Thompson and others are featured. The image on the left is about
Trickster Kwaht-yaht transforming himself into a Thunderbird to go whale hunting.
Explains Thompson, “He happened onto a rather large whale swimming lazily
near the surface. Upon further inspection he discovered that the whale was
wounded and had a harpoon protruding from its side…He circles and dives in
for the kill, his talons are embedded deeply into the back of the whale. Much to
his surprise the whale has the strength to dive once he feels the talons of his
aggressor piercing his back. The sheer size of the whale is too much for Kwaht-
yaht, and as he struggles to free his grip he is dragged further into the whale's
domain. After a considerable amount of time has passed he finally is able to
loosen his grip as he reluctantly releases his prey and swims back to safety. From
that moment on Kwaht-yaht never did go whale hunting on the open ocean but
waited for drift whales to be beached before he satisfied his hunger for whale
meat.” 630 Yates St, Wed to Sat. 250-721-6562 www.legacy.uvic.ca.

theatre



performed by her husband Paul Terry), or
historic figures struggling for acceptance
(poet John Keats and painter Benjamin Robert
Haydon in Influence). 

The good news is that Munsil is working
on two playwriting commissions at present,
as well as directing Twelfth Night for this
summer’s Greater Victoria Shakespeare Festival.

The first new play, Act of Faith, is for
Realwheels Theatre in Vancouver. Realwheels’
mandate is to address issues related to disabil-
ities. In typical Munsil style, she has chosen
to write an unexpected play based on a
true story. “The play is based on the faith
healing of a young paraplegic Christian woman
who was in a wheelchair,” Munsil tells me.
“She had a dream one night that she would
be cured and the next day became fully ambu-
latory. I am interested in the tensions and
fallout this event caused in the disability
community, including her friends. I have
spoken to some of them and hope to speak
to the woman herself. I am curious about
how this ‘cure’ ripples out in relationships.”

arly April brought news that Intrepid
Theatre’s Artistic Director Janet Munsil
is stepping down from her position after

25 years. Munsil’s long-term contributions
to theatre in Victoria are impressive. Under
her leadership, and working alongside other
movers and shakers in local arts administra-
tion (Gail Manktelow, Stephen White, Ian
Case, among others), Munsil has produced
the Fringe and UNO Festivals, brought in
top touring productions, and developed two
performance spaces. 

When I moved to town in 1998, the Herald
Street Theatre that Kaleidoscope Theatre
had created was at risk and was eventually
lost. It is now a furniture store. The need for
alternative performance spaces was palpable
and Munsil showed real leadership in securing
the Metro Theatre from the Conservatory
of Music via a lease arrangement. She then
led the development of the smaller Intrepid
Theatre Club on Fisgard, in the same loca-
tion as the company’s offices. These two
spaces have allowed many performing artists
much-needed venues and have significantly
raised the number of live performances we
enjoy here.

I spoke with Munsil about her decision to
leave the company. She assured me that
Intrepid Theatre is in great shape, now running
three festivals each year plus the two perfor-
mance spaces. (More on the third festival,
OUTstages, below.) Munsil describes her
leaving as “stepping aside, not stepping down.”
She radiates confidence in Executive Director
Heather Lindsay’s abilities to take over the
helm. “I’m proud of the work I’ve done over
the years, and I see the impact of Intrepid’s
work on the changing expectations and tastes
of audiences—and emerging contemporary
artists—in this city.”

I asked Munsil what is next for her, hoping
to hear that she will have more time to devote
to her playwriting. I am a huge fan of Munsil’s
plays, which always strike me as both deeply
intelligent and theatrical. Her interests are
often historical and unusual stories of people
who are outsiders due to events such as
terrible accidents (Circus Fire), medical
curiosities (That Elusive Spark, nominated
for a Governor General’s award), disfigure-
ment (The Ugly Duchess, widely toured and

The play is scheduled to premiere in the 2017-
2018 season.

The second play Munsil is working on is
for Vernon’s Powerhouse Theatre. Powerhouse
is Vernon’s community theatre and has been
running since 1964. They asked Munsil to
write a play based on the community’s history.
She became interested in a fascinating local
figure, the artist Sveva Caetani. Caetani was
the daughter of aristocratic Italian immi-
grants who fled the fascist regime in 1921
and settled down in Vernon seeking a simpler
life. After her father died in 1935, Caetani’s
mother became mentally and physically ill
and forced her daughter to remain house-
bound for the next 25 years. Despite this
captivity, Caetani developed as an artist and
after her mother’s death became an art teacher.
Her major work Recapitulation is described
by Munsil as “a masterpiece in the surrealist
style” and is made up of a series of large water-
colours recounting her life. This mostly
unknown Italian-Canadian artist and her
remarkable story seem ripe for dramatiza-
tion by Munsil. I look forward to seeing it
and all of her future offerings.

One of Munsil’s more recent innovations
at Intrepid has been the queer theatre festival
OUTstages that launched last July under
curator Sean Guist. Guist is the marketing
and development coordinator by day for
Intrepid, but at night is a queer artist,
producer and director. He intended to
launch a queer theatre festival indepen-
dently in town, but when Munsil and Lindsay
heard his plans they decided to fold the
festival into Intrepid’s offerings.

I asked Guist what led to this new festival’s
launch. He tells me that OUTstages “fits well
into Intrepid’s mandate to provide audiences
with edgy, contemporary and multidiscipli-
nary work.” Guist is a director himself and
as a queer artist has an interest in queer perfor-
mance. His idea was “to create a West Coast
version of Toronto’s Rhubarb Festival at
Buddies in Bad Times Theatre or Halifax’s
Queer Acts.” He tells me that Vancouver’s
Queer Arts Festival is multidisciplinary with
a focus on visual and literary arts and only
the occasional performance piece. His impetus
was to create a festival for Victoria’s “under-
served queer community,” the loyal audiences
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Ins and Outs at Intrepid Theatre
MONICA PRENDERGAST

Janet Munsil may be departing, but Intrepid is forging ahead.
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who attend everything Intrepid stages, and
new audiences drawn by the attraction of
groundbreaking work. 

