Media Alert
Tuesday, May 1, 2007: Alberta Legislature Media Room: 11:30 am
Damning Evidence of Groundwater Contamination: Drinking Water for 90% of Rural Albertans  
Edmonton: Four landowners from central Alberta will provide damning evidence of industrial contamination of groundwater in communities experiencing rapid coal-bed methane development and associated fracing.
   The landowners will also ask all MLAs and every Albertan to take “A Pledge To Invest in Alberta’s Future.” The pledge recognizes groundwater as a vital resource for the province’s prosperity and demands proper monitoring and prompt investigations of groundwater contamination. (Take The Pledge for Poison Free Groundwater: http://www.perceptionaudit.com/albertapledge/)
   Nearly a dozen reluctant investigations  by Alberta Environment (one landowner had to use freedom of information to get her water data) have now found petroleum contaminants in drinking water. The poisons or toxins include benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, xylenes, butane and pentane. (See groundwaterdata.xls attachment)
    Nearly one third of the province’s population or 90% of rural Albertans get their water from wells drilled near their homes. 
    The landowners will question the scale and pace of conventional and coal bed methane gas drilling in Alberta as well as the government’s commitment to protect groundwater. 
   The Rosenberg International Forum on Water Policy, a respected group of water experts, has declared Alberta’s groundwater policies inadequate and concluded that “there is little information on the quantity of groundwater extracted and virtually no information on groundwater quality.”  
   The budget for Alberta Environment, the province’s alleged groundwater guardian, is nearly $154-million (2006-07). In contrast the budget of Saskatchewan Environment is nearly $193-million.   
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Contact: 
Jessica Ernst: Environmental Consultant and Landowner: 403-820-3529 or 403-677-2074 
Debbie Singer: Businesswoman and Landowner 403-677-2446
Fiona Lauridsen: Mother, Farmer and Landowner 403-677-2378
Family #4: At Press Conference 


