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Rosebud residents not too
happy with EnCana’s plans

By Isabell Fooks
Valley Times stail writer

More than 200 people crowded into  Taylor, business unit leader for the -
the Rosebud Community Centre last Rosebud area, started off by explaining

Rosebud residents are mot happy Thursday for an EnCana Open House EnCana’s plans which inchude drilling an

with EnCana's plans for developing with the opportunity to ask questions additional two to three wells per section.
more gas wells in the Rosebud area.

sbout proposed developments. Mark
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Rosebud residents unhappy with plans

Continued from Front Page

EnCana currently has 42
sections centred around
Rosebud.

There are approximately
400 wells and just over four
wells per section in the
Rosebud area right now.

“We hope to drill an
additional two to three wells
per section here,” Taylor
said.

“Thiz is & 340 o $50
million spending program
aver the next three to five
years. That would develop
ill of the gas reserves.”

While Taylor stated that
the purpose of the mesting
w23 to hear questions from
Rosebud  residents, he
utempted to end the ques-
jon period at one hour as it
~as originally schedaled for
wmly 45 minutes from 6:30-
1:15 pm.

This sparked an outrage
with some people in the hall,
wspecially Ken Sobey from
Jleichen, who is also the co-
thair of the Wheatland
surface Rights Group.

1 drove up here tonight
fom Gleichen and then you
pays shuot it off,” Sobey said.

“Let's be polite folks.”

Taylor didn’t want to
womtimue the question period
ind ndded that he had 25
InCana stafl members pres-
=t who wanted to get home
o their families.

This prompied a1 least
me Rosebud resident to

dorm out of the room and
ifter thinking it over for a
souple  minutes, Taylor
lecided 1o continue the
uestion period,

Most local residents
aiged legitimate concerns
ibout water quality, traffic

issues through Rosebod and
esthetics.

Jonathan Wright of East
Coulee asked how the num-
ber of sdditional wells being
drilled around Rosebud will
impact the taffic through
Rosebud.

Taylor said that the most
traffic is generated when a
well is being drilled.

“When they are operat-
ing we do have to visit them
once per year," Taylor said.

“Once an area is devel-

oped there will be very little
traffic in this area compared
to what you are seeing
today."
+ Randall Wiebe from
Rossbud asked about esthet-
ics. He said that since the
Canadian Badlands is a
major tourist destination
what does EnCana plan to
do to make Rosebud look
beautiful,

Taylor said that obvious-
Iy esthetics is & major issue.

“If you don't see them
or hesr them (wells) you
probably don't care,” he
said. "You are the people
that"have to live with what
we do. We have not come
up with a solution yet. We
are probably going to have
to try different things."

Another farmer piped up
that beauty is in the eye of
the beholder.

“The only thing better
than laying on the side of the
hill booking st your cows is

lying on the side of & hill in
the shade of a pumpjack,” he
said.

Another farmer asked
what will happen to the
wells if EnCana sells to a
Junior company.

Taylor added that

EnCana hopes to make use
of what the company already
has in place,

“We don't sell or give
away anything,” he said.
“We make use of what we
have ™

Debbiz Sidner, owner of
& guest house at Redland,
said that she is concerned
sbout the watsr quality and
asked how citizens can scru-
tinize what EnCana does.

Taylor said that the com-
pany is definitely aware of
the water quality in Redland.

“We look after the sina-
tion even if we don't think
there it is our problem,” he
said

“Ouar current policy is to
go o wells within a 400 m
radius of where we are
drilling.”

Farmer Les Christensen
asked if EnCana will be
doing forced entry on to
properties because he does-
n't want EnCana on his
property.

Taylor said that no
forced entries will be done.

“As far as I can recal] [
can't recall my team mem-
bers doing a forced entry,”
he said. “Currently the
approach we try to take is to
work with the landowner.”

Sidner asked another
question about water and
added that she would like &
written assurance from
EnCana that her water
source would not be hurt

Taylor added that infor-
mation is dealt with private-
Iy.

“When it comes to
issues spécifically arcund
water wells we cannot share
information,” he said,

Another person asked

‘Centre lnst Thursday.

about having more of an
idea of the intentions of
EnCana in the Rossbud area,

He also asked if EnCana
would do an environmental
impact study for the area.

“The short answer is that
we would be happy to par-
ticipate in some kind of
thing,” Taylor said.

Elasine Bellamy of
Rosebud asked about weed
seeds getting on her land and
she also asked why farmers
are paid different prices.

Taylor said that he could
not answer the weed ques-
tion definitively and he

‘referred the money question

to Brody Allen, the surface
Iand man working for
EnCana.

Robin Digby of East

Coulee asked how traffic
will increase through
Rosebud in the future and if
wells will need 1o be refrac-
fured

Taylor said that he did-
n't think wells would be
refractured in the future.

Don Tumer of Rosebud
asked how many other oil
companies could residents
be looking at dealing with in
the future,

Taylor said that EnCana
is the biggest player in the
wrea and only cne other oil
company has rights on land
tlong the river,

Another person asked in
EnCana could case wells
down o 300 fest.

Taylor said that most
water wells are-at 180 feet or
shiillower and surface casing
is on & well to well basis.

Finally, Paul Muir of
Rosebud summed up the
evening by stating that no
one is really satisified with
the answers to most of the
questions throughouwt the

L - T
night.

“In a sense what you are
asking of the community
here is to enter into & kind of
marriage and cermainly you
would not want to treat your
spouse that way,” he said.

“Whether you are A&

landowner or work in the
town or you work with
EnCana thers has to be a
way that we can all have our
interests met.”

Taylor agreed with Muir
that EnCana has to have
more meetings and work
more with the people in
Rosebud.

“The only reason we are
here is because we think we
can move forward and find &
solution,” Taylor said.

"We would not be out
here otherwise. We do care
what vou think and we want-
ed to come out here with a
plan.”

Taylor added thar he will
be back with more EnCana

people to have another meet-
ing with Rosebud and mrea
residents in the funore,

In the meantime, he is
directing amvone with con-
perns to call Luigl Vescarelli
it EnCana’s office in
Drumbeller at £23-1039,