I asked Guist about the need for a separate
festival focused on queer content. After all,
we have seen queer-themed shows at UNO
and the Fringe and at the Belfry, such as this
spring’s excellent The Gay Heritage Project
during the Spark Festival. Guist and Munsil
admit to some “horse-trading” as they curated
between UNO and OUTstages (the Fringe is
lottery-based). But Guist sees the need for a
space within which both queer and non-queer
audiences can “start conversations within and
beyond the queer community.” He tells me
about a show last year, Stewart Legere’s Let’s
Not Beat Each Other to Death, a one-man
play from Halifax about gay bashing. After
each performance, Legere invited audiences
to stay for a dance party to shake off the dark-
ness of his storytelling and to be together in a
positive and healing way. Audiences did stay

to dance with each other and with Legere
on stage. I love this story, which for me is about
what theatre can and indeed should be doing
to generate greater understanding, dialogue
and connections within a community.

This year’s OUTstages reflects what Guist
sees as a shift in the queer theatre commu-
nity from the political to the personal. “We
don’t have to fight the same fights as we had
to in the past,” Guist says, “so the work is
more about individual stories.” 

Guist feels some of the best theatre in
Canada is emerging from the LGBTQ commu-
nity, especially from younger artists just
beginning their careers. Mashing-up genres
is a newer aesthetic that leads to a show like
Cocktails with Maria, which we will see in
June. Drag-diva Marie Toilette presents
verbatim stories of gay sex encounters through
the medium of the European art song. 

Ivan Coyote and “an all-tomboy band”
present a mix of storytelling and music in

Tomboy Survival Guide. Ludwig and
Lohengrin is a one-man play performed by
Calgary’s Kyall Rakoz about King Ludwig
II of Bavaria in which Rakoz plays 17 roles.
The play deals with Ludwig’s “fascination
with building fantastical castles, his obses-
sion with fairytales, his fall from power, and
his mysterious death.”

This last one sounds like Janet Munsil’s
cup of tea, and OUTstages is a great oppor-
tunity for the rest of us to see some of Canada’s
most innovative theatre. June 21-25. See
www.intrepidtheatre.com.

This summer will see the publi-
cation of the second edition of
Monica’s international award-
winning book Applied Theatre,
co-authored and edited with
Juliana Saxton and published
by Intellect Books.
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T I C K E T S  O N  SA L E  N OW
250 385 6815 / belfr y.bc.ca

1291 Gladstone at Fernwood

2016
April 12 — May 8 “The greatest songwriter 

  that has ever lived”
  GEORGE GERSHWIN

T H E  M U S I C  AN D  LYR I C S  O F  

     Irving Berlin   
CO N C E I V E D  BY  D O N  S H I P L E Y

    D I R E C T E D  BY  G LYN I S  L E YS H O N

on
the

Puttin’
RitzRitz

I’M PROUD OF THE WORK I’VE DONE over the years, and I see the

impact of Intrepid’s work on the changing expectations and tastes of audiences

—and emerging contemporary artists—in this city.”—Janet Munsil

HELD OVER UNTIL MAY 13!
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May 21 & June 25
DIEMAHLER CHAMBER ENSEMBLE
St Mary the Virgin Church

Celebrating their 5th anniversary, this chamber group
led by Grammy-nominated Pablo Diemecke presents
a Latin repertoire in May, then Tchaikovsky and more
in June. www.diemahlerenterprises.com.

June 15, July 9 & 10
ENSEMBLE LAUDE 
Various venues

On June 15, Victoria’s award-winning female choral
ensemble welcomes the Young Women’s Chorus of
San Francisco, with whom they perform as part of the
YWC’s tour of the Pacific Northwest.

July 9 & 10, Ensemble Laude presents Flight, a
concert featuring the program for their upcoming tour
of France. Ensemble Laude were invited to participate
in the renowned international Choralies festival
from August 3-11 in Vaison-la-Romaine, France. Artistic
director Elizabeth MacIsaac says, “Ensemble Laude
will offer several concerts in some beautiful perfor-
mance spaces, including ancient churches; the program
will highlight Canadian repertoire and include medieval
and world music.” Some 5000 people are expected
to attend the festival. They will also perform in Nice,
Avignon and other locations in the south of France.

The Flight concerts in early July will help Ensemble
Laude polish its programme for the festival. The music
is to be memorized so they can better express the
beauty of the music and connect more directly with
the audience. www.ensemblelaude.org.

June 24–July 3
VIC INTERNATIONAL JAZZ FESTIVAL
Various venues

The 33rd annual Victoria International Jazz Festival
will offer nine stages holding over 300 musicians in
over 85 performances, from major international performers
to free concerts to workshops and late-night jam sessions.
Featured headliners for this year’s fest include Oliver
Jones and Joe Lovano. Another is Joe Jackson, performing
on June 25. Over his prolific and eclectic career, the
ever-restless British-born, now NYC/Berlin-based
singer/songwriter/pianist has traversed territory ranging
from cabaret and film scores to classical music, pop
and jump blues. On June 29, the 12-member Tedeschi
Truck Band will bring American roots-rock to the Royal
Theatre. Local favourite Maureen Washington performs,
as does the Dan Brubeck Quartet, David Gogo and
many more. Program guides available at all Vancouver
Island Serious Coffee and TD Bank locations from April
28. Schedules, ticket information and full lineup at
www.jazzvictoria.ca.

MAY AND JUNE abound with musical discoveries,
beginning with a concert for kids May 7 from the Civic
Orchestra of Victoria. Animals through the Ages
includes Bob McDonald of CBC’s Quirks and Quarks
narrating Prokofiev's Peter and the Wolf and more
(www.chamberorchestraofvictoria.org). 

On May 7 & 8, the Victoria Conservatory of Music
offers their annual Musical Garden Tour. Live music
by VCM students and faculty wafts through ten local
gardens for an appealing Mother’s Day option. Then
from May 13-15, Daniel Lapp’s Joy of Life Festival
will feature three concerts with Daniel Lapp, Stephen
Fearing, Adam Dobres, the Joy of Life Choir, the BC
Fiddle Orchestra, and more. June 2, enjoy Pizazz and
All That Jazz, a fundraiser for youth programs at the
VCM and the Canadian College of Performing Arts.
Tickets and info for all events at www.vcm.bc.ca.

Two musical theatre offerings will have audiences
learning local lore as they hum along. On May 15 from
2-3pm, blues guitarist Clark Brendon, drummer
Char l ie  Gates and playwright Char les  T id le r
perform a reading from Red Mango, a one-man play
set mid-1990s about Victoria’s blues clubs. By dona-
tion at Gage Gallery (2031 Oak Bay Ave, 250-592-2760,
www.gagegallery.ca); dress in your bohemian best. 

May 19-29, the Other Guys Theatre Company presents
Flotsam & Jetsam: Life on the West Coast, a
multi-media musical revue featuring original music with
archival and contemporary images of life in BC’s coastal
communities (www.otherguystheatre.ca). 

The Linden Singers offer choral music from around
the world on May 14 (www.lindensingers.ca), while
on May 15, Banquo focus on the ancient and tradi-
tional music of Scotland and France in a concert called
The Aulde Alliance (www.banquo.ca). Also on May
15, the Newcombe Singers present Brahms & a
Little Jazz, featuring Kelby McNair on drums and Alex
Olsen on bass (www.newcombesingers.com).

Aural explorations continue with Django & Jazz
on May 28, a Gypsy Jazz extravaganza with Oliver
Gannon, Cory Pesaturo, Quinn Bachan and Brishen
(www.beaconridgeproductions.com). The party vibe
continues with Swing into Spring, May 29, a family
friendly show from the S i dney  Conce r t  Band
with vocalists, a trombone ensemble and more (www.sidn-
eyconcertband.ca). Celebrating their season finale, the
Victoria Children’s Choir presents a concert May
30 (www.victoriachildrenschoir.ca). On June 7, Kaki
King offers a unique multi-media performance with
solo guitar and projection called The Neck is a Bridge
to the Body (www.marywinspear.ca). Finally, every
Sunday the Folk Music Society hosts concerts at 7:30
at Norway House (www.victoriafolkmusic.ca). 
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Ensemble Laude
Women’s Choir

Flight
Elizabeth MacIsaac, Artistic Director

Carolyn Howe, Assistant Director

15/16

SEASON

Wednesday, June 15, 7:30 pm 
with Young Women’s Chorus of San Francisco 

Chapel of the New Jerusalem

Saturday, July 9, 7:30 pm 
St Mary’s Church, 1701 Elgin Rd, Oak Bay

Sunday, July 10, 2:30 pm 
Providence Farm, 1843 Tzouhalem Rd, Duncan

Tickets: $18 | $20 door | $15 student | 12 and under free  
Providence Farm $12 | $15 door | $10 student  

12 and under free
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“CHANTEUSE” KIMBERLY KIEL, 36 X 24 INCHES, OIL ON CANVAS

June 2-13
KIMBERLY KIEL—ON THE SURFACE: SOLO EXHIBITION
The Avenue Gallery

For Kimberly Kiel’s second solo exhibition at The Avenue Gallery, the artist has created a special collection
of works showcasing her signature use of impasto and fearless use of colour. Featured works include bold
florals, energetic figures, and powerful treescapes. An original from Saskatchewan, Kimberly moved to Calgary
in the mid 90s to continue operating her financial planning practice. After 10 years of utilizing her talents in
that area, she decided it was time for a change and sold her practice in early 2003 to take up life as an artist.
She now resides in Balgonie, Saskatchewan with her husband and two young sons. Opening Thurs, June 2,
1–3pm. 2184 Oak Bay Ave, 250-598-2184, www.theavenuegallery.com.

music

THE GALLERY
AT MATTICK’S FARM

Miles Lowry  &  April Ponsford
June 6 - July 4

Opening Reception Thurs. June 9, 5-8pm
Artists in attendance

109-5325 Cordova Bay Road • 250-658-8333
www.thegalleryatmatticksfarm.com

Open 10am - 5:30pm every day
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Conservation Board (ERCB). She charged
that while Encana had fracked into an aquifer,
the two regulators had failed to investigate—
and failed in what Ernst saw as a duty of care
to the public to protect the groundwater.
They had also barred Ernst from communi-
cating with them, thereby, she claimed,
violating her Charter rights. How did a
supposed “clean” energy industry get to this?
Nikiforuk’s book explores the answer.

Fracking, or hydraulic fracturing, is a
controversial extraction process that frees
hard-to-get oil and gas by cracking rock with
high-pressure injections of water, sand, and
often non-publicly-disclosable combinations
of chemicals. In order to understand the
current processes and industry culture,
Nikiforuk goes back to its origins, all the
way to the 1850s. Through extensive research
into industry documents, he presents the
story of a gold rush mentality of excited
science experimentation, including the use
of torpedoes, hydrochloric acid, nitro-glyc-
erin, napalm, kerosene, diesel oil and even

nuclear bombs to stimulate wells in the incessant drive to maximize
energy production.

Nikiforuk also shows that industry operators (then and now) often
simply don’t quite understand the complexities of geology, even though
some patent filers rather rose-colouredly referred to fracking prac-
tices as an “art.”  The book questions how artful it is when, in Hutchison,
Kansas, in 2002, methane from an underground gas facility escaped
a leaky well into natural rock fractures, travelled almost seven miles
to surface in old salt wells in town and exploded, levelling two build-
ings. Or when, in 1985, a clothing store in the Fairfax District of L.A.
“blew up into an inferno” that injured 23 people because of migrating
gas from urban horizontal fracking and leaky abandoned gas wells.

By looking at the historical record of industry information and scien-
tific papers around fracking technology, Nikiforuk reveals a litany
of long-known problems that we’re still dealing with today, like unpre-
dictable and uncontrollable fracture dimensions and directions (frack
jobs going “out of zone”) or gases escaping out leaky wellbores, along
uncontrolled frack lines or natural rock fractures and faults into resi-
dential areas or aquifers. And while it may have seemed to be news in
March when a Canadian study concluded that fracking is behind
quakes as large as magnitude 4.8 felt in western Canada, Nikiforuk’s
research indicates that earthquakes have been associated with fracking
since the late 1970s. In 1978, the so-called stimulation of one 3000-
foot-deep well triggered 70 earthquakes in just over six hours in
Oklahoma. That state has been geo-engineered, he writes, into “a
landscape more earthquake-prone than California.”

It’s an important issue for BC, home to some of the world’s largest
frack jobs in areas like the Montney and Horn River formations, the

o matter where you are on this planet,
society needs a few key things in
order to work. Water is one. Trust is

another. When both become corrupted—
actually going up in flames—for industrial
profit, one has to wonder where we’re headed,
not just environmentally, but morally. 

It’s a question award-winning investiga-
tive journalist Andrew Nikiforuk has been
examining for years in writing about the
energy and resource sectors. His most recent
book, Slick Water: Fracking and One Insider’s
Stand Against the World’s Most Powerful
Industry (Greystone Books and the David
Suzuki Institute, 2015), traces the evolution
of fracking and shines a light on one
indomitable woman who, after losing both
her water and her faith, decided that where
she was headed was to court.

Nikiforuk is a dogged, diligent researcher
and a man of obvious thoughtfulness and
compassion (and attendant anger). By looking
at the broad industrial history and the inti-
mate, personal impacts of fracking, he
tells a double story that will shock and awe as he digs into not just a
problematic practice but the larger philosophical issues around what
he believes is an essentially abusive extraction culture as well as what
it takes, at a deep human level, to stand up to it.

In 2007, Alberta landowner and former oil patch consultant Jessica
Ernst testified before the federal Standing Committee on Environment
and Sustainable Development in Ottawa, and as Nikiforuk reports,
“One of the parliamentarians said the only time he had seen a toilet
on fire was when his kids watched the movie Home Alone.” But
Ernst’s water, in her toilet and taps, was no joke, and what she had
to say was certainly no comedy—for any of us. 

After fracking by energy giant Encana had contaminated the aquifer
serving Ernst’s property and that of her neighbours in the rural town
of Rosebud, Alberta, her now-flammable water gave off a white fog,
ran bits of black coal, and showed dissolved methane levels at 44,800
parts per million (when the Canadian Association of Petroleum
Producers considered a mere 1 part per million a hazard for water
passing through an enclosed space). In a feat of industrial alchemy,
her formerly safe water had become an unholy admixture of earth,
air, and fire. 

And in a cruel betrayal, a company Ernst had worked for ended
up fracturing much more than the rock around her home. It broke
up Ernst’s community, divided around the benefits of the industry,
and her sense of justice.

But it didn’t touch her courage. In a groundbreaking $33 million
lawsuit (that finally, after nine years, reached the Supreme Court in
January of this year), Ernst sued not just Encana but two Alberta
government regulators: Alberta Environment and the Energy Resources
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Water, trust and truth
AMY REISWIG

Andrew Nikiforuk writes about one woman’s battle to protect her water from fracking and our lives from corporate lies.
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latter already having experienced hundreds of quakes. In August
2015, Progress Energy (owned by Petronas) triggered a quake in the
Fort St John area measuring 4.6—roughly the size of the one that
rumbled through Victoria in December. As a result of the recent quake
study, Andrew Weaver, Green Party MLA for Oak Bay-Gordon Head,
called for a moratorium on horizontal fracking in BC, noting that
Quebec, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia have already suspended
it. Nikiforuk’s book is therefore timely reading for anyone interested
in the debate.

Sometimes accused of being unobjective, Nikiforuk says he
started writing about the energy industry as a business journalist.
A former Calgarian now living in Campbell River, BC, he was
also an Alberta landowner and friends with other landowners,
so he would regularly hear, he tells me, “real stories from real
people” about how energy companies worked on the ground.

“Once you’ve heard the
truth,” he says simply, “you
can’t ignore it.” Whether in
his National Magazine Award-
winning articles, his column
in the Tyee, or books that
have won him the Governor
General’s Award for Non-
Fiction and the Rachel Carson
Environment Book Award,
and landed him as a finalist
for the Grantham Prize for
Excellence in Reporting on
the Environment, Nikiforuk
has devoted decades to finding
and sharing the truth of an
industry that is, he says, very
good at hiding things.

At its heart, Slick Water is
about access to information—
the manipulation or outright
suppression of information
germane to environmental,
economic, and public health.

“When I started out as a reporter,” he recounts, “I didn’t encounter
the level of lies and evasion, the constant evasion that I do now,”
and he notes that there are approximately six PR people employed
for every journalist. So whether it’s industry self-regulation, environ-
mental assessors relying on industry-submitted data, or the ever-expanding
corporate PR machine, part of what preoccupies Nikiforuk is the way
the industry represents itself. 

If we need trust for society to work, that has to include communi-
cation. When Calgary-based Talisman put out a colouring book
featuring Terry the friendly Fracosaurus and showing escaping natural
gas as happy-faced balloons, US comedian Stephen Colbert called
it the fracking industry’s equivalent of Joe Camel. And when industry
executives claim there are no proven cases of freshwater aquifer cont-
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WE’RE FLIES IN THE SPIDERWEB, and we don’t want

to talk about the nature of the web. Are we in a cultural

crisis over this? Yes, we are.” —Andrew Nikiforuk
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amination, Nikiforuk calls it “one of the
biggest lies of the twenty-first century,” arguing
that the information is simply buried by gag
orders imposed on complainants when they
settle out of court.

Nikiforuk’s concern is not just with indus-
trial impacts on the environment but on
ourselves—the dirtying of the human land-
scape, of our moral character. “It’s the same
mechanism the Catholic church used to cover
up abuse,” he tells me, clearly disgusted by
the repeated process wherein allegations of
environmental contamination are made against
energy companies, often by rural landowners,
then high-paid lawyers swoop in offering
compensation in exchange for a confiden-
tiality agreement, with the victim frequently
intimidated into silence. The cycle of abuse
is therefore allowed to go on with no public
record of wrongdoing, he says. “It’s absolutely
sick and very effective.”

Thus, with clear admiration, Nikiforuk
also tells a second story: How no amount of
intimidation could silence Jessica Ernst. 

DESCRIBED BY SOME AS the Joan of Arc
of Alberta, Canada’s Erin Brockovich and
a public hero, Nikiforuk chronicles how
Jessica Ernst has spent the last nine years
trying to hold accountable those responsible
for contaminating her water and trying to
suppress her voice. She worked in the energy
sector for nearly 30 years on risk mitigation,
wildlife protection plans, and community
consultation for some of the biggest players—
Esso, Statoil, Chevron, and Encana—and so
Nikiforuk calls hers an “unconventional true

story” because she’s not an environmentalist
or an activist but a former insider who, against
tremendous pressure, refused to be a victim.

The book is therefore partly an explo-
ration of her courage as a whistleblower and
as a human being overcoming deep wounds
in a search for justice for herself and others.
In a testament to Nikiforuk’s empathy, the
oft-betrayed Ernst opens up to him about
extremely personal life details. Molested by
a school bus driver at age six and repeatedly
raped by a family friend a few years later,
her childhood sense of safety in the world
was broken. But we learn how, as an adult,
that suffering paradoxically fuelled her deter-
mination to stop what she saw as a new cycle
of abuse. Though many friends told Ernst
the lawsuit would only be painful, futile and
ultimately financially ruinous, she said: “The
main reason I can do this is that there is
nothing anyone can do to me that hasn’t
already been done. They raped our aquifer…I
couldn’t stop the bus driver or Rex, but I can
do something now.” For Ernst, the fight is
worth the personal sacrifice because, as she
puts it: “Money is nothing. My belongings
are nothing. Water is everything. Truth is
much more important.”

A finalist for the Writers’ Trust of Canada
2015 Shaughnessy Cohen Prize for Political
Writing, Slick Water integrates facts and
figures, the large-scale and the face-to-face,
as well as economics and ethics that go beyond
this one woman’s story and even this one
industry. Often touching on philosophy in
his work, Nikiforuk here looks to Jacques
Ellul’s The Technological Society to explore
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Members’ Show @ Gage Backroom Gallery
May 24 - June 11, 2016

for a tour map, go to
www.scattered-artists.ca

May 21st &  22nd  
11am to 4pm
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Purple Garden
Chinese Restaurant Buffet
Purple Garden
Chinese Restaurant Buffet

138-1551 Cedar Hill X Rd
(Behind McDonald’s on Shelbourne St)

250-477-8866    www.purplegarden.ca

Saturday May 7 & Sunday May 8
11am - 4pm

fairfieldartistsstudiotour.com



how culture is being transformed, how we
and our values are being transformed by the
energy industry. As he tells me: “It’s very
important for readers to understand that the
story of fracking is not the only story they’re
going to encounter in their lives” that revolves
around technology and its impacts. “We’re
flies in the spiderweb, and we don’t want to
talk about the nature of the web. Are we in
a cultural crisis over this?” he asks somberly.
“Yes, we are.” 

While the Ernst case is centred in Alberta,
Nikiforuk believes there’s a universal impor-
tance to it. “She didn’t expect to find justice,”
he writes. “Instead, she realized that her case
had become something more profound.” I
would argue that Nikiforuk’s book is also
about something more profound than an
industry exposé. It’s a caution to everyone,
globally, to consider where our energy depen-
dence is leading and what we’re each willing
to sacrifice along the way—water, trust, truth.
Prompting people to ask that kind of ques-
tion is, in a sense, a step towards some justice
for us all. 

Fifteen percent of the book’s royalties will
be set aside to help fund Ernst’s ongoing
legal case.

Writer and musician Amy
Reiswig works by day (and
sometimes into the night)
as an editor for the provin-
cial government. Her writing
has appeared in Quill &

Quire, The Malahat Review

and The Walrus.
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Fracking site in Alberta

Focus presents: Jane Hair ADVERTISEMENT

Offering sustainable beauty in the heart of Oak Bay

ong-time hair stylist Jane Bruton recently created
her own elegant boutique salon in the heart of
Oak Bay Village. Its bay windows face the court-

yard down the stairs from the Oaks Bistro at the corner
of Monterey on Oak Bay Avenue. Graced with vintage
white furnishings, a chandelier and always blooming
orchid, it’s a pleasant, peaceful oasis in which to consider
a new cut or colour—or be introduced to a superb line
of environmentally friendly hair products. 

Jane’s interest in creating a toxin-free environment
for her clients and herself, along with doing what she
can to save the planet, eventually led her to Davines.
Founded by the Bollati Family in Parma, Italy in 1983,
Davines has a commitment to 100 percent sustain-
ability—without sacrificing effectiveness or beauty.
Sold only in salons, Jane Hair is Davines’ exclusive
supplier in Oak Bay.

Davines describes sustainability as a “commitment
to minimizing the impact on the environment, not
compromising the quality or quantity of natural resources
today or tomorrow.” For the Bollati family, sustainability
also implies “the effectiveness of our products and the
safety of our customers, thanks to the privileged use of
natural ingredients, enhanced with cutting-edge cosmetic
technologies and an artisanal spirit.”

“They are the best products I’ve ever used,” attests
Jane—who has used a lot of different products in her
three decades as a stylist. Davines’ shampoos are free
of silicone, sulphates, parabens, PEG (polyethylene
glycol), and artificial colours, all of which are in most
shampoos. They leave hair feeling soft and silky; some
of Jane’s clients have reported their once itchy scalps
aren’t irritated anymore. 

Jane is also thrilled with Davines’ ammonia-free
colours which use up to 98 percent natural ingredi-
ents. “Yet, it’s the best colour I’ve ever worked with—it
doesn’t fade and covers grey well," reports Jane.
The shine pigment in them contains ground quartz.
Another ingredient is quinoa protein extract which
increases colour absorption and ensures longevity

L

Jane Hair
#106 - 2250 Oak Bay Avenue

Mon to Sat, 9am - 6pm (flexible)
250-588-7562
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because it’s similar to the proteins found in hair struc-
ture. Even people who in the past could not tolerate
colour are finding it gentle enough to use, says Jane. 

Styling products feel light but work well too, from
oils and foams to a dry texturizer perfect for adding
body to fine hair

“The company really is genuine about sustain-
ability,” says Jane, explaining that besides not being
tested on animals, “ingredients are sourced from ‘Slow
Food Presidia Farms’ in Italy.” These small-scale farms
aim at protecting biodiversity and traditional methods
of production. 

Even the packaging pleases Jane—when plastic is
used it is food grade so it can be repurposed. The
company has made a carbon-neutral commitment,
running its plants on renewable energy, and was
one of the first Italian cosmetic brands to join the Zero
Impact® project. 

Davines encourages the stylists it works with to use
re-purposed furnishings rather than go out and buy
new ones, so Jane hair, with its big antique mirrors and
vintage furnishings was a natural fit.

Though beauty is central to Davines philosophy, its
take on it is refreshingly unconventional: “By creating
‘beauty’ we want to encourage people to take care of
themselves, of the environment in which they live and
work, and of the things they love.” The beauty that
inspires the company is based on appreciation for indi-
viduality and celebration of diversity.

Jane has been surprised at the number of people
finding their way to her salon after hearing she carries
the Davines line. Drop in to check out for yourself
the wide range of Davines products at Jane Hair. Jane
and her associate Cherie Pennington will be glad to
help you.



of the Dallas Road greenway scissored to a
crew-cut by the wind; a feeling of safety,
civility and public courtesy; the propriety of
political power; the powerful, weather-domi-
nated mood of this place; the sheer placeness
of this place—a special kind of geographic
definition and particularity.

Along with our virtues come failings. We
can be—as Focus Publisher David Broadland
has illuminated repeatedly in his lethal pieces
about the Johnson Street Bridge project and
other infrastructure missteps—ditzy, fiasco-
prone, amateurish, squishy, ship-of-fools-blind
to risky outcomes, ditherers and procrasti-
nators oblivious to urgency, horrible squanderers
of public funds, mediocre in the delivery of
civic process, and the deserving butt of “How
many project managers does it take to” jokes.

ur city is named after a woman and,
trusting historical images, a well-
cushioned and matriarchal one (eight

kids and an empire). Sure, “Vic” is a bit
mannish, “Vicky” is all saddle shoes, but
“toria” has a nice purling sound, soft as smoke.
Shame, now that I think about it, that our
city isn’t more legendarily ess-y—Storia: City
of Stories, maybe (oh, but not storeys, sign
of the cross!). 

Wikipedia states that Queen Victoria was
“physically unprepossessing—stout, dowdy
and no more than five feet tall—but she
succeeded in projecting a grand image.” And
as with the Crown, so with her namesake town. 

In a second parallel, portraits of this regal
shorty suggest she was born with a scowl, an
expression of nonspecific disapproval, as our
city sported when I first arrived by ferry in
1970: “Welcome to Victoria. Behave your-
self,” said the forbidding city-bound sign on
the Pat Bay highway. The Victoria that made
grudging room for me then is captured by
a line in Jeffrey Toobin’s New Yorker piece
about recently deceased conservative US
Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia: “Like
Nick Carraway [in The Great Gatsby], Scalia
‘wanted the world to be in uniform and at
a sort of moral attention forever.’”

Civic frown notwithstanding, soft is deep-
baked into the DNA—is the DNA—of this
city. Hard’s wrong here. Hard accomplishes
nothing, diminishes the place, rubs its fur the
wrong way. Visitors may reach for or be
fed “little bit of Olde England” banalities to
define the character of this place, but soft—
not Olde or England—is really what they’re
experiencing. It’s not just our coastal roads
that have rounded corners; it’s the entire
civic proposition.

The things we citizens love and protect
here include the womblike harbour and
curving oceanfront contours; 20 miles of
fixed link-free water that distances us from
an adjacent land mass known to many as
“North America,” but to us only as “Ikea”;
ornamented and decorous architecture
reminding us that while we may be going
somewhere, we also came from somewhere;
our legible neighbourhoods, treed streets and
boulevards; the Creation-like landscape of
Beacon Hill Park and the coastal bulwarks

Soft’s getting rare. The world, already more
combustible than at any time in recent decades,
is hardening, poised for great trouble and about
to become a much more dangerous place—
you can feel it on your skin. A kind of ideological
pyromania, a lust for doom, is in the air right
now, and candidate trends capable of trig-
gering an apocalypse are multiplying.

Correspondingly, in spite of a local reputa-
tion for change-aversion, soft’s steadily fading
here in Victoria. I’m at a loss to explain this,
but, as a casual reader of history, I get that
urban identity—the character, nature and
meaning of a place and a people—is supported
by a recondite social calculus, and that iden-
tity and stability are always at risk, never
guaranteed. Stability-erosion, coalescence-
dispersal: counter-forces always at war, along
with a restless, jagged “nextness” intervening
just when things seem to be settling down.

We—all of us, not just Victoria—are heading
into a fraught new chapter in which values
and practices that seemed, a while ago, to be
normative and to express shared social purpose,
are now under assault by perverse counter-
sensibilities manufactured in some Dark Zone
of civilizational life. 

Exhibit A, from our neighbour to the south:
a recent magazine essay about US school
shootings observes, “School-shooter protocol
called for him to kill his parents. He likes his
parents, but he has to take their life, according
to his manifesto, to prove that he’s up to the
task, to prove he has no human feelings
anymore, that he’s scrubbed out.”

Next exhibit: “This is a world that has
become incredibly dangerous,” writes New
York Times columnist Charles Blow in a rangy
piece that studies both the prospects for a vast
scale of global climate refugee migration and
social consequences as the quantity and avail-
ability of human work (jobs) diminishes.

Blow cites the 2011 book The Coming
Jobs War in which author Jim Clifton,
chairman and CEO of Gallup, points out:
“The primary will of the world is no longer
about peace or freedom or even democracy;
it is not about having a family, and it is neither
about God nor about owning a home or land.
The will of the world is first and foremost
to have a good job. Everything else comes
after that.”
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Softism
GENE MILLER

Maintaining Victoria’s soft edges may be worth a hard fight.
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If you’ll indulge a complete non sequitur,
Russian composer Nikolai Medtner wrote
his 1926 “Drei Hymnen an die Arbeit” (Three
Hymns in Praise of Toil), intending the music
to be a tribute to work as an expression of
God’s plan. As Clifton concludes, a world in
which readily available work as a source of
income, emotional well-being, and construc-
tive social or spiritual connection is vanishing,
replaced by—well, God knows what.

It’s hard to tie a tidy bow around all of
these ideas, but for me they lead to open ques-
tions: Under the threat of such strange new
normals, can Victoria still “do Victoria” well,
has it retained the instincts to be itself, or has
it squandered its skills and character, lost
sight of its identity? Could the city at this
point produce the curriculum for Victoria
101 and then help everyone to pass with a
B+ or better?

Friend and colleague Rob Abbott takes
these matters in an interesting direction: “As
expressed by our land use and urban design
policies, what physical conditions are we
trying to create to evoke an emotional expe-
rience of this place, a signature feeling? That’s
a conversation Victoria is not having.”

Considering softism itself as Job Number
One, Victoria has neither intention nor plan
to recast or tell its own story to newcomers.
It’s left to chance. There’s no civic rite of
welcome, no initiation, and these days not
even a frowning sign on the Pat Bay.

Maybe we don’t have a story anymore, or
that kind of city-story culture doesn’t exist
anymore, and we have just become another
modern place with some charm lipstick.
Alternatively, maybe the gifts of paradox are
catching up with us: Victoria’s long-culti-
vated conservatism, its “genius for inertia,”
is, as ruminative architectural thinker Chris
Gower notes, “the enemy of the bad, but also
the enemy of the good.”

Hard has endless current proxy identities
locally—characterless four-storey file-box
apartment buildings and the pathological
braying for amalgamation come immediately
to mind. Fortunately, soft’s far from gone: The
Fernwood NRG (Neighbourhood Resources
Group), for example, followed by a hundred
other well-intentioned citizens groups invested
in the binding force of community.

I attend the memorial service for Dorothea
Powell, my friend Heather’s mom: a hundred
of us, a “family” of friends, sitting on uncom-
fortable church pews, celebrating a life, passing
the care of its future over to God. I read in
the service booklet: “Essentially, the Christian
faith assures us that the brokenness and pain
we experience in this world do not define
us.” Heaven, our soft reward.

Nathan Gardels, editor-in-chief of both
Huffington’s WorldPost and the New
Perspectives Quarterly, writes: 

“The fearful and fearsome reaction against
growing inequality, social dislocation and loss
of [cultural] identity…unprecedented mobility
and ubiquitous connectivity is a mutiny, really,
against globalization so audacious and tech-
nological change so rapid that it can barely
be absorbed by our incremental nature. In
this accelerated era, future shock can feel like
repeated blows in the living present to indi-
viduals, families and communities alike.”

Gardels continues: “Above all, the emer-
gent world appears to us as wholly unfamiliar,
a rupture with any lineage from the past that
could frame a reassuring narrative going
forward. Rather, philosophers describe
this new territory of the future as ‘plastic’ or
‘liquid,’ shapelessly shifting as each disrup-
tive innovation or abandoned certitude
outstrips whatever fleeting sense of meaning
was only recently embraced. A kind of fore-
boding of the times that have not yet arrived,
or wariness about what’s next, settles in.”

If, in the rush of such trends, we don’t
know what our city is, or beyond the fizz
of lofting real estate values and technolog-
ical novelty we don’t have a larger frame for
our urban community—the city’s purpose,
possibilities, temperament, reach and arc—
then how can we model, plan or sustain
Victoria’s identity? 

Contradiction notwithstanding, isn’t soft
worth a hard fight?

A founder of Open Space
and Monday Magazine, Gene
Miller is currently promoting
ASH, an affordable housing
concept, and, with others,
has initiated the New
Economy Network. 
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to a listing of trees or species. A big tree
registry—vancouverislandbigtrees.blogspot.ca—
lists native species in excess of 1100 years
old within 30 minutes of the city centre. But
no site existed that could lead those inter-
ested in heritage trees, native and introduced
species of note, as well as map the location
and species of significant trees. Until now.
His new website—treesofvictoria.com—cele-
brates the beauty of his home region, so that
“people can learn, and then value the region
more because of that learning.” 

Horticultural species are foreign plants—
they aren’t native to the West Coast—but
many aren’t aggressive invaders; they play

n the world of West Coast
restoration ecology, native species
usually hold a pinnacle place of

importance in the minds of deci-
sions makers, scientists, and the
public at large. Trees such as
Douglas-fir, big-leaf maple and
Garry oak support a host of native
birds, insects, mammals and mosses.
Restorationists push the impor-
tance of wildlife corridors made
of native shrubs in urban areas.
Botanists cherish lands unmarked
by development—where native
species can thrive unmolested—
and often wave their hands in
dismissal at horticultural gardens
and urban trees as if they don’t
merit attention at all.

James Clowater, local biologist,
educator and avid bird watcher,
regularly leads hikes into native
oases in the Capital Region. He
shows hikers the fall fungi and
winter birds at Witty’s Lagoon, or
the grand spread of an arbutus half
way down a treacherous trail to
Finlayson Arm in Gowlland Tod
Provincial Park. Six years ago,
however, his way of seeing the
South Island began to change, and
today he has created a new resource
for Capital Region residents.

Clowater realized that most
South Island residents live in urban
areas. We pass the seasons walking
under scarlet Norwegian maples
or the vast canopies chestnuts create over
many of the city’s main road arteries. “The
giant sequoias on Rockland Avenue caught
my eye,” he tells me over coffee at an East
Saanich Road cafe. He asked himself why
it shouldn’t be possible to value an intro-
duced tree as much as a native species. Clowater
also started noticing other species—trees he
couldn’t identify. “Curiosity started it. What
are these?” he asked himself. The answers
were often nearly impossible to find. 

Clowater’s archival research uncovered a
1988 Heritage Tree Society publication.
Victoria has an urban forest master plan avail-
able online, but there is no access on its website

nicely with native plants. Victoria’s
ornamental cherry trees become
pure blossom in February. Monkey
trees, Lebanese cedars, horse chest-
nuts, and ornamental plums saturate
this region’s urban areas with a
riot of spring colour. Content to
stay where they’re planted, instead
of reproducing or running riot
like balsam poplar, eucalyptus or
“tree of heaven,” ornamental trees
can provide paved city streets with
much needed shade, a heat sink,
and architectural grandeur, as well
as acting as habitat for adaptable
native species. 

The history of the region’s horti-
cultural trees is rich. It’s also in
plain view. The Begbie “hanging
tree” grows on Cook Street. On
Ash Road, near Mount Doug, a
tree once part of the Todd family
farm was used by cougars for
sighting deer. Ross Bay ceme-
tery contains rarities such as Spanish
fir and cork-bark elm. But the
details of these tree species and
their locations weren’t easy to find,
until now. Clowater also hounded
the City of Victoria until they gave
him a printout of species not just
in Ross Bay but also an identifica-
tion of all of the city’s street-side
trees. The cemetery, Clowater tells
me, once served as an unofficial
tree nursery; cuttings from the
trees became many of the city’s

current boulevard trees. 
Some protection currently exists for non-

native trees in the CRD in the municipalities
of Saanich and Victoria. Victoria trees must
be over 80 centimetres in diameter at chest
height to qualify. The Saanich bylaw lists
“significant trees” with addresses, and it
specifies where both native and horticul-
tural species exist. Though the Victoria
bylaw was established in 1999 and strength-
ened in 2005, exceptions still exist for species
in the building footprint of a house or house
addition or driveway, or those interfering
with utilities. Victoria asserts that it has one
of the “rarest and most threatened urban
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forests in the Pacific Northwest,” but it’s
easy to imagine how the bylaw can be side-
stepped by owners who want, as arborist
Ryan Senechal tells me is common, “a better
view of the Olympic Mountains.”

Clowater’s site launches this May, and
features GIS maps of Outerbridge Park, Beacon
Hill and Ross Bay Cemetery, as well as walking
tours and listings of historical, horticultural
and native trees of significance. The maps
show paths as well as trees such as blue atlas
cedars from the Himalayas or a dawn redwood,
previously only known through its fossils.
The Ross Bay Cemetery section features trees
from dozens of countries, each species over-
laid on a satellite image map. 

To begin the project, Clowater received
funding from the estate of Joan Outerbridge.
Naming the species outside of parks, says
Clowater, will help locate unmarked but
significant heritage trees and ensure their
protection. Clowater acknowledges, however,
that mapping the entire region will be a life-
long endeavour. He makes his living from
the talks he gives, but there is little left over
for this passion. “What the project needs is
to find funding and hire people—a master
identifier and a GIS person.” That said,

Clowater’s favourite part of the process is
the exploring: identifying horticultural species,
creating lists of trees and maps, and walking
neighbourhoods to photograph giant species.
Next on his list is UVic’s Finnerty Gardens
and St Ann’s Academy.

Many mapping projects already exist in
the region. The University of Victoria
Community Mapping Collaboratory features
dozens of community green maps, including
indigenous digital harvest stories, commu-
nity vision maps, maps with traditional place
names and UVic student maps completed
during the Cascadia Field School sessions.
Some environmental organizations, including
the Ancient Forest Alliance, are also working
to create maps of big trees in Avatar grove. 

Clowater’s site will also include a commu-
nity mapping feature, where residents can
add their own trees. Habitat Acquisition
Trust’s land cover mapping project shows
that the core municipalities lost 2025 hectares
of urban tree cover between 1986 and 2011,
452 hectares of which was in Langford. The
clearing continues today, as residents can see
travelling between View Royal and Langford,
where hectares of land beside the Island
Highway are rapidly changing from forest
to subdivision. 

Mapping also comes with its own risks, as
Canada’s Indigenous peoples have discov-
ered to their dismay. Maps don’t guide only
well-wishers to the location of special trees
or species at risk. Even ecotourism can increase
negative impacts on habitat and native species
and detract from privacy. But ultimately,
the reason Clowater started Trees of Victoria
is the same reason he started his birding courses
and hiking group: “If we can get people excited
about things in their own back yards,” he says,
“if they have knowledge, and find it inter-
esting, that leads to protection and preservation.”

Clowater’s enthusiasm is infectious, and
it is hard to undervalue the excitement,
and the potential actions that excitement
inspires, when confronted by a truly stun-
ning example of an incense cedar, or a giant
coastal redwood. In garnering public support
for conservation—distinction matters.

Maleea Acker is the author
of Gardens Aflame: Garry

Oak Meadows of BC’s South

Coast (New Star, 2012). .
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People are losing their toler-
ance for human-caused disasters
like the Mount Polley tailings
dam breach in 2014. We’re quite
aware that in almost every single
North American breach (I’m
inserting the word “almost” to
cover my ass) the assurances of
foolproof systems and rapid spill
containment measures have turned
out to be what we in our family
call “poop promises.”

To add to Clark’s challenges,
the would-be investors have been
wallflowers, hanging back for
huge tax concessions and “static
regulations” guarantees. Royal
Dutch Shell has left the party alto-
gether, and Clark’s fervent attempt
to pull Malaysian-owned Petronas
onto the dance floor led to an
awkward stumble when Malaysia’s
President was caught with almost
a billion public dollars in his own
bank account. 

Then there’s the softening of
gas prices in Asia, her target
market, and the hard science of
climate change. But Clark remains
cheerfully undaunted: A quick

spin of these realities in her political mix-master produces a folksy
new missive—that selling our LNG to China so they can stop burning
coal will lower carbon emissions globally! (While raising them in BC
of course, but her new and quietly appointed Deputy Minister of
Climate Leadership Fazil Mihlar, a former policy analyst with the
Fraser Institute who once recommended eliminating the BC Environmental
Assessment Act, will no doubt help sell the say-what?! message.)

And finally, consider the polemical billion-dollar Site C dam project,
mostly being built to feed the LNG venture. Only the government
could wring viability out of a business model that would drown a
prime valley to build a dam to produce electricity to power the fracking
to barge LNG all the way to China to save our environment.

Premier Clark might still have dreams about becoming Queen of
the North, but times are changing. Some dreams were clearly never
meant to fly. 

Trudy’s new dream is to see us transition to a low
carbon society with government leading the way. 

hen I was a child I
dreamed I could fly.
It was a recurring

dream that took me up over our
house and around the world, which
for me at that time was the breadth
of my town plus a few added kilo-
metres stretching up and down
the road. I’d wake to my muscles
still twitching with the memory
of it all, the easy takeoff and
graceful landing, the instinctive
choreography of arms and legs
for optimal gliding on the winds.
The conviction that humans were
somehow primordially linked to
birds perdured so strongly in my
bones that unlocking the ancient
code to human flight became my
life’s mission. 

Since I’m not world famous
and you don’t know how to fly,
you’ve already figured out that
my mission literally never got off
the ground. 

Premier Christy Clark has a
dream as well, one that she often
and lavishly shared during the
grand election campaign of 2013.
At lecterns all around the province
she promised to sprinkle the north with LNG operations and enrich
our coffers with untold royalty and tax revenue—she was sure of
it. According to her own crunched numbers, the industry, once up
and running, would funnel $100 billion into a new “prosperity fund”
that would eventually wipe out provincial debt and perhaps even
personal income tax. It would also generate 100,000 new jobs. What
a dream—and to top it off, the hard hats she often wore during the
campaign flavoured it all with a hearty soupçon of added credence. 

In the north she emphasized jobs and toured industrial facilities,
including a plant in Dawson Creek that reclaims sewage water for
use in fracking—hey, are you thinking what I’m thinking? We in
the CRD could soon have plenty of surplus effluent. Knowing there’s
a market for it could potentially blow the blockage right out of our
own sewage imbroglio, couldn’t it? 

But I digress. Today much of the gild has come off the LNG lily
and things have grown complicated. BC’s extractable gas reserves
are not the mother lode first reported by the government, and not
nearly enough to supply all the operations on its books. Our First
Nations, who own so much of the land in the LNG crosshairs, are
increasingly keen on their sovereign rights and can play corporate
hardball as well as anyone. Oh, and fracking causes earthquakes, we
now know without a doubt.
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Christy’s impossible dream
TRUDY DUIVENVOORDEN MITIC

Realities like increased GHGs just get processed in the Premier’s political mix-master.
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